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John Kramer, 31 Ashtree Road, Oadby, LeJ.cester LEZ sTE

INTRODUCTION

The survey of  County hover f l les is  s t i l l  in  i ts  in fancy
and a review of the progress made so far may be useful in
guiding further work in the next few years.

One ef fect ive way of  d iv id ing the County for  a  d iscuss ion
of  the d is t r ibut ion of  insect  populat ions is  to  use as a
basis  the major  habi ta t  types descr ibed by Messenger  in
"The Flora of  Rut land"  (Messenger ,  19711.  The n ine major
habi ta t  types are:

1 .  cu l t i va ted  l and ;
2 .  marg ina l  hab i ta t s ;
3.  woodland and scrub;
4 .  g rass lands ;
5 .  hea th lands ;
6 .  ma rsh ;
7. waste, disturbed ground and guarries
8.  wal ls ,  rocks and bui ld ings (sax ico le
9 .  aqua t i c  hab i ta t s .

Figure 1. Location of woodiands surveyed.
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The intention here is to focus on those species found in
wood land  l oca l i t i es .  The  c lass i f i ca t i on  o f  t he  su rvey  s i t es
l is ted in  Table 1 and shown in  F igure 1 is  not  controvers ia l
a lLhough each local i ty  has other  habi ta ts  present  wi th in  i ts
boundaiies. The moist r ides in Owston }{ood are, perhaps,
more typ ica l  o f  marsh or  grass land habi ta ts .  Aquat ic
habi ta ts ,  such as s t reams and rot -ho les '  are a lso commonly
found within the boundaries of the woods l isted below.
There are well-established trees growing at Narborough Bog
and at Ulverscroft but records from both these locali t ies
have been omitted from this summary. The report covers
the  pe r iod  f rom 1982  to  1988 .

TabLe 1 . lloodl-and si tes sutveyed -

SURVEY RESULTS

Table 2 l is ts  the species of  hover f l ies ident i f ied at  each
si te .  perhaps the most  s t r ik ing feature of  the l is ts  is
i ts  pauci ty .  wharnc l i f fe  wood,  near  shef f ie ld ,  thanks to
the Lonstant  a t tent ion of  Aust in  Brakenbury,  has y ie lded

105  spec ies  o f  hove r f l y  (g lh i t e ley ,  1987) .  The re fo re ,  i t
seems not  un l ike ly  that  s imi lar  l is ts  are present  in  the
Leicestersh i re woodlands wai t ing to  be recorded.

The  new "F lo ra  o f  Le i ces te rsh i re "  (P r imaves i  &  Evans ,  1988)
indicates that there are examples of ancient woodland in
the county which have been in continuous existence since
1 600.  Where then are the species l is ted in  Table 3 which
may reasonably  be expected to  occur  in  Le icestersh i re?
Perhaps they wi I I  be found in  1 989?

But to look on the posit ive side - a number of woodland
spec ies  new to  Jenny  Owen 's  coun ty  l i s t  (Owen ,  1979)  have
been found.  These inc lude:
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Leucozona Taternatia
PTatychei rus tarsaTis
CheiTosia var iab i l is

Portevinia maculata
XyTota tarda
ChaTcosyrphus nemotum
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Wood :

1 . Martinshaw , '
2 .  Grea t  Mer r i b le
3.  Launde Big
4. Stoke Dry ,, l i
5. Owston ", '"" '
5. The Outwoods
7.  Swi th land
8.  Sheet  Hedges
g.  Pickworth
10 .  S ta the rn  : 1

1 1 .  Spr ing
12.  Ambion r , r : r : , ,

Gr id  re f .

sK  51  06
sP 8396
sK 7803
sP 8497
sK 7906  :
sK  5116
sK 531  1
sK 5208
sK 981  4
sK 7831
sK 3722
sP 4099

Dates v is i ted , , , , ,

27  17  
'

16 /4 ,  9  /6
2014 ,  181s ,  116 '
16 /  4 ,  9 /s
414 ,  11 /4 ,  3014 ,
8 /4
16 /4 ;  24 /4
16/  5  ; : , . , . ,
30/5 ::::::::::

s/s,  29/s
12/5
13/4  , , : , :

1915 ,4 /7  ,  15 /8
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Table 2. HoverfLies at some Leicestershire woodl-ands.
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Species 9{oodland sit.e

Baccha spp. .: : : : : :  :  : ,-
Dasysyrphus ".:". .': , :,::::'.:i'' :

al,bostriatus ::::::::::r:: :::::::::::'
'" " Junu|atus "1:".:;:;::::::"i':': 

.:'.:
tr icinctus :: ; : , :  . ,r;  ,  ,  , ; : , ' , . , '

Ep i s t tOphe , , , , , . , , , , . , . , , ' , ' , . ' , - , . i i , ,
e I I g an5',.,.,,,,,:::,:;,,.,:,,,,,,.l.;;;:l.;;.:;:.":+;::

' grossulariae ,,;;.1, :";i"i:'
Episyrphus :,: , : , , , , , , ,r, , : , , : l- i

b a I t e a t uS .' .,'..',,.,.:,.,+,;:::ii:i:ar::i-,..-.:.-.'
Leucozona "':'i":'::':: 

":' 
:: '::,::.

laternaria ' """:,: ,. "'
.Iucorum ,,,, 

' 
.':,:.:':.::: :,.:.:i.:.i

Melangynd ,,, 
;: ,,;,,,;,;,:,, 

' ' '::,' ':: ..:.'

,,,, cincta,: ,:',,..:,,,,,.,.,.,,,,:i 'i,,i':" "'1,. ............l.l;lll;l:.:;:;:1:.,
"' 1 a s i oph thi a Ima,,,,,,,,,,:,,,;,:,;,:,:,:,:,:;:...:,,,

MeLanStombt,  . . ' , t ,1 . : ' i : : . t i : , : . : : . . . . . , : , , . : : i : : i . ; i

,,:,,:,, flt€Lli1:ufi : .""''''
, ' , ' S 1 a L a f e  r  

1 : ' :  : :  : : :  :

MeTiSCaeva ,.,.,.,..,, i ,

C i n c t e I J a  ,  : . : r . r . , . r . . . , 1 , 1 , 1 , 1 , , , . ; . 1 '
Metasyrphus i: :  '

Tat i fasc iatus 
'  , : ' ,

,  TAt iTunuJatus ' ' : " '  , . ' . , .  ' '

Parasyrphus
punc tuLa tus  . , , ,

PLatycheirus ' ,, ",','::
,,,,,,,,,,,, a l b i man uS, .:,::r::,r,:,,,,,,,,,, :,r r.,:,,:,,,,,:

scutatus : , : : ,  : : :

tarsaTis  ,
Syrphus ,,,,':::

r i bes i i
v i t r ipennis

CheiTosia
albitarsjs ::
ant iqua
fraterna
iT lus t ra ta
impressa
intonsa
nutabiT is
nebulosa
pagana
var iab iT is

Chrysogaster
h i r t eT la
so l . s t i t i a f  i s

Criorhina
berberina
floccosa
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Table 2 contd.
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Spectes woodland site

Eristalis ,,,,,:
arbustorum
hortieola i. i ,. ' , '  ,,,. i

, ,  1 , '  in t r iCaf  igg ,  i ; : , , : : , '  .  . ;  '  '

- t., '  nem2g11m ,,,,, .. , '  . ' , ., ' , ...,,.

pert i nElX' . 1:1:1,1,':t::,: ' ,,,.,..,,. .,,,,..

Ferdinand€a : , , , , , , , ,  ,  , : ,  ' . : . . '
cuptea', :;,,,,; ,

HelophiJus ' , , ' , , : :
penduTus

Merodon
equestris ,, , ,

Myathropa " ' :  : : :
' ,  fTorea'Neoascia ,,,,,,,,,

podagrica ""
Portevinia' 

maculata ,,,,,,,i
Rhingia i  , . . ' . ,  '  , '

campestri" ',,,' , ., '
Syrit ta ' , , , , ,  ", , , , , , , ,  ' ' , : ' '

piPiens ',..:,::,: ' ' ' . :, ' '
Voyucella ' ,. ,. . .,.,,i': ':,., ..

bonbiTani 
' :: :'

peTTucens
Xylota , ' ,  ,  i11.., : ,  ' i

segnis , ,, ' ;1,,,,,, ,,,,,..
t sYLvarum"

tarda , ii .
Chaleasyrphus : 

:

nemotum '',',
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Table 3. Some hovetfJY sPecies
report but whigh ma7 reasonablY
Le i ces tershi re woodl-ands .

not recorded
be expected

in the present
to occur in

, , ,  
: : i  -  Species ' , ' , .' : ' . ' : : ' ' : :

Brachopa scuteTl"aris
Braehypalpoides Jenta
BrachypaTpus laphri fotmis
Catl icerd a€17€:d :: :  : :
C i i o rh ina  as i l i ca '
XyTota coeruleiventt is
Xylot.a fTorum
Xylota xanthocnema i : , i , ,  , , : , , ,

Nearest  s i te  , , : ,

nr .  Huddersf ie ld
l lharncl i f fe wood
Wharncli f fe wood
Derbyshi re
Wharncli f fe wood
Wharncl i f fe  wood
Derbyshi re
Doncaster

F l i gh t

June
June
May
JuIy
July
June -
Ju ly
June

per iod

"ttt  ,

Auguat

August
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L Species have been recorded from several new sLtes but many
more remain to  be v is i ted.  Hopefu l ly ,  the gaps wi I I  be
gradual ly  f i l led in  to  prov ide us wi th  a usefu l  data base
so that  re l iab le comparat ive s tudies can be carr ied out .
I t  is  hoped to publ ish a prov is ional  a t las of  Le icestersh i re
hover f l ies in  September 1989.  Any county records would be
gratefu l ly  received.
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