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Atlas Highlights Decline of Butterflies
Butterflies are declining fast as a result of
human activity. This is the headline news of the
Millennium Atlas of Butterflies in Britain and
lreland, which is published this month (reviewed
on page 9 of this issue).

The Atlas is the end product of a survey
undertaken between 1995 and 1999. Nat ional ly,
10,000 people contr ibuted a total  of  1.6 mi l l ion
records. Locally, more than 200 recorders
generated approximately 24,000 butterfly
records from Leicestershire & Rutland. To give
an idea of the extra recording effort put into the
project locally, there are only 10,000 records for
the whole of the preceding 20 years!

The results paint a gloomy picture for butterflies
in Bri tain and lreland:
. Half of Britain's butterfly species have

decl ined substant ial ly in the past 200 years.
. Five have become extinct.
. 15 have been lost from over 50% of their range.
. Butterflies of woodland and wet meadows

have been worst affected in recent decades,
including the High Brown Fritil lary QTTo
decrease since the 1970s), Wood White
(62Yo decrease), Pearl-bordered Fritil lary
(60% decrease) and Marsh Fritil lary (55%
decrease).

Leicestershire entomologists will be well-aware
of the decline of many of these species. Within
the last 50 years butterflies such as the High
Brown Fritil lary, Pearl-bordered Fritil lary, Silver-
washed Fritil lary and Duke of Burgundy Fritil lary
have all become extinct. or have been reduced
to isolated occasional sightings. lf we class
these as species already lost, then our attention
should surely now focus on species such as the
Dingy and Grizzled Skippers. The Atlas clearly

points to a national decline of both of these
species, which supports the decline noted at a
local level.

Almost all the declining butterflies are ones
which require 'special' habitats e.g. chalk and
limestone grasslands, coppiced woodlands,
heathland, etc. They are termed habitat
specialist butterflies. Butterflies that occur more
widely in the landscape (wider countryside
species) have generally fared better.

Another concern highlighted in the Aflas is that
is increasing evidence that some common
species are not as common as they used to be.
At the national scale their distributions have not
changed much, if at all, but at the local level
there are far fewer colonies than in the past.
Species thought to be affected include the
Common Blue, Smal l  Copper and Small  Heath.
Again, this is supported by local data and the
subjective views of experienced local recorders.

The Atlas spells out some of the key
conservation issues: Despite major advances in
conservation in recent decades, butterflies
cont inue to decl ine and the main cause (habitat
deterioration) has not been tackled. A range of
new measures are needed to prevent further
decl ine and exl inct ion including: wholesale
reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (and
forestry practices), greater protection of special
si tes and ful l  implementat ion of the UK
Biodiversity Action Plan.

Fortunately, butterflies are conspicuous and
popular species that can stimulate an extensive
national survey of this type, resulting in a high
profile publication, which will hopefully serve to
highlight issues affecting all invertebrate groups.
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N e x t  C o p y  D e a d l i n e :
15th August 2001

From the (Acting) Newsletter Editor:

Hopefully, the publication of this issue of the Newsletter will mark the
end of what has been a difficult period for the Society. lt is
regrettable that there were no Newsletters or field meetings in 2000,
and thanks should go to all memberc for their continued support
during this period.

Knowing the daunting nature of the editor's job, the Committee
feared that this would be a difficult post to fill. lt was a great relief
when we leamt that Frank Clark was willing to take over as editor.
Unfortunately, Frank suffered a stroke last year, and he is therefore
unable to assume the editofs mantle at the present time. However,
he is cunently making steady progress in his recovery and he hopes
resume editorship of the Newsletter in the not too distant future. On
behalf of the Society, I would like to wish Frank a speedy recovery.

l'm afraid that in the meantime you will have to make do with me as
acting editor! | have never been noted for my journalistic skills, so I
offer my excuses now. I also apologise for any Lepidoptera bias in
this issue; I had hoped that I would be swamped by a wealth of copy
material enmmpassing a broad spectrum of entomological interests
- such naivety! So, I would like to thank those contributors who have
helped give some balance to this issue.

It must be remembered that the strength of any Society is its
membership, and it is unwise to place loo much reliance on a
smal l  number of key individuals.  This problem is not unique to the
L.E.S.;  s imi lar sent iments are expressed in the editor ial  to the
latest issue of the Derbys. & Notts. Entomological Society.

As far as the Newsletter is concerned, if you don't find this issue
interesting, write the sort of article or note you'd like to read! The
same appl ies to indoor and f ield meetings: please support  these
activities. lf you'd like to see something different, please let the
Committee know (contact details are shown on the left).

In the past, field meetings have been poorly attended. Therefore,
a new approach is being tr ied in 2001. The L.E.S. has
approached the Wildlife Trust to identify those reserves that
would most benefit from increased invertebrate recording, and
the Launde Woods and Narborough Bog have been selected for
this year. As you will see from the Meetings Programme, field
meetings at these reseryes have been arranged early in the
season. The aim is to make an introductory visit to the reserves,
meet others interested in recording there, and thereafter
members can make recording visits independently, as they see
fit. Subsequently, the results of fieldwork can be reported back to
the indoor meeting in November.

You may note that the post of Chairman is cunently vacant. The
duties of this post are not onerous and mainly consist of chairing
committee meetings (at most two a year) and welcoming speakers
to our indoor meetings. Let us know i f  you think you can help.

On a more positive note, we are fortunate to have Stuart Poole
as our new Treasurer,  and hopeful ly our new Newsletter Editor
will soon be in place. Also, the Society's first indoor meeting of
2001 was extremely well attended (despite the speaker!). Let us
cont inue to bui ld on this success in the future.

Adrian Russel l



News from the AGM

The Annual General Meeting of the Society was
held on 30th November 2000.

The resignations of both our Chairman and
Editor Ray Morris, and our Treasurer, Jane
McPhail,  made this a signif icant AGM. The
Society has Ray to lhank for many things. ln
addition to serving as Chairman for the past
three years, it was Ray who initiated the setting
up of an Entomological Society for
Leicestershire and it was he who convened the
inaugural meeting in the University of Leicester's
Adrian Building, on June 8th 1988.

As our first and only Newsletter Editor, Ray has
done an excellent job for nearly lwelve years. In
many ways the twice-yearly Newsletters have
been the motors which have driven the Society
along. They have been very popular, Rays
editorial style appealing successfully to the wide
diversity of our membership. In addition to the
23 Newsletters, Ray has successfully published
18 L.E.S. 'Occasional Papers', writ ing three
himself, and contributing material for another
two. These papers together with the
Newsletters, have served as the only record of
Leicestershire Entomology since the
inauguration of the Society, and therefore
perform a uniquely important function.

Jane, l ike Ray, has served the Society since its
inception, as our very competent and ever-
rel iable Treasurer and Membership Secretary. ln
addilion it is Jane who prepares lhe room for our
meetings at Holly Hayes, and who has provided
the all-important refreshments. Jane too, has
made major contributions to Entomology in
Leicestershi re, especia lly thro ug h th e prod uction
of LESOP No. 7, the 'Provisional Atlas of the
Leicestershire Microlepidoptera.' She has also
written two others, and assisted with the
production of two more LESOPS.

Thank-you Ray, and thank-you Jane, for al l  your
work. They have set a very high standard for us
to fol low and we wish them well.

John Kramer

Ear ly  s igh t ings  in  2001:
.  Three March Moths and a Pale Brindled

Beauty in Mark Skevington's garden moth
trap on 7th February.

. Bombus terrestris queen in Maggie
Frankum's garden on 16th February.

Another White Admiral Sighting at
Pickworth Great Wood

On 2nd July 2000 a group of local lepidopterists
together with members of the Rutland Natural
History Society visited Pickworth Great Wood.
The main aim of the meeting was to record
clearwing moths, but a distinct lack of oak and
birch tree stumps meant that in this respect the
meeting was a failure. However, this
disappointment was quickly forgotten when a
White Admiral was spotted by Andy Mackay.

Whilst there
have been a
few records of
the White
Admiral from
the County in
recent years,
this was the
first record from a suitable woodland habitat
from which the species has previously been
recorded (1986). Some of the other recent
records could be considered merely "vagrants",
but this sighting could indicate that this striking
butterfly is stil l present and breeding at
Pickworth Great Wood. A follow-up field meeting
is planned for 8th July 2001 - come along and
help with our searches at this very large, but
easily accessible woodland site. There is
general public access to the wood at all times,
so individual visits at other times are possible.

Up unt i l  the mid-1950's,  the White Admiral  was a
resident species at a number of woods in the
County, particularly within Leighfield Forest, and
many of these woods stil l appear to be suitable
for this species. However, judging by the records
that I process, most of these woods seem to
receive very little attention from butterfly
recorders. Personally, I am sure that
undiscovered colonies of this butterfly exist. For
anyone interested in looking for this butterfly,
where better to start than the two new Trust
reserves: Launde Big Wood and Launde Park
Wood! For those living in the west of the County,
Martinshaw Wood is worth a try, as this species
has been recorded from there in the past (1986).
I would be grateful to know of any White Admiral
sight ings in 2001 as soon as possible, so as to
enable follow-up survey work where appropriate
(e.9. to convert  a single sight ing into mult iple
sightings and hence indicate the presence of a
breeding colony).

Adrian Russel l



Diary of a Leicestershire Tipulist Part2

When I first started recording craneflies in
Spring 1998, it followed a period from April 1995
to October 1997 when lhe accumulated rainfall
deficit had reached about over 50cms (20
inches). I was beginning to wonder if it marked
the end of many wetland sPecies in
Leicestershire. But how would we know? There
was no baseline data in existence for
Leicestershire and Rutland.

Work has gone on since then, to get good
species lists of craneflies for as many sites as
possible within the county. Usually four or five
visits to each site are necessary, in reasonable
weather, to cover the species emerging at
different times of the year. A total of about 50
sites now have representative, though more or
less incomplete, species l ists.  Many more
records from more sites are needed to get a full
picture of the current distribution and status of
craneflies in Leicestershire, but some progress
is being made.

The current Leicestershire check-list now stands
at about 115 conf irmed species, out of  our
nat ional l ist  of  some 330.

Since the last edition of the Newsletter, two
seasons have gone by. I visited the Charnwood
Lodge LRWT Nature Reserve on a total of
seven occasions throughout the 1999 season
and it proved to be a very interesting place. A
total  of  31 species have been now found on the
reserve. These include Tipula cava (1216199,
first Leicestershire record), Tipula flavolineata,
(116199, first Leicestershire Record), Crypteria
limnophiloides (8/9/99, first Leicestershire
record) and Tipula staegeri (20110199, second
Leics. record).  Also during 1999 the Nat ional ly
Notable Limoniid cranefly, Atypophthalmus
inusfus, turned up at Great Menible Wood
(1417199) and Narborough Bog Wood (13/9/99).  I
have recorded it in three other areas of
Leicestershire woodland. Like a few other
cranef ly genera, the larvae feed in fungi.

New species added during 2000 were
Molophilus niger (N), in Bradgate Park,
Dicranomyia didyma from two sites in
Charnwood, and Erioptera veralli (RDB3) from
Launde Park Wood. This latter site is a LRWT
Nature Reserve, and one which the L.E.S. wi l l
be working on during 2001. Another record
worth a mention in Leicestershire is that of
Metalimnobia bifasciata (wing illustrated at top of
page).  I  found i t  in Launde Big Wood (19/7/00),
and it is only the second County (VC55) record
that I am aware of.

Well, as we get. our net bags washed and
darned ready for the new season we can only
wish that the rains cease from April to October
and that we have a perfect season, with warm
still days, and dry foliage every day. Here's
hoping.

John Kramer

New Micromoth Record

On 25th May 1995
Gianpierro Ferrari
photographed a
distinctive micromoth
at Brown's Hill
Quarry reserve,
Holwel l .  This was
subsequently identified as Commophila
aeneana;apparently the first ever record of this
species from the County. This moth is described
as a local and scarce species of waste ground,
waysides and railway embankments. lts larval
foodplant is ragwort (senecio iacobaea) and the
moth usually sits on the tops of this plant at
sunset. With its bright orange-yellow ground
colour and dark submetal l ic markings, i t 's a
species for recorders to look out for. As with
many other micromoths, there are insufficient
records to assess the status and distribution of
this species in the County. Apologies to
Gianpierro for the delay in publ ishing this note.

Additions to Ketton Quarry Moth List

A moth recording evening was held at Ketton
Quarry on 24th June 2000. The main aim of the
meeting had been to record the Grass Wave, a
nationally scarce species that was recorded
from the si te between 1989 and 1991, but not
since. Disappoint ingly,  this moth was not seen at
any of the four moth lights operated.

However, a number of interesting species were
recorded: the Ruddy Carpet (only the third
County record of this species in the last 50
years), Pine Hawk-moth (only the seventh
County record of this species, which appears lo
be expanding its range at the present time), as
well as the Light Brocade and the Privet Hawk-
moth - both speciality species of Rutland.

v

v
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My Whetstone Garden

Ever since moving to Whetstone in 1994, my
modest sub-urban garden (SP 555958) has
always seemed to attract many insects, with
Lepidoptera being particularly noticeable.
Although my main interest is ornithology, I have
always been keen to know what else is around
me. Whilst the butterflies in my garden were
fairly readily identified, the few moths that I did
see were, in the main, a complete mystery to me.

During 1998 and 1999, my curiosity about these
moths grew to a point where I borrowed a small
Heath trap. Whilst the catches were modest, my
curiosity quickly developed into fascination - so
much so that I bui l t  myself a Skinner trap with a
125W MV bulb in readiness for the 2000 season.

I can honestly say that I was not prepared for
the number and variety of moths that I
encountered during my first year of garden-
trapping. Amongst the particularly unexpected
species were Maiden's Blush, Plain Pug,
Golden-rod Pug, Oak Eggar, Deep-brown Dart,
Dotted Rustic and The Crescent (illustrated
below); whilst migrant Dark Sword-grass, Rusty
Dot Pearl and Rush Veneer were also
appreciated.

I have also tried to ensure that the majority of
the micro-moths I  encounter are ident i f led
(usual ly thanks to the valued assistance and
pat ience of Adrian Russel l ! ) .  Especial ly pleasing
were Light Brown Apple Moth Epiphyas
postuittana, 8/asfobasis decolorella, and the first
confirmed records for Leicestershire and
Rutland of the pyrale Endotrichia flammealis.

Needless to say I avidly look forward to the 2001
season, and I  would especial ly l ike to thank
Andy Mackay, Richard Fray and Adrian Russel l
for'aiding and abetting' my new-found obsession.

Mark Skevington

Invertebrate Losses Affecting Spanows?

The common House Sparrow has declined
alarmingly in our towns and cities over the last
few years. In London, for example, over two
thousand birds present in Kensington Park in
1925 had decl ined to 544 in 1975, and to just
EIGHT birds last year! At a local level, in
Leicester, the Garden Bird Survey organised by
Ken Goodrich has shown a decline of 13% over
the last four years.

De Montfort University is collaborating with the
RSPB to fund a major three-year research study
to investigate possible causes of the decline of
House Sparrows in town centres. A range of
theories are being examined e.g. reductions in
available nest sites; shortage of food in the
autumn and winter; predation by sparrowhawks,
magpies, or cats; or disease. Of particular
interest is the possible theory that traffic
pol lut ion may be responsible for the decl ine, by
kill ing the invertebrates that sparrows feed to the
chicks in the first three days of life.

Over 450 nest boxes have been put up in a
variety of locations, and the progress of chicks
will be monitored and assessed against other
factors, such as ambient pollution levels. Kate
Vincent of De Montfort University is stil l looking
for nest box sites in industrial, city centre and
rural  areas ( leafy vi l lages within 12 mi les of the
city centre) where spafrows are present.

She is also keen to draw-upon any expertise
within the L.E.S. in the areas of pol lut ion toxici ty
and invertebrates (particularly aphids) and
survey techniques for estimating invertebrate
density.

l f  anyone in the Society thinks that they may be
able to help Kate in this research, she can be
contacted by telephone on 0785 5645184 or by
email: ftate.vincent@students.dmu.ac.uk).



Some Graneflies from Swithland Wood
John Kramer

One of the best-known woodland sites in Leicestershire is Swithland Wood. The study carried out by
SteveWoodward between 1982 and 1986 (Woodward S.F. 1992) provides a valuable foundation on
which further ecological work can be based. Woodward divided the wood into compartments, and in
1998 lsampled the cranef l ies from an area of marshy woodland, designated by him as being in
compartment 4 (SK53781243). I visited the site on a total of six occasions between 21st April and 25th
September 1998.

The marshy woodland in Compartment 4 is probably based on underlying Keuper Marl which produced
an acid clay soil. Water comes from a spring at SK53751231, and another trickle of water which
emerges from the track to Swithland Wood Farm at SK53651242. In addition to these streamlets, the
valley (V2) is poorly drained with soil that is waterlogged for long periods. Woodward measured an acid
soil of pH4.6 and pH6.8 at two locations in the vicinity of the study site.

Plants found at the site were as follows: The canopy is fomed by alder and ash, while hazel and ash
saplings form the shrub layer. The herbaceous plants include honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum),
wood anemone (Anemone nemorosa), wood sorrel (Oxalis acetosella), bluebell (Hyacynthoides non-
scripta), marsh marigold (Caltha palusfris), enchanters' nightshade (Circaea lutetiana), and pendulous
sedge (Carex pendula). Under the deeply shaded water-saturated parts are patches of bare organic
mud which provides the habitat for many of the species of cranefly which live there. As an indication of
i ts r ichness, in one hour on 17th June 1998 lcaptured 29 specimens, of eleven di f ferent cranef ly
species from a quadrat with an area of 25m'.

The following 42 species were recorded between April and October 1998:

TIPULIDAE
Tipul inae
The typical 'daddy-long-legs'. Larvae of these tipuline craneflies are the 'leatherjacket' type, feeding
usually in the soil on humus, and on the roots and underground stems of different plants. (Smith 1989).

Tipula fulvipennis (De Geer)
Tipula luna (Westhoft)
Ti pul a vitt ata (Meigen)
Ti pula pal udo sa (Meigen)

PEDICI IDAE
Hairy-eyed craneflies. Their larvae are fre-living and carnivorous, feeding on invertebrates such as
mites and small Oligochaete worms. (Crisp and Lloyd, op.cit.)

Paradicranot a pavid a (H alid ay)
Tricy pho n a i mm ac ul ata (Meig e n)
IJla molissima (Haliday) The larvae of this genus occurs in fungi.

L IMONI IDAE
Cheioninae
The larvae of this sub-family are free-living, and bunowing. They feed on organic mud and decaying
leaves. Crisp and Lloyd (1954) examined the guts of specimens and found them filled with decayed plant
remains, debris and grit. Only 18 out of the 96 British species of this tribe were known as larvae in 1989.

Erio ptera /ufea (Meigen)
Gonomyia recla (fonnoir)
ll isia maculafa (Meigen)
llisia occoecata (Edwards)
Molophilus appendiculatus (Staeger)
Molophilus medius (de Meijere)
Molophilus ochrace us (Meigen)
M olo phi I u s serpe ntige r (Edwa rds)
O rmo si a no d ulosa (Macqua rt)
Rhy pho Io ph u s bif urcat a (Goetg hebuer)
Rhy pholo ph u s hae morrhoid al i s (Zetterstedt)
Rhypholo ph u s vari u s (Meigen)
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t Limnophil inae
The known larvae are free-living and most of them are carnivorous.

Austrolimnophila ochracea (Meigen) the larvae live in and feed on decayed wood, forming
tunnels (Brindle 1967)

Eleo phil a s u b m arm orala (Verrall)
E pi phragm a oce ll are (Li nnaeus)
E u phylidore a aperla (Verrall)
E u phylidore a di s par (Meigen)
N eoli m no myi a b atava (Edwa rds)

Epiphragma ocellare wing markings

Paradelphomyia senilis (Haliday) The larvae of this species feed in wet leaf mould and seem
to make a special selection of thecate (case-building) rhizopod Protozoa. When Crisp
& Lloyd (op.cit.) examined the gut contents of forty-five larvae, fifteen specimens
contained the unbroken, or almost unbroken, shells of these protozoans.

Pilaria fuscipennis (Meigen) Notable
Pseudolimnophi la I ucorum (Meigen)
Pse udolimno phila se pi um (Verrall)

L imon i inae
The known larvae feed on decaying vegetat ion and algae, often l iv ing in
si lken tubes in or on the vegetable debris or mud. (Crisp and Lloyd op.ci t . )

Dicranomyi a chore a (Meigen)
Dicranomyia lucida (de Meijere) Notabte
Dicranomyia mode sta (Meigen)
Dicranomyia fusca (Meigen)
Limonia flavi pe s (Fabricius)
Limonia macrostigma (Schummel)
Limoni a nubeculosa (Meigen)
Limonia trivittata (Schummel) Nota ble
Limonia phragmitidis (Schrank)
Neolimonia dumetorum (Meigen)
Rhipidi a maculata (Meigen)
Rhipidia uniseriata (Schiner) RDB3 A typical Limoniid cranefly

From what is known of the larvalfeeding habits, many of the species, and the majority of the specimens
are detritivores, playing a part in the breakdown and re-cycling of plant detritus. Detritivores provide food
for the carnivorous species, which include not only other species of craneflies, but other insects.
invertebrales and larger vertebrates such as mammals and birds.

The species list above, although almost certainly incomplete, is an example of what to expect in a wet
acid woodland in the Charnwood district of Leicestershire. In order to draw conclusions by comparing
data from different times or from different places it is first necessary to have good data. I hope that this
study has provided that.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Thanks are due to Mr. M. Harrison, manager of the Bradgate Estate Trust, for giving permission to
survey lhe site. The work was carried out as part of a site-evaluation exercise while working for the
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildl i fe Trust and the Leicestershire Museums and Records Service.
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Butterfl ies: the Good News?

Having highlighted declining butterflies on the
front page of this issue, it is also worth
considering some of the good news provided by
the Atlas results:
. 15 species have expanded their ranges,

almost certainly as a result of global
warming.

. The Essex Skipper and Brown Argus have
doubled their  ranges since the 1970s.

. Others, such as the Comma and Marbled
White are heading northwards rapidly.

However, only butterflies that are able to use
widespread habitats such as hedgerows and
road verges have capitalised on our warmer
cl imate. Rarer species can no longer move
between the small habitat fragments that remain
in the countryside, and may be at risk as the
climate changes.

As far as increasing species are concerned, two
butterfly species have dramatically expanded
their  range in the County in the last decade:

The Essex Skipper used to be very much a
Rutland species, but in the last 6 years it has
expanded its range westwards, and now
appears to be present in all but the extreme
west of the County (though this is an uder-
recorded area of the County).

The recent expansion in range of the Brown
Argus appears to have been even more
dramatic and rapid. Up unt i l  1996, this butterf ly
was restricted to the eastern third of Rutland. By
1998 it appeared to have expanded westwards
across Rutland and into the north eastern edge
of Leicestershire, as the following map shows:

7 a 9 0

But perhaps the most dramatic expansion
appeared to occur in 2000 (after the completion of
the Atlas survey period!), as the following
distribution map show. Recorded localities in 2000
even include Rawdykes in the centre of Leicester
and Acresford Pit in the extreme west of the
County. Clearly the Brown Argus could now turn
up anywhere in the County.

As far as the Marbled White is concemed. Ketton
Quarry remains its slronghold in the County. lt has
been recorded from a few other sites in Rutland,
but rarely in Leicestershire itself. However, a
couple of recent sightings from the \Mgston
Triangle area and a record from Trent Valley Pit in
2000, are perhaps indications that other colonies
of this butterfly may be present in the County.

The fact that global warming appears lo have
caused these increases, means that this is not really
good news at all; this is another example of human
activity impading on the environment in an
unsustainable manner. Furthermore, there are signs
that a number of our moth species which favour
colder, moodand-type habits (e.g the Golden-rod
Brindle) are disappearing from the County.

Also, the long tong-term consequences of global
warming could be disastrous for both man and all
wildlife. The next time you see Brown Argus
butterflies in the west of the County, go out and
buy yourself  some low-energy l ight bulbs!

'1572 Brown Argus

1527 Essex Skipper

.|572 Aricia agestis
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Book Reviews

The Millennium Atlas of Butterflies in Britain
and lreland
by Asher J. et al
Published March 2001
lsBN 019850565
€30 (€25 from some sources)
Oxford University Press

After five years of inlensive
national recording canied
out by thousands of field
workers, the Millennium
Atlas gives the most up-
to-date account of the status of the British
butterfly fauna ever published. Covering the
period 1995-1999 and using over a mi l t ion and a
half individual records, the authors have put
together a book that is not the usual run-of-the
mill Atlas. lt is an incredible mine of information
about all the butterfly species in the country
(including a couple of Europeans which I had not
heard of!) with excellent reviews of the stalus of
each accompanied by full-page distribution maps
of exceptional quality. But the Miilennium Aflas is
much more than a species account. The habitat
and conservation requirements of each butterfly
is examined in fine but e{remely practical detail
with the causes of change and the means lo
address these being similarly investigated.

The book is well i l lustrated (the habitat shots are
superb!)  and, evenly more importani ly,  is wel l
written. The text is a master of balance berween
scient i f ic discipl ine and the need too ensure that
the non-scient i f ical ly minded gain as much from
the contents as the professional.  In short ,  a
most readable and user-fr iendly tome! l t  doesn't
stop there! Of particular interesl to me was the
use of the mass of data to produce the most
amazing phenograms documenting the f i rst
appearance of many species plotted against the
lat i tude of the record. These have resulted in
superb demonstrat ions of when and where the
different broods of a species are likely to occur,
data that wi l l f i rm up even more as the recording
effort  cont inues inlo the new mil lennium.

Overall, Ihe "Millennium Atlas of Butterfties in
Britain and lreland' is an astonishingly excellent
book for al l  those interested, not just in
butterf l ies, but in our wider natural  history as
these familiar, and often beautiful, insects are so
indicat ive of the state of our natural  her i tage.
This is going to be a best sel ler without doubt.  l t
is highly readable, beaut i ful ly crafted and at a
surpr is ingly low pr ice. l f  you only buy one book
this year this wi l l  be i t !  This book is a must!

The Bumblebees of Essex
by Ted Benton
Publ ished December 2000
rsBN 0-9530362-4-3
Hardback: €18.50
Lopinga Books

lf you think that bumblebees are a fascinating
subject, then here is a book to own and use -
and well worth the long wait prior to publication.
OK, so the distribution maps just happen to be
of Essex and not Vice County 55 (l wishl) - a
trivial detail that detracts absolutely nothing from
the enormous amount of information given about
the twenty or so bumblebee species described
in this book. These include the 'true" bumbles
(Bombus) and "cuckoo" bumbles (Bornbus, sub-
genus Psithyrus), many of which are likely to be
encountered in VC55 - but exclude species that
are probably extinct and those of a more
northern and western distribution - and there's
even a chapter on bumble mimics!

A general  introduct ion includes bumblebee
structure (mouthparts, pollen baskets, male
genital capsules and female sting sheathes etc)
and is followed by changes in national
distribution and possible reasons for their
current decline (relevant to VC55). Bumblebee
natural history includes life cycles;
bumble/fl ower relationsh ips (includi ng cultivated
plants); cuckoo bumbles; predation and
parasites (again relevant to VC55). Well
il lustrated, user- friendly keys and lots of
excellent colour plates, help to pinpoint the
identification of the bumble species. Another
chapter includes distribution maps and species
accounts for Essex - however the general
descriptions of the castes of the various species,
along with their "forage source charts", is
relevant to local VC55 bumbles. There's
information on "where to watch bumblebees in
Essex", which could also give some indication
about the habitat types that VC55 bumbles
might use; and "Future Research and
Conservation" suggests possible studies that
might equal ly be val id for VC55.

Ted's book is rounded off with a comprehensive
bibliography; and the Appendix covers
bumblebee forage plants in Essex (English
names and scientific names) - but plants that
grow here in VC55. Fifteen years of field
records and a lot of hard work, has produced an
excellent book that will inspire other naturalists
to become "bombologists" and put their own
local bumbles on the map!

Maggie Frankumv
Ray Morr is



Ordnance Survev Street Atlas of
Leicestershire and Rutland
Hardback: €12.99; Spiral  bound: €9.99;
Paperback (pocket-sized): f5.99.
Published 2000
George Philips Ltd.

This is perhaps an
unusual publication to
include in the book review
section, but I think this is
one of the most useful
publications for local
natural history recorders.

Any naturalist who travels around the County
knows the problem - you need an O.S. map to
apply grid references to your records, but you
need so many lo cover the whole County, and
you often find that that you've forgotten to take
the r ight map with you. Also, repeatedly
unfolding maps is tedious and damaging.

This new publication, in its three different
formats (including a highly portable pocket sized
version), overcomes many of these problems.
Firstly, the whole of the County in covered - right
down to the extreme N.E. tip near Bottesford.
Now one can go out-and-about and know you
wil l  have the necessary map convenient ly at
hand. Secondly,  the level of  detai l ,  whi lst  not
showing the same level of  detai l  as normal O.S.
maps, is general ly good enough for most
purposes (physical features, footpaths, etc.).
More importanl ly,  gr id markings are included,
making it easy to give a grid reference to any
casual sighting. Thirdly, for first time, every
street and road in the County is included and
indexed (a real boon for anyone involved in
running a recording scheme!).

Adr ian  Russe l l

Mi l lennium Atlas -  Spiders of Leicestershire
and Rutland
by John Crocker and Jonathan Daws.
Publication late April 2001, 120 pages 44.
Loughborough Natural ists '  Club in Associat ion
with Kairos Press.

This new Atlas brings the recording of the spider
fauna in Leicestershire and Rutland up to date
(August 2000), and is an essential companion to
the earlier publication (Crocker & Daws, 1996)
which covered the topography of the two counties
and traced the history of arachnology in the Vice-
county. Style and format have been maintained
such that the two pafts, 1996 volume and the
Atlas, complement each other, but each is

complete in itself. This extension to the main
volume stands on its own as a point of reference at
the tum of the millennium, and the layout makes
detailed information easily accessible. lt will be the
first publication to present a county fauna in the
new revised intemational systematic order and
incorporates all recent changes in nomenclature.
The authors have therefore provided a convenient
comparison between the old and new checklists,
which many readers will find useful.

Leicestershire and Rutland are together one of
the best studied Vice-counties in Britain and this
beautifully produced publication covers over
30,000 records, including 12,000 new records
(which include 14 new county records) and.plots
the distribution of 341 species, representing over
half of the British list (645). Detailed
commentaries are given of all the new county
records and of some of the rarest species where
additional records have been obtained, with a
wealth of other supporting detail directed at the
present emphasis on biodiversity. The maps are
plotted on a 2km square basis (tetrad) and are
enhanced by specially commissioned drawings of
actual local specimens by Michael J. Roberts,
author of the highly acclaimed Collins Field Guide
to the Spiders of Britain and Northern Europe.

l-

rL

10

Walckenaeria acuminata Blackrval l .  1833

w



b
This detailed report will also be of great value to
those in adjoining counties as a comparison with
their own spider faunas. As George Crabbe
(Nichols, 1798) declared when writing about
spiders and other obscure non-insect arthropods "
nothing particular need be mentioned of these
genera, the same species which are found in other
counties will be met with here". We have come a
long way since 1798, and whereas Crabbe may
have had some justification for his dismissive
slatement, there is an element of truth in it. What is
both interesting from a geographical point of view
and important from an ecological standpoint is also
of great value in the cunent focus on biodiversity
monitoring in this & other counties.

The book has been heavi ly subsidised and is
offered at a substantial pre-publication discount
price of €8 + 12 p.& p., from Kairos Press, 552
Bradgate Road, Newtown Linford, Leicestershire
LE6 OHB.

John Crocker & Jonathan Daws

How to Confound a Recording Scheme!
Maggie Frankum spotted this article in a
gardening magazine. Perhaps this sort of
promotion explains some of unexpected butterfly
sightings that occur from time to time! At €16.44
for five caterpillars, it seems a profitable
business.

X,r*wy**r own $sf*ted l,sdi**,
tloa;a,'JhlriarUefro.il .*rrla*rt*xr;"t* oi ' .
cnar* esm€*{|e$t.r !Eet| btfri|ri*a; hufi*lt;yr*iiri.lilJ..
tarxahrtttdt. l'' frterrdtdr: betr{ {ilrdri,endna{tr*tr|r.:.
i ' .dNrd8dr f rah* . ro . * t t * lbur tc t r r i , *dn id4wd;x . . ' '

Hr#*rs#}sbr{A{nr idldrfr;.ar$,t}{''rbfib^tJr !a#&rfsc
a *m6rrtit*fl|}fffi frlniiusf..qrtcdilrrnat*rnoqtutct$*.tarA,t,, .',
b?!s.bcfiit8f.stJi*br0i,etirm.ltur$sJilftrr,A8lrdrBSgrrlcd :
sfih fyr@rC{G{,U*3rbe rrrtHiuctr, ffigitrhiii $6Fi rId $4
,{4t8ihr4+l?|'s*f d*ts1rstrr{rtf '
h#qnii:frCi&cn|r:l49ilflr; fli ilittr,i{i
b{d$eI ${''€ rrl S, qer}rnrt qr{gr ttF
6 O l$f l tACN;tg nr{ira rf8c} }s*t,
. 

-rri*lrifi 
16 fttrerft lufrr f4 lqs

f tG.a4 inrf D $r{il$rt,t !ds, # $i
StgtrfSrr',nrid,',
4dltttr{r*
wtWrh,.
ur'rr4..itlm rir
it*ralt'*n*ti.'
&toj4i*it:,

\-

v

Ladybird Analysis
How many ladybirds hide un-noticed in our gardens? On 14th October 2000, faced with a felled
Eucalyptus gunnii  in her Knighton garden (SK 596014), Maggie Frankum noticed large numbers of 2-
spot ladybirds (mostly behind the loose bark). Not content with merely making a passing comment on
this, she decided to collect approx. 100 of these ladybirds to see what proportion of different species
and formswere
Species/form Number Gomments
Coccinel la 7-punctata n Hardly anv 7-spots this vear
Adalia 2-ouctata f. tvoica 77 Lots more 2-spots amonq debris
Adalia 2-puctata f. bar annulata 1
Adalia 2-puctata f. quadrimaculata 4T Melanic
Exochomus 4-oustulatus 1 6 Pine ladvbird
Adal ia 1 0-ounctata f .  decempunctata o 1 O-soot
Adal ia 1 0-punctata f .  duodecempunctata z 12 spots
Adal ia 10-punctata f .  bimaculata 2 Melanic
Adalia 1 0-punctata decempustulata o Chequered
Adalia 1 0-ounctata decemouslulata 2 Pale soots not red after 24 hours
Calvia 14-outtata 2 Cream soot
Undetermined (forms of 1O-spots & 2- 6 Sent to M. Maierus for identification
Total 121

The:.fo|towih$..,aig]:w111;'g:]to:]act.:aS..an.:. init ial. : .point.:of: icontac1...forprovidin$advice
members;::AS rVbu:Will,See,;:thiE li5t iS,faf:fiom.comblete,rlf:Vou:think vou cbn help. pleaSe let us know; :i:,::
Coleoptera Derek,tott,,,l-i,ollyi,Ha:yes, 2,16, Birsla!l,,Road; Birslallr::tei.6ester,EE4,,,,aQ€,,r,

Teleohone:  0116 267 1950 Emai l :  d lo t t@le ics.ooV:uk ' . ' ,  ,  , ' , '  : : : : : :  : : :
Diptera John;,Kra.mer,..3,1:.Ash,Tree,Roed;,,Oadby,,,IeiceStef,,,'tE2,,.s.fE,::.:

TeleDhone,:: 0',1i,16',27 1,' 6499r,' Emait: ik@chezei:oo.dem0n:co:uk
Hymentoptera, (Bees)

Telebhone: 01, 1,6 27015933
Lepidoptera ,Adriah,Russef l,,,,l5,St.,Swithinfs Roed,,,Le,ideSter...[E5,2G,8...:,,'.;,',,,;,,:,, ,

Tblebhon,e:,O.1,1i6"241::5,f01: ,,,Email::'adiian@wain5Cot:,de,mon,Co;uk
Biological Recording
(and other orders)
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Meeti ngs Programme for 2001
All indoor meetings are held at Holly Hayes, 216 Birstal l  Road, Birstal l ,
starting at 7.30 p.m. Exhibits are welcome and refreshments are included.

Field meetings may be affected by adverse weather and it is advisable to
check with the leader beforehand, especially in relation to moth evenings.

t,

Indoor Meeting: Nature Conservation at Narborough Bog
Pete Asher
An indoor meeting aimed at providing an introduclion to the Reserve
in preparation for the field meeting and subsequent field work.

Field Meeting: Launde Woods.
Leader. Adrian Russell  (0116 241 5101)
Meet at 10.00 a.m. on the Loddington to Launde Abbey road, by the
track down to the two woods (SK 795035).

Field Meeting: Narborough Bog :-

Leader: John Kramer (01 16 271 6499)
Meet at 10.00am at the Reserve entrance (SP547978). Park on the
car park by the adjacent recreation ground.

Moth Recording Evening: Fosse Meadows
Leader: Len Holton (0116 233 4746)
Meet at dusk in the car park at the reserve entrance (SP 489911).

Moth Recording Evening: Loughborough Big Meadows
Leader. Adrian Russell  (0116 241 5101)
Meet at dusk at the Reserve entrance (SK 539215). Aimed at
recording the Dog's Tooth, previously recorded in good numbers.

Field Meeting: Pickworth Great Wood
Leader: Adrian Russell  (0116 241 5101)
A joint meeting with Butterfly Conservation aimed at recording the
White Admiral, which was seen at this site in 2000.
Meet at 11.00 a.m. at the entrance to the wood (SK 984152), iz

accessible via the track leading off the Clipsham to Holywell road.

Moth Recording Evening: Launde Park Wood
Leader: Adrian Russell  (0116 241 5101) & Jenny Harris
Meet at 9.15 p.m. on the Loddington to Launde Abbey road, by the
track down to the woods (SK 795035). Jenny Harris will be giving an
brief introduction to the Reserve prior to bat and moth recording.

Members Evening
Bring along your exhibits, sl ides and tel l  us about your 2001 season.

Thursday 15th March

Sunday 29th April

Sunday 13th May

Friday 8th June

Sunday 24th June

Sunday 8th July

Thursday 12th July

Thursday 11th October

Thursday 15th November Results of Fieldwork on the Leicestershire Nature Reserves
Various speakers.

Thursday 6th December Annual General Meeting
Mince pies will be served!
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