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A chalcid wasp
new to Leicestershire

Harvestman gallops across Europe
Dicranopalpus ramosus has been noticed by several
members this August. The photo was taken by John
Tinning at Queniborough; Ros Smith found this
harvestman on the Shenton Estate and at Grace Dieu
Wood; Steve Woodward recorded it at Ulverscroft NR.
It has a characteristic resting pose, with all eight legs
spread sideways. No other harvestman has such
obviously forked pedipalps (bottom of photo) - at a
glance this creature seems to have 12 legs! This
species, originally known from Morocco, has rapidly
spread through NW Europe, reaching England
(Bournemouth) in 1957 and Scotland in 2000. Jon
Daws tells me that it has been in the county for some
years, but it does seem particularly conspicuous this
year.

Photo: John Tinning

Ed.

On 20 Mar 2010, I noticed some tiny insects inside my
study window. On looking closer, they had long
ovipositors and wing-venation that indicated Chalcid
wasps. These are mostly parasitic on other insects and
often emerge from galls. I rummaged through the
various specimens in my study to find a gall from
which they might have emerged, but without success.
The wasps are only 3
mm long with a 4 mm
ovipositor. They are
mostly
yellowishbrown in colour, with
dark brown at the back
of the round head. The
relatively large eyes
are pink. The thorax
and the hind femora are
dark brown, as are the
elbowed antennae. The
forewings, each only
2.5 mm long, have
only one prominent
vein, along the leading
Photo: Steve Woodward
edge. Two thirds of the
way along, the vein branches but soon terminates in a
conspicuous dark stigma. Most of the wing is clothed
in minute hairs. Of course, all this in only visible under
the microscope!
Identification of wild roses is not straightforward and
it is often necessary to send away a specimen to a
referee for verification. For this purpose I had
collected a shoot of Sherard’s Downy Rose, Rosa
sherardii, which was confirmed by the referee, Roger
Maskew. It is a beautiful species whose portrait was
used as the frontispiece in the Flora of Leicestershire.
The specimen, from Thringstone (SK43611744), had
old hips attached and in them I noticed perfectly
circular holes, 0.9 mm diameter. Were these hips the
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source of the wasps? I
dissected one to have a closer
look. Sure enough, I found
more
female
wasps
struggling their way out of
the hip. But there were no
host insects or galls - the
wasps were emerging from
the actual seeds.
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By this time I had been in
touch with our local gall and
hymenoptera
specialist
Maggie Frankum, who in
turn consulted the national
Photo: Steve Woodward
expert Robin Williams. It
seems that whereas many
Chalcids are parasitic, the genus Megastigmus includes
some whose grubs feed on seeds, particularly in the
plant families Pinaceae and Rosaceae. Robin checked
my specimen and confirmed that I had found
Megastigmus aculeatus Swederus, a first record for
Leicestershire. Previously found on various other Rosa
species, this appears to be the first record from Rosa
sherardii.
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For a thorough and well-illustrated account of these
wasps with keys, see:
Roques, A. & Skrzypcznska, M. (2003). Seed-infesting
chalcids of the genus Megastigmus Dalman, 1820
(Hymenoptera: Torymidae) native and introduced to
the West Palearctic region: taxonomy, host specificity
and distribution. Journal of Natural History 37, 2,
127-238.
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[available
as
a
free
download
at
www.nhm.ac.uk/resources/researchcuration/projects/chalcidoids/pdf/RoquesSk2003.pdf]
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Silverfish and Firebrats
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The small order Thysanura, or Bristletails, includes Silverfish Lepisma
saccharina and Firebrats Thermobia
domestica. These primitive, wingless
insects were formerly common in
houses and bakeries, but they do not
seem to appreciate our modern
centrally-heated buildings. How are
they doing in Leicestershire? Helen
Ikin would like to know. Please
forward any records to her (contact
details on page 8).

The editor will be happy to receive articles,
short notes and photos (in focus please!) about
insects or other arthropods in Leicestershire
and Rutland, also news of members’ activities
further afield.
Next Copy Deadline: 10 Jan 2011
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Notable leafhopper
from Priory Water

instance, in 2001 there were no Bombus terrestris
bumblebees of any caste seen after 1 November and
normally, no queens were expected to emerge from
hibernation for around three months, that is to say the
following March - although a Bombus terrestris queen
was seen on 5 February 2002, stirring from hibernation
on a warm sunny day. Again in 2003, Bombus
terrestris queens emerged from hibernation in early
March; and Gareth Burton (at the University of
Leicester Attenborough Arboretum in Knighton) also
reported Bombus terrestris queens in March. The last
bumblebees of 2003 were seen in November.

This species of leafhopper (Cicadellidae) was found
in pit-fall traps set for ground beetles at the edge of
one of the smaller finger lakes at Priory Water (Grid
ref. SK 7118) in July 2010. The habitat was dominated
by Common Reed, Phragmites australis, growing in
damp ground that floods in the winter. Agallia
brachyptera is classed as Notable by Kirby (1992) –
meaning that it is uncommon and thought to occur in
less than one hundred 10 km squares of the National
Grid in Britain. Records are mainly from the East
Midlands, including a few from east Leicestershire,
and the north-east, up to Northumberland. The species
is distinctively marked, approximately 3 mm long,
with short forewings (brachypterous) covering only
the base of the abdomen.

In 2004, the first Bombus terrestris queens emerged
mid February at the arboretum and in my garden on
23 March. However at the end of the year, things
started to change, because in the garden, the last
Bombus terrestris was a queen, seen collecting pollen
from Welsh poppies on 14 November - this was
unusual since the queens would usually have gone into
hibernation. At the arboretum, Gareth saw a Bombus
terrestris queen in flight on 23 December; and then
observed them foraging Lonicera x purpusei
throughout January and February 2005. Here in the
garden, the first Bombus terrestris queen was not seen
until 20 March foraging Erica and Heleborus. The
last arboretum bumblebee sighting of 2005 was on 14
November; and in my garden, a Bombus terrestris
queen and a worker with pollen loads were again seen
foraging Welsh Poppy in mid November; and a
Bombus terrestris queen flew by on 21 December.

Although recorded from
both dry and marshy habitats
in Britain and a saltmarsh in
Ireland, the species appears
to have a preference for dry
localities
with
open
vegetation, often on chalk
and limestone (Kirby 1992).
A. brachyptera is a groundliving
species
that
overwinters as an egg and
can be found in the adult
stage between June and
Photo: Tony Cook September. It feeds on a
range of herbs including
Trifolium repens and Achillea millefolium.

In 2006, Bombus terrestris queens were out searching
the garden for nest sites in April, with last sightings in
October; whereas in 2007, Bombus terrestris queens
were active in late January, February & March, with
the last sightings being in mid-September, again
collecting pollen from Welsh Poppies. Again in 2008,
Bombus terrestris workers were seen in the garden in
January and February, foraging recently bought
Mahonia “Winter Sun”, Mahonia “Charity” and
Lonicera x purpusei; and in October, they were
collecting pollen from Mullein. A Bombus terrestris
queen was seen on Christmas Day visiting Mahonia
and foraging continued throughout January and
February 2009. At the arboretum, Gareth reported
Bombus terrestris flying about throughout November
2008; and he reported winter-active bumblebees
foraging Lonicera x purpusei and Stinking Hellebore
in January; and again near Hallam Crescent in
Braunstone. In his Quorn garden, Peter Gamble also
saw Bombus terrestris queens and workers with pollen
loads, foraging Mahonia and Lonicera fragrantissima,
in November and December 2008.

Reference
Kirby P (1992) A review of scarce and threatened
Hemiptera of Great Britain. UK Nature Conservation
No. 2. JNCC Peterborough.

Tony Cook and Frank Clark
Winter Active Bumblebees in VC55
I first became aware of bumblebees and their activities
in my garden, when poor weather conditions in 1996
delayed the start of the flight period of my study bees
Anthophora plumipes by three weeks until late March,
putting them into direct competition for foraging
choices with early bumblebees. From then on each
year, I extended my daily garden observations to
include bumblebees as well, until the autumn when all
the newly mated queens would have hibernated and
all other workers and drones had died off. For

Changes in bumblebee behaviour were becoming more
noticeable, especially foraging winter-flowering
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Observations from the Attenborough
Arboretum

shrubs, and the bumblebees were foraging at quite low
temperatures too - on 6 February 2009, with snow on
the ground after an overnight frost of -1°C, I saw a
Bombus terrestris worker taking nectar from yellow
Mahonia flowers at 3°C. In recent years, winter-active
bumblebees were considered to be a southern activity
(London area and south), but perhaps our observations
suggested that this behaviour pattern has spread
northwards to VC55? Stuart Roberts of BWARS
carried out a winter-active bumblebee survey in 2008/9
and repeated it in 2009/10. I encouraged as many local
naturalists as possible to send in their winter
bumblebee records, and that resulted in several dots
being added to the distribution map for VC55 –
Leicester, Cosby, Quorn and elsewhere.

Maggie Frankum receives a steady flow of specimens
and observations from Gareth Burton at the University
of Leicester’s arboretum, Knighton SK600015. Here
are a couple of examples:
1. Natives fight back? Parasite attacks Harlequin
Ladybird
On 7 May, a moribund Harlequin ladybird Harmonia
axyridis, form succinea was sitting on top of a cocoon
on a nettle leaf. I sent a photo to Peter Brown of the
Harlequin
Ladybird
Survey
harlequinsurvey@ceh.ac.uk and he commented: “this is an
interesting record – we are trying to keep track of
harlequins affected by parasitoids etc. It will be the
parasitic wasp Dinocampus coccinellae that emerges
from the cocoon. The Harlequin is probably alive but
paralysed – and would normally starve. Not a nice way
to go, but pretty common for ladybirds I’m afraid. This
wasp affects at least 10 of our ladybirds and we are
trying to see how well it adapts to the Harlequin.”

For further information see:
Stelzer RJ, Chittka L, Carlton M, Ings TC (2010)
Winter Active Bumblebees (Bombus terrestris) Achieve
High Foraging Rates in Urban Britain. PLoS
ONE 5(3): e9559. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0009559

Maggie Frankum

(Rhopalidae) at
Launde Park Wood
On bank holiday Monday (30 August 2010) at Launde
Park Wood SK785036 I found Corizus hyoscyami
feeding on Musk Mallow
(Malva moschata) in the
wood. This bug has a
southern and coastal
distribution but is now
turning up in the midlands.
Bernard Nau knows of five
records from Bedfordshire
for this year - so it is clearly
becoming more widespread
- last year it was found in a
Northants garden.

2. Delta-winged fly targets Green Shieldbug
On 8 July, I received from Gareth a fly that I hadn’t
seen before, that had distinct stripy wings, held in a
delta position. I took some photos and although I knew
it was not a hoverfly, I sent them to Roger Morris. He
said that it was Phasia hemiptera, a tachinid fly that
parasitises Palomina prasina, the Green Shieldbug. I
forwarded the record to Matt Smith at the Tachinid
Recording Scheme http://www.tachinidae.org.uk, who
agrees with the identification.
[I have also recorded Phasia
hemiptera, from Grace Dieu
and Ulverscroft NR in August.
I was struck by the metallic
blue sheen on the wings - Ed.]

Photo: Tony Cook

[This species also turned up on Marsh Thistle Cirsium
palustre at Ulverscroft NR on 11 August at
SK49681319 - Ed.]

Photos: Maggie Frankum

Tony Cook

Maggie Frankum
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Not-so-solitary Bees in a Woodhouse Lawn

Photos: Helen Ikin

The distinctive grey and black mining bee Andrena
cineraria is fairly frequent in Leicestershire but I was
unprepared for the numbers found to be inhabiting the
lawn of one of the houses in Woodhouse.

form the volcano-like mounds of soil that are seen
around the holes of the more common Andrena fulva.
The Andrenas are accompanied by at least two species
of black and yellow Nomadas, cuckoo bees which also
lay their eggs in the burrows. Their larvae feed on the
pollen food stores provided by the mining bee. The
early instars of some species of cuckoo bee are
equipped with long sharp jaws with which they kill the
larvae of the host species. The long jaws are then
discarded at a subsequent moult.

The village held an Open Gardens day and Megan
Dimitrov told me of these bees so I went to look.
There are several hundred holes in the front lawn of
the house and Brian and Yvonne Starbuck who live
there are pleased to have them. The lawn is on the
south east side of the house so is sunny for much of
the day. It is about 8 by 9 m and has a slight slope
with fairly light and sandy soil. At one end there is a
tree shading the lawn and the holes are less frequent
here. There are no bees on neighbouring lawns of
similar aspect. Many of the holes, as can be seen from
the photograph, are only 3 or 4 cm apart so although
each bee has its own hole they do form a non-social
colony. Some of the holes are in the edges of
flowerbeds alongside the lawn. This species does not

In the nearby churchyard wall the larger Andrena
carantonica has a number of holes. This is a slightly
unusual site for a mining bee usually associated with
holes in soil but the wall is of local stone with mortar
that has crumbled and the bees are nesting between the
stones and in the soil under the base of the wall.

Helen Ikin

Suffolk Moths August 2010
During August, we had a family get-together at
Bawdsey, Suffolk (TM356398). Located a stone’s
throw from Felixstowe, it was amazing to see the huge
container ships ploughing back and fore at all times of
the day literally loaded to funnel height. Where we
stayed was a house located next to a Martello Tower
right at the edge of the cliff – well it seemed to be a
cliff but it was probably no more 20 m to the water
over the sea defences! The area was essentially
marshy with shingle on the beach, large pools and
remnants of the Suffolk heaths. Plenty of Scots Pine
but no oaks which was rather unusual for someone
used to the East Midlands.

Saltern Ear, Ear and Striped Wainscot moths. Photos: Ray Morris

three nights a total of 459 individuals were caught with
the commonest, surprisingly, being the Turnip (Agrotis
segetum) accounting for 18% of the catch! Lesser
Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing (Noctua janthe)
and Large Yellow Underwing (Noctua pronuba)
followed each being 9% of the total catch. Micros
were relatively scarce although Agriphila tristella was
by far the commonest recorded (7%).

Moth trapping was planned to be carried each night
for seven nights that we were there but storms and high
winds limited this to three occasions. However,
perhaps as may be expected, some of the species
trapped are not exactly common in VC55! Over the

Amongst the macros several were new to me! The
Saltern Ear (Amphipoea fucosa) was easy to separate
5
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Derek Lott’s achievements recognised

from the Ear (Amphipoea oculea) although Waring &
Townsend recommend confirmation by genitalia
preparation. The beautifully-marked Striped Wainscot
(Mythimna pudorina) was a surprise, although
according to the Suffolk Moth Recorder, Tony
Pritchard, it is a species expected to be found on
Suffolk’s shingle beaches (as are the Ear moths).
Another new one was the White-point (Mythimna
albipunctata) which, I seem to recall, has been found
on odd occasions in VC55(?). Two others that I had
a glimpse of were the Cream-bordered Green Pea
(Earias clorana) and the Pinion-streaked Snout
(Schrankia costaestrigalis) – but as they flitted before
I had a chance to pot them I am not sure that I identified
them correctly. However Tony does say that both are
regularly recorded in this part of Suffolk. Apparently
the recording of a Poplar Kitten (Furcula bifida) was
considered fairly noteworthy!

Our very own consultant entomologist Dr Derek Lott
has been awarded Honorary Membership of the NBN
(National Biodiversity Network) Trust for his
outstanding contribution to biological recording.
Derek is an authority on beetles, in particular
Staphylinids, and has been recording them in
Leicestershire and further afield for 25 years. Thanks
to Derek’s meticulous record-keeping and data
preparation work, all these records are now freely
available to everyone on the Internet via the NBN. In
addition to his beetle recording, Derek played a major
role in setting up the Leicestershire Environmental
Records Centre (at Holly Hayes) and contributed to
the development of the NBN itself. He has been an
active member of Loughborough Naturalists’ Club,
Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society, the
Amateur Entomologists’ Society and the British
Entomological and Natural History Society. He has
helped to shape the conservation movement in our
county (as Chairman of the Wildlife Trust and author
of guidelines for Biodiversity Action Plans and
Wildlife Sites).

Moth trapping at such a location emphasises the
importance of habitat. Shingle beaches look, at first
glance, inhospitable places but are, in fact, teeming
with wildlife and there are plenty of salt-spray tolerant
plants that provide suitable nutrition to insects. Don’t
forget, one of the best places to trap is the shingle at
Dungeness!

Ray Morris

Derek
has
recently written
a volume in the
Handbooks for
the Identification
of British Insects
series, published
by RES and FSC
(2010).
The
Staphylinidae
(rove beetles) of
Britain
and
Ireland.
Vol.
12, Part 5:
S cap h i d i i n ae,
Piestinae,
Oxytelinae.
ISBN 978 0
901546 90 6. The book contains clearly illustrated
keys, detailed descriptions and colour photos. We look
forward to further titles in this series.

Daylight Robbery

Photo: Steve Woodward

The Kite-tailed Robber-fly Machimus atricapillus
(Asilidae) put in an appearance during several
excursions to Grace Dieu and Ulverscroft this August.
This large, grey, predatory fly with powerful legs has
a peculiar way of resting on fences, tilted over so that
it is side-on to the sun. The males of this species can
be identified in the field by looking for the forked tab
under the end of the abdomen, like a kite’s tail.

For all these reasons, and others, the NBN Trust
believes that Derek “richly deserves honorary
membership”.

Steve Woodward

Ed.
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–
On 21 March, a queen of this species was seen and
photographed visiting flowers of the winter-flowering
honeysuckle Lonicera fragrantissima growing up
against the south-east facing back wall of our house
at 96 Meeting Street, Quorn (SK558162) and on the
23rd and 24th, two queens were present together at
one time visiting the honeysuckle. These visits
continued up until the end of March and on 2 April
three were present together. In addition to visiting
the honeysuckle, Tree Bumblebees were also seen
visiting the flowers of Anemone blanda and other
garden flowers.
After having gone unnoticed in the garden for several
weeks, a Tree Bumblebee worker was seen visiting
the flowers of Cotoneaster horizontalis in our front
garden on 30 May; and on 1 June one was also seen
visiting Aquilegia flowers in the garden; then, on 3
June, up to sixty were noticed gyrating around a Tree
Creeper nest-box on a Cornelian Cherry Cornus mas
in shade at the top of our garden, near Kaye’s
Plantation. This behaviour, first noted mid-morning,
continued until well into the evening and then daily
throughout most of the month. On 21 June smaller
numbers were found to be active in and around a tit
box fastened on the south facing gable end of our
garden shed in full sun with up to a dozen on the
outside of the box, some at the entrance hole, vibrating
their wings apparently in an attempt to cool the interior
of the nest-box, an activity noted on several
subsequent days during hot, sunny weather.

The Tree Bumblebee first appeared in the UK on the south
coast in 2001 and has spread rapidly northwards. The
pattern of orange thorax, black abdomen and white tail is
distinctive.

visiting flowers of Cotoneaster horizontalis on a
north-east facing wall on 31 May and others on 3 June.
Further afield, several were seen flying around an old
post, a likely nesting site, at Pilling’s Lock Willowholt (SK 564185), Quorn, on 1 July and several others
were noted on the same day visiting Teasel flowers at
the Reed-bed Nature Reserve Car Park, Wanlip
(SK607113).

Peter Gamble

During July, the species was seen visiting flowers of
Campanula latifolia, C. alliarifolia, Malva moschata,
Origanum vulgare and Frangula alnus in our garden.
This distinctive bumblebee was also noted at Quorn
Baptist Church (SK557161) where four were seen

Photos: Peter Gamble
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Looking for help?
The following are willing to act as an initial point of
contact for providing advice and information to
members.

Hymenoptera (Aculeates):- Maggie Frankum, see
page 2.
Hymenoptera (Non-aculeates):- Gareth Price, Holly
Hayes, 216 Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicester LE4 4DG.
0116 267 0008. Gareth.price@leics.gov.uk

Arachnids
(Spiders,
harvestmen,
pseudoscorpions):- Jon Daws, 177 Featherstone
Drive, Leicester LE2 9RF. Julia1958@btinternet.com

Hemiptera:- Dave Budworth, see page 2.
Biological Recording:- Sue Timms, Holly Hayes, 216
Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicester LE4 4DG. 0116 267
0018. Sue.timms@leics.gov.uk

Isopoda (Woodlice): - Jon Daws, see Arachnids.
Lepidoptera:- Adrian Russell, 15 St Swithin’s Road,
Leicester
LE5
2GE.
0116
241
5101.
Adrian@wainscot.demon.co.uk

Chilopoda:- Helen Ikin, 237 Forest Road,
Woodhouse, Woodhouse Eaves, Leics LE12 8TZ.
01509 890102. helen@canids.freeserve.co.uk
Coleoptera:- Derek Lott, see page 2.

Mecoptera, Neuroptera, Plecoptera :- Steve
Woodward, see page 2.

Diplopoda:- Jon Daws, see Arachnids.

Odonata, Orthoptera:- Helen Ikin, see Chilopoda.

Diptera (Acalypterates, Syrphids & Brachycera):Darwyn Sumner, 122 Link Road, Anstey, Leicester
LE7
7BX.
0116
212
5075.
Darwyn.sumner@ntlworld.com

Phthiraptera, Siphonaptera:- Frank Clark, 4 Main
Street, Houghton on the Hill, Leicester LE7 9GD.
0116 243 2725. ClrFlea@aol.com
Plant Galls:- Maggie Frankum, see page 2.

Diptera (Nematocera - Mosquitoes, Blackflies &
Craneflies):- John Kramer, 31 Ash Tree Road, Oadby,
Leicester
LE2
5TE.
0116
271
6499.
john.kramer@btinternet.com

Thysanoptera:- Ivan Pedley, 28 Woodbank Road,
Groby, Leicester LE6 0BQ. 0116 287 6886.
ivan.pedley@gmail.com
Trichoptera (adults):- Ray Morris, see page 2.

Black Darter seen at Grace Dieu Wood

Indoor Meetings Programme

The Black Darter Sympetrum danae is Britain’s
smallest dragonfly. As a heath and moorland species,
it is very thinly scattered in the lowlands and there are
less than ten records for Leicestershire (Ian Merrill).
On a recording excursion to Grace Dieu Wood,
Thringstone, on 15 August, Steve Smith, Steve
Woodward and Helen
Ikin found one by
some small pools that
had formed in forestry
machinery wheel ruts,
SK433175. There was
only one insect, a
male, and it was not
found on subsequent
visits, however these
Photo: Steve Woodward
pools
have been
productive for other dragonfly species this year and
there are certainly many nymphs lurking in there...

All meetings in 2010 will be held at Holly Hayes, 216
Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicester LE4 4DG. The
session starts at 7:30 in the lecture room, but most
members arrive half an hour earlier for a natter and a
cuppa. Visitors are welcome.
Thursday 21 October 2010 Members’ evening.
Please bring any exhibits, photographs, slides, digital
images etc.
Thursday 11 November 2010 A lecture on Diptera
written by the late P A S Muschamp, curator at New
Walk Museum and narrated by Anona Finch.
Thursday 9th December 2010 AGM with Christmas
cake and mince pies. Followed by members’
slides/digital images etc. This will be our last ever
indoor meeting at Holly Hayes. A time to celebrate
and look to the future.

Steve Woodward
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