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R.  Mor r l s ,  142  H lnck ley  Road ,  Ba rwe I I ,  I r e l cs . ,  LE9  BDN

INTRODUCTION

The south-west of Lelcestershire 1s poorry served by nature
rese rves  and  s i t es  o f  spec ia l  sc ien t i f i c  l n te res t  (SSSI ) .
rndeed,  severar  s l tes have been dest royed in  recent  years.
e i ther  by dra indg€,  motorway construct ion or  guarry  tn f i r l ing.

when t l inckley & Bosworth council  decided that the amenity
varue of the Burbage common and woods complex was not being
fu l ly  explo i ted,  l i t t re  d id  they rear ise the profound ef fect
the i r  dec is ion to  commiss ion an ecorogicar  survey of  the s i te
wourd have on the area. The construction of a new gorf course
resulted in the common no longer being treated as a fairway
and,  s ince 1984,  the common has rever ted to  a more heath- l ike
appearance.  As a resur t  the summer of  1988 saw the common
awash wi th  f lowers.

The 1984 survey (Baker  et  a7,  1985)  recommended the proper
maintenance of both the common and woods and a management
pran was developed for  the s i te .  s ince 198s,  work has been
carried out by the countryside Ranger and his team in dev-
oping the comprex for recreationar use whilst enhancing its
natura l  h is tory  in terest .  Grass cut t ing regimes were in t ro-
duced on the common while in the woods coppice cycresr esp-
ec ia l ly  for  hazel ,  together  wi th  th inn ing of  crowded standards
have been re int roduced.

Figure 1.
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The results were start l ing. First and second year coppiced
areas were waII-te-wall bluebells and wood anemones and, as

' I ight  penetrated in to the woodlands,  the s i te  became more
at t ract ive to  insects  and b i rds.  The lay ing of  hardcore
pa ths  seemed ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  t o  be  a  b ig  m is take .  However ,  t h i s
has been a b less ing in  d isguise.  Walkers keep to the paths
thus leav ing much of  the wood re lat ive ly  undis turbed.  fndeed,
leachates from the paths seem to have enhanced the growth of
broad- leaved hel lebor ines and,  more recent ly ,  greater  but ter -
f ly orchids have appeared in greater numbers than ever seen
be fo re .

Wi th such changes tak ing p lace,  moni tor ing of  the s i te  has
been carr ied out  by the Countrys ide Ranger  wi th  par t icu lar
reference to  p lants  and b i rds.  A smal l -  group of  enthusiasts
jo ined in  th is  moni tor ing by running per iod ic  l ight  t raps
in Burbage Wood with plans to extend trapping into Sheepy
Wood and onto the Common. The present report describes the
f ind ings in  re la t ion to  the range of  macro- lep idoptera in
Burbage Wood dur ing the per iod 1984 to 1988.  Also inc luded
is  a range of  h is tor ica l  records associated wi th  the wood
which have been uncovered to date.

GENERAL TNFORMATION ABOUT THE SITE

Burbage Common and Woods (Figure 1 ) cover approximately 74
hectares being made up of  the Common (30 ha) ,  Burbage Wood
(2O ha ) ,  Sheepy  Wood  (13  ha )  and  the  recen t l y  acqu i red
Common extension ( 1 t ha) . The site is located between two
ma jo r  roads ,  t he  Le i ces te r  Road  (A47)  and  Sapco te  Road  (A5070)
leading to  the M69 motorway.  Ly ing about  two mi les east  o f
Hinck ley town centre,  the s i te  occupies two tet rads of  SP49.
A bridleway extends from Smithy Lane on the Sapcote side of
the complex across the Common to Burbage Common Road near
the A47.  Numerous footpaths cr iss-cross throughout .  The
si te  is  b isected by the Bi rmingham-Leicester  ra i lway l ine.

Evidence of r idge and furrow in Burbaqe $lood indicates that
the wood is  not  as o ld as i t  may seem at  f i rs t  g lance and is
probably  of  secondary ancient  woodland status.  Cer ta in ly
the wood has been in existence for some time as it  appears
on a 1777 map produced by Pr ior .  Burbage Wood is  nat ional ly
recognised and protected by prov is ions of  the Wi ld l i fe  and
Coun t rys ide  Ac t  (  1  981  )  as  a  sss r .  r t  has  a l so  been  des ig -
nated as a "s i te  of  ecologica l  s ign i f icance at  county level "
by the Leicestersh i re Museums Serv ice on behal f  o f  the
county council .  At this t ime Burbage Common and Sheepy Wood
have  rece i ved ' recogn i t i on  as  be ing  o f  d i s t r i c t  s i gn i f i cance .

Burbage Wood is predominantly an oak-ash woodland with der-
e l ic t  hazel  coppice and a f lor is t ica l ly - r ich understorey.
Restoration of coppicing compartments in some parts of the
wood has resulted in transitory open areas where wild f lowers
bloom in profus ion.  By the end of  1988 the hazel  was once
again start ing to shade out the ground f lora in the coppiced
areas.  Some th inn ing of  s tandard t rees has a l lowed the
growth of  younger  specimens thus establ ish ing a woodland
wi th a good age prof i le .  This  type of  t rad i t ional ,  woodland
management  wi l l  ensure a l iv ing,  ra ther  than dy ing,  habi ta t .
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MOTH RECORDING

Lit t le in the way of  htgtor ical  records exlst  for  the wood.
Father Desmond Murray of Stoke Golding carrled out some
recording during the 1950s and there lg some evl.dence from
the Leicestershire Mugeums Servlce that a small amount of
survey ing  was car r ied  pr io r  to  th is  in  the  the  1930s,  1940s
and later in the 1960s. However,  l t  was not unt l l  the
1980s that intensive monitor ing was carr ied out using l tght
t raps. The 1980s data were generated at  a s lngle st te ln
the woodland (Figure 1 ) using a 125 watt mercury vapour lamp.
The light trap was run for up to four hours on any particular
vis i t  (Table 1 ) .  Occasional ly a second l ight  t rap was run
about 50 metres from the main trap and a Heath trap was
run on a few extra occasions out of  s ight  of  the main l ights.

Tabl-e 1 . Dates of Tight trapping at Burbage t lood 1984-8.
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SPECTES OF INTEREST' :

lg: Clouded magpie (Abraxas sylvata)

A local  species in  Leicestersh i re.  The record of  two males
and a single female in prist ine condit ion at Burbage Wood
on  25 .v i . 88  seems  to  i nd i ca te  tha t  t he  spec ies  i s  b reed ing
at  the s i te .  Prev ious records were f i f teen and twenty- three
years ago. The wood has a substantial amount of el-m suckers
and some wych elm which may encourage the expansion of this
populat ion.

t * t  S lender  br ind le (Apanea scolapacina)

Another local species at the wood which has been recorded

" in three of the f ive survey years but never in any numbers.
\z The three records were al l  within a fortnight of each other

(  1  1  .  v i i i . 84  ,  12 .  v i i i  . 87 ,  30  .  v i i . 88  )
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aLlT' Light orange underwing (Archiearis notha)

The only known record for this species at Burbage l i lood was
one  seen  on  30 . i i i . 46 .  I t  may  be  advan tageous  to  v i s i t  t he
wood on su i tab le days ear ly  in  the spr ing to  ascer ta in
whether  the wood st i l l  has a populat ion of  th is  moth.

WJ Scarce s i lver  l ines (Bena pras inana)

A local species, the larvae of which feed on oak. OnIy once
reco rded  f r om the  wood  (25 . v i i . 85 ) .

\tt,{ Blotched emerald (Conibaena bajularia)

A local species with larvae feeding on oak. Found in Burbage
Wood in  both 1987 and 1988 af ter  a  four teen year  gap.  On the
n igh t  o f  4 . v i i . 87  a t  l eas t  twen ty  pe r fec t  examp les  o f  t he
moth were attracted to the MVL over a two hour period
indicating the l ikel ihood that there was probably a strong
populat ion at  the s i t .e .

tctf grirrdled white-spot (Ectropis extersaria)

Nationally notable (Nb) with larvae feeding on oak and birch.
The  Burbage  Wood  reco rd  (21 .v i . 86 )  i s  t he  on l y  known  reco rd
for  the south west  o f  Le icestersh i re.

, ; r t ,  whi te  sat in  (Leucosoma sal ic is)  l

Found  in  1  984  and  1  988  as  s ing les .  Wh i l e  c lassed  as  a  l oca l
species by the NCC Inver tebrate Si te  Regis ter ,  the moth has
been found at  two other  s i tes in  the d is t r ic t  but  never  in
any numbers.

\er6 Beautiful carpet (ptesoleuca aLbiciTlata)

Found in  1987 at  dusk (4.v i i .87)  but  a lso taken at  l t [VL at
two gardens in  the d is t r ic t  around the same t ime.

;1ti  Lead-coloured drab (Orthosia populeti)

Recorded in 1987 with identif ication being eonfirmed by the
examina t i on  o f  t he  gen i ta l i a .  Na t i ona l l y  no tab le  (Nb) .

aA Brown scallop (ehilereme vetulata)

This notable species (Nb) has only been recorded once at
Bu rbage  Wood  (5 . v i i . 63 ) .  The  l a rvae  feed  on  buck tho rn  o f
which only a few plants exist in the Burbage Common and
Woods complex.  The species is  a lmost  cer ta in ly  ext inct  a t
t he  s i t e .

\uoJ( Scorched wing (Plagodis dolabraria)

Even though genera l ly  d is t r ibuted over  Br i ta in ,  the insect
tends to be local. The moth was recorded at Burbage Wood
on  on l y  one  occas ion  (21 . v i . 86 ) .  Howeve r ,  a  f ew  m i l es  away
at  Barwel l  the moth is  regular ly  a t t racted to  a garden l ight
t rap but  is  never  found in  any numbers.
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lb\ Leopard (lcuzcra pyrtna)

A local species recorded each year tn the Hlnckley dlstrict
(although usually only singles) wtth only one record from
Burbage  Wood (26 .v i i .85 )  .

SUMMARY

189 specl.es of macrolepidoptera have becn recorded at the 28
l ight  t raps run dur ing the f ive year per iod 1984 1988.
The following appendices detail the records obtained ln that
time together with information on other records from the wood.
To date, Burbage $loo has a total l ist of 209 macrolepidoptera
of which several are probably now extinct at the site. Other
species, for example the clouded magpie, are probably small
and vulnerable populat ions.  St i l I  other species are possibly
vagrants. It is to be hoped that the reintroduction of
traditional management to the wood wil l be carried out in a
sympathet ic way so that those species most at  r isk wi l l  be
able to thr ive.
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