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TNTRODUCTTON

The hawkmoths (Lepidoptera: Sphingidae) are, perhaps, themost welr-known of the Brit istr mo[rrs probabiv-u."i ise orthe i r  reputat io l  9 f  be ing rarge insecls .  tndeed,  theconvolvulus hawk (agrius convojvuJ.i t .  ) can attain a wingspan of as much as six inches. However, the hummirrjui.a
l"*1. (MacrogTossum sterr-atarun L.l  is no more than twoinches across the wings.

Nine species of havknoths are normalry regarded as beingres ident  in  the Br i t ish rs les wi th  e ignt  more being t reatedas  m ig ra to ry  (Sk inne r ,  19g4) .  O the r  l pec ies  o f  hawkmoLh
can only  be regarded as being vagrant .  Arr  f ry  at  n ight ,with the exception of humminguird and bee hawks, usuarlyfeeding at f lowers which a need a rong froboscis to reachthe nectar e.g. tobacco and honeysuctiel The rarvae of thehawkmoths tend. to be quite rarge ana possess a horn-rikepro ject ion on the twel f th  segment .  wl rn ing aevi -es, -sr rc t ,
as prominent eye spots, are found in the rirvae of manyspecies whi le  an_eye ppgt  pat tern is  arso present  in  theadul t  o f  the eyed hawk (SnLr in thus ocelLata L.  ) .  :
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Figure 1. The Hinckley Distr ict Study Area.



ST'RVEY AREA AND SOURCES OF TNFORMATION

AII  records are depic ted us ing the te t rad system (2x2 km)
with the survey area covering the 10 km sguare SP 49
together  wi th  a few adjo in ing te t rads (F igure 1 ) .  Much of
the h is tor ica l  data presenLed in  th is  repor t  has been
gleaned from records held by the Leicestershire Museums
Serv ice and the Hinck ley & Dis t r ic t  Nat .ura l  His tory
Society. More recent records have been obtained by l ight
t rapping at  a  number of  s i tes in  the area e.g.  Burbage
Wood, Shenton Cutt ing and Croft reserve as well as on-going
t rapping at  the author 's  garden at  BarweI I .

Key to  d is t r ibut ion maps:
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SYSTEMATIC LISTING

Subfamily: Sphinginae

t41'12 Agrius eonvoTvuli L.
(Convolvulus hawk)

Two records only for this
rare migrant both from the
eas t  o f  t he  a rea  (1970 ,
"1976 ' ) .  I t s  ra r i t y  i n
Br i ta in  is  ind icat ,ed by the
t ' Iarge" numbers reported
in 1945 when over  500 were
found in the country!
(Sk inne r ,  19841

l%6 Spninx Tigustri  L.'  
(Pr ivet  hawk)  

'  " '

An uncommon species in the
study area with only two
conf i rmed records.  The
f i rs t  was at  Ear I  Shi l ton
in  1880  ( vCH,  1907  )  wh i l e
the more recent was from
an industr ia l  estate in
H inck ley  (1976)  .  Anec tdo ta l
ev idence suggests that  the
species may occur  sporadica l lY
in the Aston F lamvi l le  area
where larvae are reputed
to be seen on occasions.
However, the author has no
evidence to support such
observat ions.

2

t
i
.::
-:l

;!!

.
::::

{

,i
- , !

tr r

n

T

v



I I !
T |] t

n

(- n.2a Mimas t iTiae L.' (Y r '  ( l ime  hawk )

First recorded in the area
in  1880  (VC t t ,  19071 ,  t h i s
species occurs in most years
at BarwelL but never in any
great numbers. One was
found f lying in a Barwell
ch ip shop in  Ju ly  1987.
Almost certainly under-
recorded in  the d is t r ic t .

Yl?a Snerinthus oceTlata L.
(Eyed hawk)

VCH (1907)  reco rds  the
species in the Croft area
wit,hout comment but, unti l
1984, there had only been
two other  records!  S ince
then the moth has turned up
regularly at the Barwell
I ight but never in any
great numbers. Must be
under-recorded.

t l t l  naothoe popuLi L.
(eoplar  hawk)

Despite only two known
reco rds  p r i o r  t o  1980 ,  t he
species is the second most
common hawkmoth in the
d is t r i c t .  Usua l l y  on l y
found as s ing les wi th  a
fl ight period of May to
July although one was seen
as  l a te  as  22 . i x . 80 .

pyy-. Henaris tityus L.
(Narrow-bordered bee hawk)

Extremely rare vagrant with
only one local record.
Buck le r  ( 1954 )  c i t es  an  o l d
record from the EarI Shil ton
area but no further detai ls
are known.
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17y$ Henaris fucifotmis L.
(aroad-bordered bee hawk)

fl
Another very unusual sPecies I
for the area with onIY two t
records bot,h in the last I

f i f t een  yea rs .  A  s ing le  I
from the Burbage area was t
the sole countY record for
the 1 970s wi th  one at
Ba rwe l l  on  18 . v i i . 83  i s  t he
only county record so far
i n  t he  1980s .

(ag1 uacrogTossum steLTatarum L -" I ai;ilinsbird hawk, 

, ,-ri n $A regular migrant to Britain 
' l

and occasional lY seen in  the 
I

H inck ley  d i s t r i c t .  The
earl iest record for the area ,.
i s  a  s ing le  i n  June  1880  ' l

r  (VCH,  1907  )  w i th  no  o the rs
un t i l  1  963 .  Th ree  reco rds  '

have been located for both
the  1970s  and  1980s .  Th ree
were seen in a Burbage garden ;

on  31 . v i i . 83 .

tet DeiTePhiTa eLPenor L -
t \ "  (E1ephan t  hawk)

The commonest of the hawks
in the s tudY area.  UP to
four have been recorded at
one t ime have been seen at
the BarweII traP and records
suggest  a  wide d is t r ibut ion \ ,
in  the area.  Even so,  no
records Pr ior  to  1970 have
been located as Yet .

frqv oeilephiTa PorceTTus L.
(Small elePhant. hawk)

Despi te  being aPParent lY
quite common in some Parts
of the countY, for examPle
in the Ulverscrof t  area '
th is  species has onIY been
recorded twice in the
Hinck ley d is t r ic t  on both
occasions feeding at the
f lowers of  evening Pr imrose
in  Ba rwe l l  ( 24 . i x . 85  and  \ ' ,
30 .  i x . 8s  )  .
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DISCUSSION

Only four of the hawkmoths can be described as being either
common or frequent in the Hinckley distr ict. The presence
of several others is dependent upon the numbers which reach
Britain through migration from the continent. However, some
species should be expected to occur more frequently in the
area than they do, for example the privet and small elephant
hawks. t{hy they do not is unknown. Certainly there is
suf f ic ient  foodplants  for  both species present  in  the area.
As more l ight  t rapping is  carr ied out  in  the d is t r ic t .  i t  is
to be hoped that records for al l  species wil l  accumulate to
such an extent that the vagaries of the presence or absence
of  some species can be invest igated.
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