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Al. CommonFrog Rana temporaria

Native.

Widespread andommon; populations stablérobably the commoneshember of the herpetofauna

(including both amphibians and reptilés)VC55, frogs are found almost everywheegenin small ponds in
gardens (where they may be more common than out in the countryside).

Present oron 26 (of 33) Wildlife Trust nature reserves, the frog is easily the commonest amphibian or reptile
protected on Trust Reserves.

Common Frog (Rana temporaria)

Common Toad (Bufo bufo)

A2. Pool Frog Pelophylax lessonae

Native to Britain (though probably not in Leicestershire).

Reportedin Leicestershirehut no firm evidence.

The Pool Frog hasity recentlybeenidentified asa native speciegat least inEast Anglia)shortly before
becoming extinct in Britain and reintroduced from Scandinavian stock.

A3. Marsh Frog Peloplylax ridibundus

Introduction.

One populatioridentified atat LakeviewHshery, near Melton Mowbray.
They may pssiblyhavebeen aroundor sometime, but records are scarce.

A4.Moor Frog Rana arvalis

Introduction.

Reported at a couple of sitewer the years (on the Leicester/Oadby boundanglat a fishery near Melton
Mowbray) but yet b be confirmedIn fact, it appears that the species has never been positively identified in
the UK.

A5. European Tree Frog Hyla arborea
Introduction.



Onerecord in Leicestefcity centre?n 1985.
Probably an scape fronma collection

A6. American Bullfrog Lithobates catesbeianus

Introduction.

Reportedin the ViceCounty,but no firm evidenceThis largeBullfrog has averbeenconfirmed ineither
Leicestershire nor Rutlandbut if it did establish a population, it could becoraamajor threat.

A7. Common Toad Bufo bufo

Native.

Widespread and commongéds are apparently almost asimerousas frogs, though they are more
demanding in theirequirements, needing larger, deeper ponds to breed in.

VC55 populations appear to show significantdecline in recent times (as there has been elsewhere in the
Midlands).The &rgest populationgrefound at???

A8. Natterjack Epidalea calamita

Native to Britain (but probably not in Leicestershire

This small toad was, apparentigfroducedto the Leicester Museum groundi&fore 1889

Of all theBritishherpetofauna raritiesthis is the only one to be present in the Midlands (he LinoInshire
coast and introduced to a site iStaffordshire, on Cannockhase.

A9. Smooth Newt Lissotriton vulgaris

Native.

Widespread; populations stable.

Smooth newts are a widespreamd commorspecies, even within theity, and they will breed in the smakt
ponds- almost anywhere there is a little wateThis is another species likely to be found in gardens.

Smooth Newt (Triturus vulgaris) Palmate Newt (Triturus helveticus)

AlOPalmate Newt Lissotriton helveticus

Native.

Mainly living in the upland western and northern regions of Britain, the Palmate Newt finds similar suitable
conditions in the Charnwood Forest areaLefcestershire essentially, a little bit of the uplands translocated
to the lowland Midlands. The Fora i (0 Kdza F 2 NMa Fiu2KNS tevain Y\CBayEovibeet, e
species is regarded as rare in Leicestershire (and never identified in Rutland)thbwgist until recently to



be surviving only at ondefinite site(Beacon Hill) but it has recdptbeen confirmed elsewhere, at possibly as
many as a dozen sites, including one Wildlife Trust nature reserve.

Sites seem to have come and gone over the yghesmap above, incorporating some rather elderly records,
may give an exaggerated picture aktcurrent situation.

RDBspecies

AllGreat Crested Newt  Triturus cristatus

Native.

A fully protected species, under both national legislation and as a European Protected Spexa¢€rested
Newts are widelybut fairly sparselyscattered across Leicestershire and Rutland, with the largest populations
apparently in NortAwest Leicestershird.hough widespreadt is nowhere commonSome largepopulations
havebeenlost to developmentin recent yearsat sites like the Bosworthidftor Centre

RDB species

Al2ltalian Crested\Newt Triturus carnifex
Introduction.

Reported at one site in Oakham in 2018t reeds confirmation

A13 Alpine Newt Mesotritonalpestris

Introduction.

Twoareasharbouringpopulations ofAlpine Newt have beerecorded: threecity gardensnear the boundary
of Leicestemwith Oadbyand at the nearby University of Leicester Botanic Garden another sitat Kirby
Muxloe.There gems to be a slow expansion of populationsta LeicesterOadby border.

Notes:

1. Vie-County 55
This longestablished approach tbiologicalrecordingdivides theUKinto roughly eaial-sized units
(following county boundaries wherever ggible) thus identifyingl13recordingareas, each known as
a ViceCounty. Thesare givenconsecutive numberstartingin SW EnglandMC 1 beid ¢ 2 Sa i
I 2Ny gl £t o06AGK { ONESdothandiwherdAefihay\AC isill 1@ W&l azdlsands 29C
113encompasses the Chaeahlslands, whilst there is a parallel system in Ireland.



