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A1. Common Frog   Rana temporaria 
Native.  

Widespread and common; populations stable. Probably the commonest member of the herpetofauna 

(including both amphibians and reptiles) in VC55, frogs are found almost everywhere, even in small ponds in 

gardens (where they may be more common than out in the countryside).  

Present on on 26 (of 33) Wildlife Trust nature reserves, the frog is easily the commonest amphibian or reptile 

protected on Trust Reserves. 

 

               
 

A2.  Pool Frog    Pelophylax lessonae 
 Native to Britain (though probably not in Leicestershire). 

 Reported in Leicestershire, but no firm evidence. 

The Pool Frog has only recently been identified as a native species (at least in East Anglia), shortly before 

becoming extinct in Britain and reintroduced from Scandinavian stock. 

 

A3. Marsh Frog   Pelophylax ridibundus 
Introduction. 

 One population identified at at Lakeview Fishery, near Melton Mowbray. 

They may possibly have been around for some time, but records are scarce. 

 

A4. Moor Frog     Rana arvalis 
Introduction.  

Reported at a couple of sites over the years (on the Leicester/Oadby boundary and at a fishery near Melton 

Mowbray) but yet to be confirmed. In fact, it appears that the species has never been  positively identified  in 

the UK.  

 

A5.  European Tree Frog   Hyla arborea 
Introduction. 
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One record in Leicester (city centre? in 1985. 

Probably an escape from a collection. 

 

A6. American Bullfrog   Lithobates catesbeianus 
Introduction. 

Reported in the Vice-County, but no firm evidence. This large Bullfrog has never been confirmed in either 

Leicestershire nor Rutland,  but if it did establish a population, it could become a major threat. 

 

A7.  Common Toad   Bufo bufo  
Native. 

Widespread and common, toads are apparently almost as numerous as frogs, though they are more 

demanding in their requirements, needing larger, deeper ponds to breed in. 

VC55 populations appear to show no significant decline in recent times (as there has been elsewhere in the 

Midlands). The largest populations are found at ???  

 

A8.  Natterjack  Epidalea calamita 
Native to Britain (but probably not in Leicestershire). 

This small toad was, apparently, introduced to the Leicester Museum grounds before 1889. 

 Of all the British herpetofauna rarities, this is the only one to be present in the Midlands (on the Lincolnshire 

coast, and introduced to a site in Staffordshire, on Cannock Chase).  

 

A9.  Smooth Newt   Lissotriton vulgaris 
Native. 

 Widespread; populations stable. 

Smooth newts are a widespread and common species, even within the city, and they will breed in the smallest 

ponds - almost anywhere there is a little water. This is another species likely to be found in gardens.  

 

        
 

A10 Palmate Newt   Lissotriton helveticus 

Native.  
Mainly living in the upland western and northern regions of Britain, the Palmate Newt finds similar suitable 

conditions in the Charnwood Forest area of Leicestershire - essentially, a little bit of the uplands translocated 

to the lowland Midlands.  The Forest thus forms the “stronghold” for Palmate Newt in VC55 – however, the 

species is regarded as rare in Leicestershire (and never identified in Rutland). It was thought until recently to 
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be surviving only at one definite site (Beacon Hill) but it has recently been confirmed elsewhere, at possibly as 

many as a dozen sites, including one Wildlife Trust nature reserve.  

Sites seem to have come and gone over the years; the map above, incorporating some rather elderly records, 

may give an exaggerated picture of the current situation.  

RDB species.  

 

 
 

A11 Great Crested Newt  Triturus cristatus 
Native. 

A fully protected species, under both national legislation and as a European Protected Species, Great Crested 

Newts are widely, but fairly sparsely, scattered across Leicestershire and Rutland, with the largest populations 

apparently in North-West Leicestershire. Though widespread, it is nowhere common. Some large populations 

have been lost to developments in recent years, at sites like the Bosworth Visitor Centre. 

RDB  species. 

 

A12 Italian Crested Newt  Triturus carnifex 
Introduction.  

Reported at one site in Oakham in 2013, but needs confirmation. 

 

A13  Alpine Newt   Mesotriton alpestris 
Introduction. 

Two areas harbouring populations of Alpine Newt have been recorded: three city gardens near the boundary 

of Leicester with Oadby and at the nearby University of Leicester Botanic Garden; and another site at Kirby 

Muxloe. There seems to be a slow expansion of populations on the Leicester/Oadby border. 

 

Notes:  

 
1. Vice-County 55 

This long-established approach to biological recording divides the UK into roughly equal-sized units 

(following county boundaries wherever possible), thus identifying 113 recording areas, each known as 

a Vice-County. These are given consecutive numbers, starting in SW England (VC 1 being ” West 

Cornwall (with Scilly)”, going through to  NE Scotland, where the final VC is 112 “Shetland Islands”.  VC 

113 encompasses the Channel Islands, whilst there is a parallel system in Ireland. 
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So biological recording in our part of the world is undertaken within the framework of Vice- County 

55, “Leicestershire (with Rutland)”, an area which closely follows the boundaries of the two historic 

counties taken together.  

Note that is it vital to provide standard National Grid References for biological records , as this allows 

identification of the precise position on the ground, whereas vice-counties allow comparisons to be 

mad e over time without confusion due to changes in political boundaries. 

 

2. Red Data Book 

 

The Red Data Book for Leicestershire and Rutland is referenced as follows: 

Heaton A (2012) “Leicestershire and Rutland Red Data Book: Lower Vertebrates (Reptiles, Amphibians, Fish)” 

 – available on the  Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust website: 

 http://www.lrwt.org.uk/news-events/news/149-leicestershire-and-rutland-rare-species-update/ 

This document provides details of conservation needs of three amphibian and four reptile species (together 

with seven freshwater fish), under the headings” Habitat, Ecology and Status”; “Threats”; and “Conservation”. 

 

 

http://www.lrwt.org.uk/news-events/news/149-leicestershire-and-rutland-rare-species-update/

