NEWSLETTER 48
January 2013

LEICESTERSHIRE
ENTOMOLOGICAL
SOCIETY

VC55

Rarest ever moth from VC55?
Orange-tip ovipositing on Rape
During the summer of 2012, Lenny Holton and myself
were collecting natural history records at Grey Lodge
Wood, Groby, near Martinshaw Wood. The date was
26 May. I remarked that we had not seen a butterfly
that we expected to see, the Orange-tip Anthocharis
cardamines, nor any of its its foodplants. Within ten
minutes, Lenny had found one settled on Oil-seed Rape
Brassica napus. Much to my surprise, the butterfly was
moving in a way that I have often seen before in other
species preparing to lay eggs. Using my reversed
binoculars as an improvised hand-lens, I could see that
the butterfly was indeed ovipositing on the plant. I
considered that this may be a new food-plant for this
species - I would be most interested to know if anyone
else has observed this behaviour.

Harry Ball

In the spring of 2012, Rebecca Faulkner contacted me
to let me know that, as a student at Nottingham Trent
University, she was about to start her dissertation
project, which involved light trapping at The
Outwoods (SK5115) near Loughborough. The main
aim of her study was to see if there was any difference
in moth diversity and abundance between two similar
woodland stands. She kindly kept me in touch with her
moth recording and forwarded her results through to
me on a regular basis.
On 18 August, Becky and Paul Hegginson had a
particularly productive session at The Outwoods, when
they recorded 19 Black Arches (there have been odd
records from the western half of the county, but never
in numbers like this before), 15 Scalloped Hook-tips
and 114 Lesser Swallow Prominents. Although
primarily focussing on macromoths, Becky did her
best to record as many micromoths as she could. She
contacted me about one very interesting looking
micromoth that she had retained from that night. I
couldn’t readily put a name to it, but thankfully Mark
Skevington was able to identify it as Harpella forficella.

Sawfly Rhogogaster viridis - one of the species confirmed as
occurring in Leicestershire - see page 3. Photo: Steve Woodward

Not only is this a first for VC55, it appears that it may
in fact be only the third UK record of this species. On
this basis, it is probably the rarest moth ever taken in
the county! Unfortunately. the moth died before it
could be photographed alive. The specimen will be
transferred to the Leics reference collection.

Adrian Russell
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Editorial
Those of us who visited the Derbyshire &
Nottinghamshire Entomological Society (DANES)
exhibition in November were impressed by the range
of displays, filling three rooms at the Brackenhurst
Campus, Southwell. One of the displays resulted in a
new county record for Leicestershire the very next day!
(see “A Gem”, page 6). As well as enjoying the
displays, it was a good opportunity to chat to other
entomologists and to hear a programme of short
lectures. The venue was very easy to reach from
Leicester, being not far from the A46.
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Dave Nicholls has volunteered to co-ordinate Sawfly
(Symphyta) and Mollusc records. He has compiled an
impressive sawfly list for the county through
NatureSpot. Helen Ikin and myself have recently had
some sawflies identified by the national expert, so they
are listed alongside Dave’s article (page 3).
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Following Jon Daws’ departure from the county, Helen
Ikin has stepped in to co-ordinate Woodlice (Isopoda)
and Millipede (Diplopoda) recording. But we still have
a vacancy for the Arachnid groups. Maggie Frankum
continues to look after Bumblebees but all other
aculeates (solitary bees, social and solitary wasps, ants)
have also been adopted by Helen.
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The January edition is normally a thin one, but (after
a little prompting) sufficient copy arrived to fill more
than eight pages. My thanks go to the contributors.
Twelve pages are easier to staple, so I have filled out
a few columns with detailed records. They are mostly
my own because no-one else has submitted any. These
do not make rivetting reading, perhaps, but the records
are in print and cannot now be lost as a result of budget
cuts or computer compatibility problems. Other
records from under-recorded groups, or difficult
species that have been verified, can be included in the
Newsletter, so do send them in.
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Steve Woodward

Publications downloadable from:

www.naturespot.org.uk/content/leicestershireentomological-society
The editor will be happy to receive articles, short notes
and photos (in focus please!) about insects or other
arthropods in Leicestershire and Rutland, also news of
members’ activities further afield. Photos to be sent
separately please at high resolution. Unless otherwise
credited, photos are by the author of the article.
Leafhopper Cicadella viridis - one of the easy species
in this large group. Photo: Steve Woodward
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2

January 2013

Sawfly

LES Newsletter 48

breeding in VC55

Wright, A. (1990). British Sawflies (Hymenoptera;
Symphyta) A key to adults of the Genera occurring in
Britain. Field Studies Council.

In Newsletter 46, a year ago, I reported a large and
spectacular sawfly, Cimbex connatus, at Leicester’s
Central Lending Library – only the third time this
species had been found in Leicestershire (the previous
record was in 2008 from Loughborough, see
Newsletter 39). This species only appeared in the UK
about 20 years ago, with the first record from Wiltshire,
but has spread rapidly northwards since. It is
particularly associated with its main larval foodplant Italian Alder, Alnus cordata, though they can feed on
other Alder species. It is thought that its spread is
linked to the amenity planting of Alnus cordata.

David Nicholls
Other recent sawfly records
We have collected sawfly specimens, mostly for the
Loughborough Naturalists’ Club Grace Dieu wildlife
survey. We are grateful to Guy Knight of the National
Museums, Liverpool, for identifying them for us.
Some appear to be first county records.
Tenthredo notha: on thistle in ungrazed grassland near
Cademan Wood, Thringstone SK435168, 30/07/2011,
SFW & HI.

In the article, I suggested that we should look out for
the large, green larvae on Alders, not really expecting
to find one myself. It was a surprise then, while
showing friends around Kirby Muxloe Castle
SK523046 on 25 August, my eye was drawn to a pale
green blob on a leaf of a low hanging tree branch.
Closer inspection revealed
it to be a huge rubbery
larvae. My suspicions grew
when I checked the tree
species, Italian Alder, and
sure enough it was the larva
of Cimbex connatus - clear
evidence that this is now an
established addition to our
sawfly fauna.

Tenthredo livida: Grace Dieu Wood, Thringstone
SK433177, 14/05/2011, SFW.
Tenthredo mesomela: on Spindle in ungrazed
grassland near Thringstone SK438173, 28/05/2010,
SFW.
Macrophya annulata: swept from tall herbs among
young plantation, Grace Dieu Manor Farm SK436183,
01/06/2011, SFW. First VC55 record?
Abia sericea: in marsh, Ulverscroft Nature Reserve
compt 1 SK49431325, 11/06/2010, SFW. Local and
uncommon, associated with Devil’s-bit Scabious
Succisa pratensis.

Sawflies belong to the suborder, Symphyta, believed
to be the most primitive branch of the Hymenoptera –
the order that includes bees, wasps and ants. There are
around 500 species on the British list, some large and
spectacular but some that are tiny gall-causers. They
are relatively under-recorded and there is currently no
popular guide book. The keys written by Benson
(1951-58) remain the main identification aid, though
an Aidgap publication (Wright, 1990) provides
updated keys but to genus only. The VC55 list,
provided by the Leicestershire and Rutland
Environmental Records Centre two years ago listed 35
species, but this has been virtually doubled through
NatureSpot since then. The NatureSpot gallery of
VC55 sawflies illustrates most of the species likely to
be encountered, plus larvae and galls, however there
are undoubtedly many more species to be found.

Rhogogaster viridis: swept from roadside verge,
Thringstone SK433172, 17/05/2011, SFW & HI.
Photo on front cover.
Arge cyanocrocea: swept from tall vegetation on
railway embankment, Grace Dieu Manor Farm
SK435182, 04/05/2011, SFW.
Dolerus aeneus: swept from long grass, Cademan
Moor, Thringstone SK436169, 30/07/2011, SFW &
HI.
Athalia lugens: swept from fen vegetation, Grace Dieu
Wood, Thringstone SK434176, 10/07/2011, SFW &
HI. First VC55 record?

References:

Athalia rosae: swept from marshy woodland, Grace
Dieu Wood, Thringstone SK433175, 14/05/2011,
SFW.

Benson, R.B. (1951, 52, 58). Handbooks for the
Identification of British Insects. Vol VI Parts 2a, b, c:
Hymenoptera, Symphyta. Available to download from
http://www.royensoc.co.uk/content/out-printhandbooks.

Calameuta pallipes: swept from grass, Cademan
Moor, Thringstone SK434172, 23/06/2011, SFW. First
VC55 record?

Steve Woodward & Helen Ikin
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Mothing at Addah Wood

and ten Ancylis laetana. The latter is an Aspen feeding
species that had only previously been recorded from Cloud
Wood (one in 2008; 12 in 2010) and Pickworth Great
Wood (one in 2008) – both sites being well-known for
Aspen-feeding species.
The other, even more noteworthy micro was
Pseudosciaphila branderiana, another Aspen-feeder,
which had only been recorded twice before from the
county: one taken in Cloud Wood in 1986 and three
taken at Pickworth Great Wood in 2003 – four in total
and I had taken three on this occasion!

Pickworth Great Wood is one of the best woodlands
in VC55 for moths, but the other woods nearby are less
well known. Some moth trapping has been undertaken
at Clipsham Park Wood, but this has proved less
productive, largely due to the fact that this is mainly a
coniferous wood currently being felled and replanted.
So, in the last few years I have switched my attention
to Addah Wood. This is a relatively small deciduous
wood that is accessed via a very rutted track leading
north from Clipsham Park Wood. Little is known about
the moth fauna of Addah Wood, though it used to hold
a colony of Chequered Skipper butterflies.

Micro-moth Pseudosciaphila branderiana

The macro-moths included Satyr Pug, Grey Arches
and Treble Lines, but the real highlight was two
Red-necked Foootman, a species that had not even
been recorded from Pickworth Great Wood before.
The final total for the night was 484 moths of 102
species – much better than I had expected, but what
was most pleasing was that 86 of these species were
new for the site.

In what was a disappointing year for moth recording,
a session at Addah Wood (SK970173) on 26 June 2012
was one of my highlights for the year.
Taking particular care to ensure that I stayed the right
side of the Rutland/Linconshire border, I ran an MV light
over a sheet for a few hours after dusk, plus three MV
traps overnight. The micro-moths recorded included
Choristoneura hebenstreitella, Olindia schumacherana

Red-necked Footman

I also found a very large and striking hoverfly in one
of the MV traps: Volucella inflata, which has only
recently turned up in the county (see Newsletter 46).

Adrian Russell
Micro-moth Ancylis laetana
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Satellite Fly stalks Mining Bee

Elusive bee re-appears after 66 years

While watching solitary bees, I have occasionally seen
a small fly “shadowing” a flying bee, tracking its every
manoeuvre exactly, just an inch or two behind. I
suspected that the fly was not just being friendly, but
had sinister intentions. On 22 May, at Hough Mill,
Swannington SK410170, I succeeded in catching both
the bee and the fly for identification. The bee was
Andrena haemorrhoa, one of the common “mining”
bees. This bee (unlike many in the genus) is distinctive,
the queen has an orange thorax and hind legs, and a
black abdomen with orange hairs at the tip.

During a Leicester Lit & Phil (Natural History Section)
visit to Bardon Hill on 1 September 2012, Helen Ikin
and myself were checking the Heather for insects. Our
attention was drawn to a bee with conspicuous pale
bands on its abdomen and I managed to net it. That
feature is typical of the genus Colletes. Closer
examination revealed a bifid tongue and wing venation
that confirmed the genus. This female keyed out to
Colletes succinctus, for which the last record,
according to Archer (1990), was at Woodhouse Eaves
in 1946 by Spooner. We checked our specimen
carefully against a reference specimen at the
Collection Resources Centre at Barrow.

The fly, on the other hand, was a little grey bristly job
like so many others! I ran it through the family key
provided by Stuart Ball at one of the Dipterists Forum
workshops. The answer was Anthomyiidae, a family
of 238 species, many of which are hard work to name.
Recognising that this specimen was beyond my
experience, I sought expert help through John Kramer,
who put me in touch with Jon Cole. Jon identified the
specimen as a female Leucophora obtusa. On account
of their behaviour, flies in this genus are known as
Satellite flies. The fly follows the bee back to her nest
where the fly will lay an egg. The grub will feed on
the pollen and nectar collected by the bee for her own
offspring, so the feeding strategy of the fly is
cleptoparasitism. Andrena fulva, another common
mining bee (and the easiest to recognise) is the usual
host of L. obtusa in the UK (Polidori et al., 2005). My
limited observation cannot confirm whether the fly had
misidentified the bee, or whether Andrena haemorrhoa
was the intended host.

The site was the restored heathland at the top of the
hill, SK462132, which is entirely appropriate for this
heather specialist solitary bee.
Reference:
Archer. M.E. (1990). The Aculeate Solitary Wasps
and Bees (Hymenoptera: Aculeata) of Leicestershire.
Transactions of the Leicester Literary and
Philosophical Society, 84, 9-25.

Reference:
Polidori C. et al. (2005). Satellite flies (Leucophora
personata, Diptera: Anthomyiidae) and other dipteran
parasites of the communal bee Andrena agilissima
(Hymenoptera: Andrenidae) on the island of Elba,
Italy. Journal of Natural History 39(29) 2745-2758.

Steve Woodward & Helen Ikin
Glass tubes for sale

Steve Woodward

Members are reminded that I have a stock of glass
tubes with polythene stoppers (see Newsletter 45).
Sold in tens. 12 x 38 mm: £1.50; 12 x 50 mm: £1.50;
18 x 50 mm: £2.50. If requested, I will bring them to
meetings.

Steve Woodward
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A Gem for VC55

NOT the way to do it! (with apologies to
Mr Punch)

Maggie Frankum had been telling us about an oak gall
that has recently been spreading in this country –
caused by Andricus gemmeus. At the Derbys & Notts
Entomological Society show, Jerry Clough from the
British Plant Gall Society had a stand and showed us
photos and advised us where to look. The next day
(18 November 2012), Steve Woodward and I went to
Grace Dieu Wood and, after much fruitless searching,
I was lucky enough to spot three galls together on a
young tree in the National Forest plantation SK432179
to the west of the main wood.

I came across the following in the Zoologist of 1862!
“Occurrence of Sphinx convolvuli near Sheerness –
Yesterday a seaman belonging to HMS Cumberland
brought me a specimen of the above, but it was
perfectly useless, the body having been transfixed by
a large copper nail and the wings confined to the slip
of wood upon which it was placed by means of glue!
Henry L Saxby, HMS Devonshire”

Ray Morris

In Jerry’s words: “The galls
are small, rarely larger than
5 mm in diameter, and may
be red, reddish-yellow,
yellow,
or
brown
(presumed to be stages
towards maturity). They
have been found on oaks
Photo: Steve Woodward from
small
saplings
through to trees with breast
high girths (BHG) of several metres, but the easiest
trees to search are mid-sized oaks with a BHG of from
60-100 cm. The galls are predominantly found on
epicormic buds on the trunk between 30 and 200 cm
above ground, so trees with little or no sign of
epicormic growth tend to be unproductive (these
include parkland trees where the crown has been lifted
by removal of lower limbs). Galls are often easier to
see if the trunk is viewed from the side (perhaps one
reason why they've been found on mid-sized trees).
Location does not appear to matter: galls have been
found not only in ancient woodland, but in gardens,
urban parks, street trees, and even in the middle of a
roundabout.”

Simple Experiments with Insects
While perusing the shelves of a second-hand bookshop
I came across a slim volume with the above title. Of
course, I had to buy it and it proved to be fascinating.
Written in 1948 by German-born Hans Kalmus who
was Professor of Genetics at University College,
London, it details 104 experiments that illustrate the
natural tendencies of various invertebrates from bees
to book lice.
One shows the thigmotaxis of the earwig. Thigmotaxis
is the tendency of an animal to seek contact with a
surface so that small creatures tend to move into cracks
and crevices where they are in contact with the sides
of the crack. This contact with several surfaces also
seems to inhibit movement so that animal remains
motionless in the crevice. This obviously is beneficial
in the game of survival as hiding in a crack means that
you are less likely to be captured and eaten.
For another experiment, you need a hog louse
Haematopinus suis which is a blood sucking louse
about 6 mm long and has a tendency to become
motionless if put on a cloth. However if you then sound
a tuning fork nearby, it becomes agitated and runs from
the source of the vibration. This is said to illustrate
the tendency of the louse to avoid being dislodged from
the pig’s body by moving away from any scratching
that the pig host may do.

Andricus gemmeus is a Cynipid wasp about 3 mm long.
The first gall was found in North Essex in 2008. Since
then has been recorded in 13 more vice-counties as far
north as Sheffield. According to Fauna Iberica 16 the
insect has alternate generations in different species of
oak – the bi-sexual generation in Quercus cerris –
Turkey Oak and the all-female (agamic) generation in
Quercus robur – as far as is known. The galls on Q.
robur are deciduous and fall off in the autumn. The
adult wasps emerge in the spring.

Some of the experiments are not so benign and involve
removing various parts of insects such as the tarsi, to
see what effect this had on their behaviour!

Jerry is collating the records and likes to know details
of the trees that have the gall - colour, size of the gall,
location (height off ground, on trunk or twig),
orientation on tree (compass point) and the BHG of
the tree.

However, it is a very interesting read and from it one
can learn a lot about insects by without doing the actual
experiments.

Helen Ikin

Helen Ikin
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Solitary wasp

new to Leics

other aculeates with similar preferences were present,
namely Lindenius albilabris and Cerceris rybyensis.
Astata boops preys on immature and sometimes adult
bugs, which it flies to the nest site.

Among my collection of unidentified red and black
bees (assumed to be Sphecodes) was one that looked
out of place. The eyes were very large, and touching
at the top of the head. The abdomen was relatively
small, compared to the thorax. The insect had long
hairs - which is not unusual for a bee - but down the
microscope I noticed that the hairs were simple, not
feathery. The wing venation differed from the other
insects in my collection. My key to bee genera (a draft,
by G.W. Allen, 2006) led me down a blind alley.
Eventually, I twigged that it was not a bee at all, but a
wasp! Having made that breakthrough, the wasp key
(Yeo & Corbet, 1995) led me fairly easily to a male
Astata boops. UK wasps are better covered by the
literature than bees, although the best description is to
be found in the Fauna Entomologica Scandinavica
series (Lomholdt, 1975). The detailed description there
left no doubt that this was my insect, which also
matched a reference specimen at the Collections
Resources Centre, Barrow. A distinctive feature is the
series of little brown bumps under segments 3-9 of the
antennae, which are clear under the microscope.

References:
Archer, M.E. (1990). The Aculeate Solitary Wasps
and Bees (Hymenoptera: Aculeata) of Leicestershire.
Transactions of the Leicester Literary and
Philosophical Society, 84, 9-25.
Lomholdt, O. (1975). The Sphecidae (Hymenoptera)
of Fennoscandia and Denmark. Fauna Entomologica
Scandinavica Vol. 4.
Yeo, P.F. & Corbet, S.A. (1995). Solitary Wasps.
Naturalists’ Handbooks Vol 3. Richmond Publishing.

Steve Woodward
Wormwood Moth at Belgrave
The Wormwood Moth (Cucullia absinthii) has always
been an uncommon moth in VC55, although the fact
that it does not appear to come readily to light may be
a factor. Since 2000, the best known colony of this
moth was at the site of the former brickworks in
Syston, from where the larvae of this moth had been
beaten from Wormwood (Artemisia absinthium) on a
number of occasions up until 2005. Since then, it has
not been recorded from there despite a number of visits
to check for its presence, despite the fact that there is
still plenty of Wormwood growing there.
In 2011, made a few
visits to some waste
ground in Belgrave,
Leicester (SK594076),
which had some nice
stands of Wormwood,
though I failed to
record the moth there.
However, on 15
September 2012, I
swept five larvae from the Wormwood growing there.
I would urge recorders to look for this larva whenever
Wormwood plants are encountered although, being
well camouflaged, the larvae of the moth are tricky to
spot without sweeping. Perhaps the other tip is to be
persistent if not found on the first occasion.

A male Astata boops. Photo: Steve Woodward

Astata boops is not mentioned in Michael Archer’s
paper on Leicestershire aculeates (Archer, 1990).
When I checked the national distribution map on the
BWARS web site, I found no dots anywhere near
Leicestershire! It occupies the south coast and thins
out rapidly northwards. So this appears to be a
significant record. The wasp was found beside a
trampled path in grassland, just below the beacon at
Castle Hill, Mountsorrel, SK582148, on 27 July 2012
by S.F. Woodward & H. Ikin. The site is typical of the
nesting habitat of this ground-nesting species - indeed

Whilst sweeping wormwood on that occasion, I also
swept an adult and nymph of the bug Stictopleurus
punctatonervosus.

Adrian Russell
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Records of Empids and Dolis

Hilara quadrifasciata: LNC Grace Dieu compartment
74, SK434173, 20/06/2012, SFW & HI, det. Adrian
Plant.

The “Empids and Dolis” are fly families that are
scarcely recorded locally. They are by no means the
most difficult of fly families, but there is no popular
guide, and the keys are fairly hard going for the novice.
We have made use of the Collections and Resources
Centre at Barrow to compare reference specimens; in
the case of the Dolis we have attended a workshop run
by the Dipterists Forum; and we have made contact
with the recording scheme organisers or other national
experts to verify identifications. We are very grateful
to them for sharing their expertise, also to John Kramer
for help and encouragement.

DOLICHOPODIDAE
Argyra diaphana: Belton parish, LNC Grace Dieu
compartment 12, SK434182, 04/06/2012, SFW, det.
Martin Drake.
Dolichopus popularis: Ulverscroft LRWT Reserve,
compartment 3a, SK48981323, 07/06/2010, SFW, det.
Roy Crossley; Grace Dieu Wood, LNC compartment
14, SK43611759, 10/07/2011, HI, det. Roy Crossley.
Dolichopus trivialis: Belton parish, LNC Grace Dieu
compartment 58, SK435180, 26/06/2011, SFW & HI,
det. Roy Crossley.

Some of these may be common species, but underrecorded in VC55. Some will, no doubt, be new county
records. LNC compartments are those adopted by
Loughborough Naturalists’ Club for their Grace Dieu
survey (report in prep.)

Dolichopus ungulatus: Grace Dieu Wood, LNC
compartment 14, SK43611759, 10/07/2011, SFW &
HI, det. Roy Crossley.

HYBOTIDAE

Hercostomus nigripennis: Coalville, Cademan Moor,
SK435171, 20/06/2012, SFW, det. Martin Drake.

Ocydromia glabricula: Belton parish, LNC Grace
Dieu compartment 50, SK433180, 28/10/2011, SFW
& HI, det. Adrian Plant.

Poecilobothrus nobilitatus: Rutland Water, Egleton
LRWT Reserve, SK879071, 07/07/2012, SFW;
Newfield Colliery NR, SK321156, 15/07/2012, SFW;
Quorn River Soar near Pilling's Lock, SK567178,
01/08/2012, SFW; Ulverscroft, Poultney Farm,
Ulverscroft Pond, SK498129, 30/07/2007, SFW, det.
RKA Morris.

EMPIDIDAE
Empis tessellata: Belton parish, LNC Grace Dieu
compartment 58, SK436180, 04/06/2012, HI, det.
SFW; Shenton Estate, Belt Piece, SP392999,
24/05/2012, SFW.

Liancalus
virens:
Belton parish, LNC
Grace
Dieu
compartment
50,
S K 4 3 3 1 8 0 ,
28/10/2011, SFW &
HI, det. Roy Crossley.

Empis livida: Ulverscroft LRWT Reserve,
compartment 18, SK494133, 11/07/2006, SFW, det.
RKA Morris; Charley parish, LNC Grace Dieu
compartment 54, SK438174, 30/07/2011, SFW & HI,
det. Roy Crossley; Shenton Estate, SP3898, SFW &
HI, det. Andrew Grayson; Watermead Country Park,
SK604111, 31/05/2010, SFW & HI.

Scellus
notatus:
Ulverscroft LRWT
Reserve, compartment
7a, 04/07/2008, SFW,
det. RKA Morris.

Empis aemula: Grace Dieu Wood, LNC compartment
13, SK435179, 04/06/2012, SFW, det. Adrian Plant.
Empis stercorea: Charley parish, LNC Grace Dieu
compartment 54, SK437173, 11/05/2011, SFW, det.
Roy Crossley.

Campsicnemus
curvipes: Grace Dieu
Wood,
LNC
compartment
13,
S K 4 3 4 1 8 1 ,
Liancalus virens males gathering 23/04/2012,
SFW,
on a damp wall at Grace Dieu
det. Martin Drake.

Empis trigramma: Belton parish, LNC Grace Dieu
compartment 50, SK430173, 20/05/2012, SFW, det.
Adrian Plant.
Hilara maura: Grace Dieu Wood, LNC compartment
09, SK431175, 16/05/2010, John Kramer.

Steve Woodward & Helen Ikin
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SQI - evaluating woodlands for deadwood beetles

A note of my discovery of this RDB3 Tenebrionid and
first county record was published in the Entomologist’s
Record and in Lane et al. (2002). Graham cites an
individual in Warwickshire so, although I am not
aware of the species being found in the county up to
2009, I presume it is still the only record, unless more
have been found in the last few years.

Graham Finch's note "New Beetle for VC55" in
Newsletter 47 about the discovery of Corticeus
unicolor at Cloud Wood NR on 23 April 2012 refers
to “individuals” being recorded from Herefordshire
and Warwickshire. As the latter is my record - my only
Red Data Book species in the middle of a twelve year
period recording beetles in North Warwickshire - I
must point out that although an individual was taken
in May 1998, it was the unlucky one of three that I
found together which became the voucher specimen.
The locality was Bentley Park Wood, a privatelyowned wood in North Warwickshire. The specimen
was determined by S.A. Lane, Warwickshire County
Recorder, and is retained in the Herbert Art Gallery
and Museum entomological collections, Coventry.

At the end of 1998 I sent in about five seasons of beetle
records from the wood to A.J. Fowles in relation to the
new Saproxylic Quality Index (SQI) which was being
established for evaluating woodlands nationally
(Fowles et al., 1999). The SQI is calculated by totalling
rarity scores for the saproxylic Coleoptera recorded
from a site and dividing by the total number of
saproxylic species recorded then multiplying by 100.
I learnt that I had 44 qualifying broad-leaved species,
generating a total score of 131, giving an SQI of 297.7
for the wood. Based on an analysis of more than 120
site lists at that point, a site with an SQI of 300 or more
was regarded as "a valuable woodland for saproxylic
coleoptera". My wood fell just short.

Whereas Graham’s individual was found "well inside
a rotten and very wet log (probably Birch) of
approximately six inches diameter", mine was found
on sapwood beneath the loosened bark of some very
thick branches of a recently-felled oak. The branches
had been piled up in a clearing within predominantly
Alder woodland, which used to be wet when there was
tree cover.

Appendix 2 of Fowles (1999) scores over 50 woods,
although no other Warwickshire sites were listed, six
Leicestershire sites were, the top four of which
comfortably beat the SQI score for my local wood.
SPP
SQS
Qualifying
Score
spp

SQI
Index

Donington Park

80

358

447.5

Buddon Wood

125

556

444.8

River Soar

67

242

361.2

Bradgate Park

73

306

360.0

Burley Wood

73

209

286.3

Croxton Park

52

144

276.9

After two more years of recording, I sent in an updated
list at the end of 2000 and found the score had risen to
314.2, from 63 qualifying species. By then, lists from
other Warwickshire sites had been received. Ryton
Wood, not surprisingly, scored 345.5 from 55 species
whereas two others, Tile Hill and Coombe Abbey
scored 265.2 from 92 and 260.8 from 51, respectively.

Beetle habitat at Ulverscroft NR. Photo: Steve Woodward

9

LES Newsletter 48

January 2013

Longhorns at Home

Bentley Park Wood had a score that "hovers around
the 300 mark which indicates a site at the lower
echelons of national importance for saproxylic
coleoptera" (A.J. Fowles). Although the SQI had
increased by only c. 5% after two further years, this
was perhaps due to constraints on fieldwork time,
especially during the critical May/June spring
emergence. Since 1993, my focus shifted from one
beetle group to another and although I occasionally
picked up saproxylic species e.g. Cerambycidae, it was
not until February 1998 that I began to target them,
beginning with Ciids and Scolytids. I did not find the
Nationally Notable species Agrilus biguttatus (see
Newsletter 47), a species, as far as I know, not recorded
in Warwickshire up to 2009, but I did record singletons
of two other Bupresitds: Agrilus laticornis in August
1994 and Agrilus angustulus in June 2004, both
Nationally Notable B and scoring 8 points each. The
former is widespread in Warwickshire and was
recorded from 16 sites from 1980-2002, whereas the
latter had only been recorded from two or three sites
between 1952 and 1995.

I have long had a particular interest in the beetle family
Cerambycidae, the group more commonly referred to
as longhorns, in reference to their improbably long
antennae. As a group they are generally large and
attractive insects, with most being relatively easy to
identify. A few years ago, encouraged by Derek Lott,
I catalogued all the Cerambycids held at the Museums
Collections at Barrow, helping to correct a few
identifications and collating the specimen data so they
could be added to the VC55 beetle database. It was a
surprise to me that virtually none of the 700 specimens
I examined had been included as county records.

In contrast with most sites which had an SQI based on
a long history of recording, Bentley Park Wood could
boast little more than a decade and just over half that
with a focus upon saproxylic beetles. Following the
millennium, my fieldwork was curtailed for various
reasons and only picked up again in 2004. During this
period I added several more species which were not
incorporated into the SQI for the wood including,
amongst others: Cis fagi (2 points) in 2001;
Pityophagus ferrugineus (2 points) in 2002 and
Trachodes hispidus (NB Notable, 8 points) in 2003,
all of which were first county records. There is
obviously scope for increasing the SQI, if not the status
of the wood in a national context.

Rutpela maculata

I have since been looking out for long-horns in the
field and gradually building up my photo collection.
If you want to get a good overview of the range of
species found in VC55, have a look at the beetle gallery
on NatureSpot where 17 species are illustrated. (If
anyone has images of additional species, or better ones
than those on display, please do submit them). One of
the commonest long-horns you will come across is
Rutpela maculata, found on nectar-rich plants along
woodland rides and edges, with Hogweed being a

I would like to thank Steve Lane in particular for his
encouragement and support with determinations.
References:
Lane, S.A., Wright, R.J. & Forsythe, T.G. (2002). An
Atlas of Warwickshire Beetles. Warwickshire
Biological Records Centre.
Fowles, A.P., Alexander, K.N.A & Key, R.S. (1999).
The Saproxylic Quality Index: evaluating wooded
habitats for the conservation of dead-wood Coleoptera.
The Coleopterist 8(3): 121-141. Download from
http://www.coleopterist.org.uk/.

Brian Mitchell
Rhagium bifasciatum
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Looking for help?

Hymenoptera (Symphyta - Sawflies):- Dave
Nicholls nicholls.99@btinternet.com

The following are willing to act as an initial point of
contact for providing advice and information to
members.

Hymenoptera (Bumblebees):- Maggie Frankum,
see page 2.

Arachnids (Spiders, harvestmen,
pseudoscorpions):- vacant.

Hymenoptera (Other aculeates - Bees, Wasps &
Ants):- Helen Ikin (see Chilopoda).

Arachnids (Mites & Ticks):- Ivan Pedley, 28
Woodbank Road, Groby, Leicester LE6 0BQ. 0116
287 6886. ivan.pedley@gmail.com

Hemiptera:- Dave Budworth, see page 2.

Biological Recording:- Sue Timms, Leics &
Rutland Environmental Records Centre; Room 400,
County Hall, Glenfield LE3 8RA. 0116305 4108
Sue.timms@leics.gov.uk

Lepidoptera:- Adrian Russell, 15 St Swithin’s Road,
Leicester LE5 2GE. 0116 241 5101.
Adrian@wainscot.demon.co.uk

Isopoda (Woodlice):- Helen Ikin (see Chilopoda).

Mecoptera, Neuroptera, Plecoptera :- Steve
Woodward, see page 2.

Chilopoda:- Helen Ikin, 237 Forest Road,
Woodhouse, Woodhouse Eaves, Leics LE12 8TZ.
01509 890102. helen@canids.freeserve.co.uk

Mollusca: Dave Nicholls (see Symphyta).
Odonata:- Ian Merrill i.merrill@btopenworld.com

Coleoptera:- Graham Finch, 14 Thorndale, Ibstock,
Leics. LE67 6JT: m.finch4@ntlworld.com

Orthoptera:- Helen Ikin, see Chilopoda.

Diplopoda:- Helen Ikin (see Chilopoda).

Phthiraptera, Siphonaptera:- Frank Clark, 4 Main
Street, Houghton on the Hill, Leicester LE7 9GD.
0116 243 2725. ClrFlea@aol.com

Diptera (Acalypterates, Syrphids & Brachycera):Darwyn Sumner, 122 Link Road, Anstey, Leicester
LE7 7BX. 0116 212 5075.
Darwyn.sumner@ntlworld.com

Plant Galls:- Maggie Frankum, see page 2.
Psocoptera:- Helen Ikin, see Chilopoda.

Diptera (Nematocera - Mosquitoes, Blackflies &
Craneflies):- John Kramer, 31 Ash Tree Road,
Oadby, Leicester LE2 5TE. 0116 271 6499.
john.kramer@btinternet.com

Thysanoptera: Ivan Pedley, see Mites.
Trichoptera (adults):- Ray Morris, see page 2.

favourite foodplant. This large yellow and black beetle
is a striking insect and shows considerable variation
in the black patterning – a frequent find when
wandering around my local patch of Martinshaw
Wood.

However, last July in Martinshaw I was surprised and
pleased to find a longhorn species that was new to me:
Rhagium bifasciatum. This is another large and
handsome beetle and rekindled my interest in the
family. Bizarrely, just two days later (7 July 2012) I
saw a large brown insect crawling on my kitchen
worktop (Ratby, SK512058). Closer inspection
revealed it to be yet another ‘new’ longhorn, Arhopalus
rusticus, which turned out to be only the second VC55
record. Whilst pondering how it came to be in my
kitchen, two weeks later another record of this species
was submitted to NatureSpot by Rebecca Faulkner
who had attracted it to her moth trap in the Outwoods
near Loughborough (SK514160, 24 July 2012). This
most likely provides the answer to my find – perhaps
I unknowingly brought it into my kitchen when sorting
out my garden moth trap. If only it was always that
easy to find rare beetles!

David Nicholls
Arhopalus rusticus
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Indoor Meetings Programme

An appeal for adult caddis in 2013
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Caddis Stenophylax permistus. Photo: Steve Woodward

The impending issue of a LES Occasional Publication
(LESOP) on the status of the Trichoptera (caddis) in
VC55 shows that many common species previously
recorded from the county have not been noted for up
to 40 years! The publication of a usable key to adult
caddis (Barnard & Ross, 2012) has allowed me to
become familiar with these insects and I am prepared
to identify what I can. All moth trappers will see these
insects at light from early spring through to the first
frosts (and occasionally beyond). Please consider
collecting them up and sending them on to me for
recording. They can also be collected by sweeping
and searching.

To Hinckley Rd

Our venue is Kirby Muxloe Free Church, Main Street,
Kirby Muxloe LE9 2AN SK517042. The session starts
at 7:30, but most members arrive half an hour earlier
for a natter and a cuppa. Visitors are welcome. We
need to be out by 10:00.

Thursday 14 February 2013 - The changes in
beekeeping in my lifetime
John Randall, a member of the Leicestershire and
Rutland Beekeepers’ Association who lives in Kirby
Muxloe, will tell us about the threats to honeybees and
why he has changed the design of the hives. John will
also, at my request, bring jars of honey for you to
purchase.

Ideally they should be collected directly into 70% IPA
(see opposite) which will not only kill them quickly
but also keep them supple. However, I am more than
happy to have dry specimens as these can be
rehydrated before identifying.

Thursday 14 March 2013 – Review of
Coleoptera recording in VC55 to date
Graham Finch will bring us up-to-date on Coleoptera
records and recording in the county.

As usual, please provide full details – date, location
with grid ref, collector(s), how collected and any
reference you wish to have attached to the specimens.
All identifications will be notified to each collector
and the whole lot will be added to the VC55 database.

Anona Finch

Either pass them to me at LES and other natural history
meetings or send them to me (contact details on p2).
Drop me an email or ring to let me know that they are
on their way.

Iso Propyl Alcohol
This commonly-used preservative, also known as IPA
or Propanol, is easily available (unlike Ethyl Alcohol,
which requires a Customs & Excise licence). I procure
mine from www.shinyhardware.co.uk. It usually needs
to be diluted to 70% - it is important to use de-ionised
or distilled water for this, otherwise a sludge of
precipitate will form. De-ionised water can be found
at garages, as it is used to maintain car batteries.

Reference:
Barnard, P. & Ross, E. (2012). The adult Trichoptera
(caddisflies) of Britain and Ireland. Handbooks for the
Identification of British Insects, 1 (17). Royal
Entomological Society.

Ray Morris

Steve Woodward
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