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Jon Daws, 1 9 The Portwey, Leicester LE5 OPT

INTRODUCTION

Harvestmen constj-tute the order Opil iones, of the class
Arachnida, which includes mites, scorpions, pseudoscorpions and,
of  course,  sp iders.  Spiders '  bodies are separated in to two
sections, the cephalothorax and the abdomen, whereas these are
completely joined in the harvestmen. Harvestmen have a sj-ngle
pai r  o f  eyes,  set  in to a centra l  tur ret  on the top of  the
cephalothorax, but their eyesight is very poor. Most lnformation
is  gathered through the second pai r  o f  legs (usual ly  the longest)
which are used to test the ground ahead when j-n motion and to
f ind prey.

Harvestmen are carnivorous, feeding on most l ive soft-bodied
inver tebrates,  inc lud ing other  harvestmen,  but  carr ion is  a lso
taken.  They are sensi t ive to  dess icat ion and,  therefore,  l ive
in moist  surroundings and are usual ly  act ive at  n ight .
Fert i l isation i-s internal and the females are eguipped with long
ovipos i tors  wi th  which they lay eggs d i rect ly  j -n to the so i l .  The
rnajority of harvestmen species in Britain hatch from eggs in the
sprJ-ng, pass through several instars dur j-ng l-ate spr j-ng and
summer, becoming adult in l-ate summer. They then breed and 1ay
their eggs throuqh the autumn, dying out with the onset of
winter, the eggs hatching the fol- lowing year. Species that can
be found throughout the year are noted in the fol lowj-ng text.
These either lay their eggs in June and JuIy, which then hatch
and over-winter  as sub-adu1ts,  o t ,  in  a smaLl-  species such as
Mitostona chrysomeTas, reproduction can take place at any t ime
of the year depending upon temperature.

LEICESTERSHIRE RECORDS

There are 24 species of harvestmen native or natural ised in
Britai-n (excluding hot-house species) of which 20 have been
recorded in  Leicestersh i re.  There are just  under  1 ,500 records
on computer at New Walk Museum (Leicester), these rnainly coming
from my own on-going surveys s j -nce 1990 and AJ Rundle 's  (1960-
1990) reports which are stored at the New Walk Museum. There are
also annual records for the 1980s from Jenny Owen's qarden where
she has just completed a ten year pitfal l  trapping survey, during
which ten harvestmen species were recorded (Owen,  1991)  .  The
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,3Belvoi r  Coal f ie ld  Survey of  1918,  ed i ted by Ian Evans,  inc luded
a chapter on harvestmen by Jan Dawson during whj-ch several
prev ious ly  unrecorded specj -es were found (Dawson,  1978) .  John
Crocke r ' s  Le i ces te rsh i re  ha rves tmen  repo r t  (C rocke r ,  1965)  . ] - i s ted
1 4 species ( including new county records) and draws upon previous
surveys such aS the national Survey carried out by Brj-stowe
(19  4e )  .

Survey work is set to continue wlth the under-recorded parts of
the county being targeted. If  anyone j-s wil l ing to col lect
harvestmen, their records wil l  be very welcome.

Figure 1 indicates areas of the county where there are reeords
of harvestmen. These are mapped on a tetrad basis (2x21<nt
sgua re ) .

U
Figure 1. Harvestmen records

January 7994
in Leicestershire up t o
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NEMASTOMA BII"IACULATW
(Fabr i c ius ,  1775)

This conmon species is easily
ident i f ied in  the f ie ld  (adul ts
being black with two si lvery-
white patches just behind the
eyes) and can be found under
Iogs and stones throughout the
year .  C rocke r  (1965)  found  j - t
to be very conrmon and
widespread in the ground layer
of  most  su i tab le habi ta ts .

MITOSTOMA CHRYSOMELAS
(Hermann ,  1  804 )

This  smal l  harvestman is  of ten
overl-ooked or mj.staken for
juveni les of  larger  species but
it  has a dist inct j-ve way j-n
which j-t  holds i ts pedipalps
( i n  a  t r i angu la r  pose ) .  Th i s
gregrarious species can be found
throughout the year amongst
long qrass,  leaf  l - i t ter  and
under logs in damp situations.
In  the past  th is  species has
been overlooked as i t  was not
ment ioned by Crocker  (1965)  and
at that t j-me was probably
mistaken for immature Nemastoma

bimaeuTatum. Tt was f irst recorded for the county j-n the Belvoir
s tudy (Dawson,  1978)  .
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ANELASMOCEPHALU S CAMBR I DGE I
(Wes twood ,  1874)

The f irst county record for
this small species was of sj-x
individuals col lected in
p i t fu l l  t raps f rom Copper 's
P lan ta t i on  (Dawson ,  1978) .  I n
1992 th is  species was refound
at  the adjacent  K ing Lud 's
Entrenchments and was aLso
recorded from The Drift ,  again
in p i t fa l l  t raps.  S ince th is
species feeds mainly on snaj- ls
and needs f ree dra in ing so i ls ,
t he  d i s t r i bu t i on  i n

Leicestershire is l ikely to be confined to areas of l imestone in
the nor th-east  o f  the county.  Here the snai l  fauna is  at  i ts
most diverse and abundant. This harvestman is often overlooked
because it  l ives beneath embedded stones and amongst leaf l i t ter
(covered wi th  par t i -c les of  so i l )  and,  when d j -s turbed,  fe igns

death for many seconds. It  i-s no surprise that i t  has remaj-ned
so elusive. This species can be found throughout the year with
individuals l iving for up to three years.
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HOMALEAIOTUS QUADRIDENTATUS
(Cuv ie r ,  1795 )

This  is  another  species
confined to the east of the
county where it can be found in
open woods and amongst
ca lcareous grass land.  r t  is  a
ground l ivingr speci-es which can
be found throughout the year
under logrs and stones or
amongst  grass tussocks.  I t  has
a character is t ic  shape wi th  a
pointed snout and four Iarge
tubercles on the posterior
margin of i ts abdomen. It  was
first recorded for the county
j-n the Belvoir study (Dawson,

1978)  wi th  37 specimens co l lected f rom Cooper 's  Plantat ion in
pitfal l  traps. There are only a further f ive known sites in the
bounty:  Ket ton Quarry ,  Cl ipsham New QuartY,  Essendine Sid ings,
The Drj-ft  and North Luffenham Quarry.
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OLTGOLOPHUS TRIDENS
(CL  Koch ,  1836 )

This conmon and wj-despread
harvestman can be found in the
ground layer of most habitats
around the county. Crocker
(1965)  found i t  to  be common in
the '1960s 

and i t  was a lso the
most numerous harvestman
collected in the Belvoir study
(Dawson,  1978)  .  Surpr is ing ly ,
i t  was infrequently recorded in
Jenny Owen's garden during her
pitfalt  trapping decade (Owen,
1991 ) .

OLIGOLOPHUS HANSENT
(Kraepe l i n ,  1896  )

This  apparent ly  rare species
has a preference for pine trees
but  not  p lantat ions.  The f l rs t
Le icestersh i re records came
frorn beneath wil lows, adjacent
to a wet  roadside d i tch,
between Barrow-on-Soar and

^\
Y

Moun tso r re l  on
(C rocke r ,  1965 )  .

28  . v j - . 61
Further

specimens were co l lected f rom a
wal l  in  Egleton v i l lage in  1 983
and Ashwell churchyard in 1986
(Rundle ,  1960-1 989)  .  Recent ly
I have recorded it  from the
dismantled ral l-way embankments

adjacent to Humberstone Park and two gardens in Knighton,
Leicester. One of these l-atter records was from my bedroom
window si l l ,  indicating that this species is probably under-
recorded. f col lected a further specimen from a mature apple
tree in the garden the fol lowingr eveninq by torchlight.



PAROLIGOLOPHUS AGRESTI S
(Meade ,  1  855 )

This is an extremely cofirmon
spec ies  cu r ren t l y  f ound
throughout the county in nearlY
al l  types of  habi ta ts .  Crocker
(1965)  found  i t  much  the  same
in the ear ly  1950s.  The female
has a dist inct j-vely notched
genital plate but in the male
the notch is reduced or even
obscure in some i-ndividuals.
Although this species hatches
in the spring and usuallY dies
wi th the onset  o f  winter ,
individual specimens have been
known to survlve into the
fo l lowing Apr i l .
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LACINIUS EPHIPPIATUS
(CL  Koch ,  1835  )

Recorded for the countY bY
Br i s towe  (949 ) .  Th i s  sPec ies
was a lso ment ioned as being
present in the county bY SankeY
& Savory (1974)  ,  ProbablY
pick ing up Br is towe's  record.
Rundle recorded j-t at Laughton
Sp j -nney  i n  1981  (Rund le ,  1960-
1 989)  and recent ly  I  have found
i t  a t  a  number of  s i tes across
the county including woodland,
marsh, overqrown churchYards
and a nature area in a citY
park. This species hatches and
matures re la t ive lY ear lY

compared to other species of harvestmen and may be adult by May

in 
'qood 

years. Although this species is usually found singly,
i t  does have a very wide national distr ibution.
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ODIELLUS SPTNOSUS
(Bosc  ,  1792)

Lej-cestershire is on the edge
of  th is  species '  range.  There
are very few records north west
of a l ine from the River Severn
to the nouth of the Humber.
This species was recorded for
the county by Savory (1948) ,
Br is towe (1949)  and f rom a
garden in Loughborough in 1961
by  C rocke r  ( 1965 ) .  Th i s
spec ies  seems  to  be
speci f ica l ly  associated wi th
man-made habitats with very

large numbers being caught annually during Jenny Owen's ten year
p i t fa l l  t rapping survey (Owen,  1991)  .  Both RundLe and I  have
found it  to be guite common around the city with odd records from
churchyards and other synanthropic sites in the north and east
of  the county.

MITOPUS MORIO
(Fabr j - c ius ,  1799)

A freguent and widespread
harvestman found throughout the
county in a wide range of
habi ta ts .  This  is  a  h iqh ly
variable species both in sj-ze
and colouration. However, the
l-ack of a tr ident and the
presence of a ventral spur on
the basal segment of i ts
chelicera help to solve any

;*

con f  us i on  w i t h
determinat ion.
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PHALANGTUM OPTLIO
(L innaeus ,  1758)

A common species found in huge
numbers in grassland but also
recorded from open woodland and
gardens.  In  1993 i t  was the
only harvestman species caugrht
in a pitfal l  trapping survey of
Loughborough Big Meadows where
it occurred in abundance. Both
sexes of this large harvestman
have two black-t ipped tubercles
between the front edge of the
body and the chelicera. The
males have conspicuous horns on
the  f i r s t  j o i n t s  o f  t he
chel icerae which vary in  s ize
between ind iv iduals .

OPILIO PARIETINUS
( D e g e e r ,  1 7 7 8 )
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Most recent records are from
bui l t  up areas in  the c i ty  wi th
one record from a churchvard in
Syston. This species has
mainly been recorded from
gardens and churchyards with a
couple of records from a city
park and an area of urban waste
ground. I bel ieved this
species to  be scarce in
Le i ces te r sh i r e  un t i l  Jo
Gi lber tson co l lected f ive
harvestmen from her pocket-
s ized garden in  Highf ie lds,  a l l
of which turned out to be

OpiTio par ie t inus.  Wi th these records in  mind,  I  v is i ted a
fr iend who al-so l- j-ves in a terraced house j ust of f  the Uppingham
Road and surveyed the garden by torchlight. I  found the species
to be common in association with paths and brick wa1ls. Crocker
(1965)  f i rs t  repor ted th is  species for  the county in  the ear ly
1960s f rom s ix  locat ions wi th in  three 10km sguares in  the nor th
west of the county, from rural and urban areas.
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1.. ::T*?1 sr?u1d-^Iivins speciesr l_rst recorded for the lountyin  the ear ly  f  gOOs f romBradgate park and Charnwood
Lodge  (Crocke r ,  1965) . - - -  Bo thspecies of OpiTio have a darkrow of spots on the basalsegnent (coxa) of their fegJwith O saxatrJ.:.s navi_ngL Lineof , white .spots down it-s bacf .'r'nl_s species can be found under
]og= and amongsr grass tussocks
in guite dry habi[ats i-""I ioi"g
lnen scrub,  heath and gardens.

OPTLIO SAXATTLTS
( C L  K o c h ,  1 8 3 9 )

MEGABUNUS DTADEMA
( F a b r i c i u s ,  j 7 7 g )

woodlj-ce in churchyards f
accountj-ngr for half of the

,^___^ RecentIy,  
_ whi lst  looking 

- i ; ;
nave also found O saxatr-?.rs, theserecords shown on the map.--
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A beautiful harvestman withexceptionally prominent spj-nes
on its ocularj_um, al-moic acrown of thorns. Crocker(1965) found ir at r,oAJiigcon
Reddish and CharnwooA---ioOgegu5 ing  the  ear ly  1960s . -  rnBr i ta in i t  has a ,Esterfy
distr ibut ion being rare in-eastAnglJ_a and the t,tiOlands whereit seems to be .""iG"J roancient woodland. Th; 

"*r""records seem to bear th is 'out :
oakley Wood ,1967) 

,  
-e i iagrr"

Park (1970),  eudAon- wc,nr l(ie7,) , skerrinsron wood (1e7e) : "!$; 
*"jJ"rr.,rJdo , ?11i"=1._ #:3S(1989) ,  owston^wood (rggl) ana e,rrbag'e'wlod. (1993) ,  but there isal-so a record from uorth l"Ei."-nlni air#:" n9g2) . 

. 
Th1s specj_es

i3Stoirata"s.o 
throuqhout cr vear under rogs and amongst dense
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RT.LEENA TRIANGULARIS
(Herbs t  ,  1 ' t 99 )

First recorded for the county
frorn Skeffington Wood bi
Crocker  in  the ear ly  1 9GO;
(Crocke r ,  1965)  .  f t  can  be
found throughout the year,
overwintering in the juvenile
stage and maturing in May or
June. Its appearance when
young is highly characterist j_c
s ince i ts  ocular ium seems to be
the same s ize in  juveni les as
i t  i s  i n  adu l t s  w i th  i t s  f i r s t
instar having the eyes almost
the same size as i ts body. The
pedi-palps also have a prominent

thurnb (apophysis) on the inside of the patetta. This species is
associated with woodland but can be found in other habrtats whichprovi-de good cover, such as qardens. It  is reasonably common and
widely distr ibuted around the county.
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LOPHOPILIO PALPINALIS
(Herbst  ,  1 '799)

A str iki_ng species with the
adults having conspicuous
tuberc.l-es on thej_r pedipalps
resembling bunches of sausages.
It was f irst recorded for the
county j-n 1960 from an orchard
j -n lbstock.  f  t  is  usual ly
assocj-ated wi-th woodland and
old hedgerows and durinq the
Belvoir study six spec-imens
were taken in  p i t fa l l  mater ia l
from Harby Hil ls Wood (Dawson,
197 8)  .  Fur ther  record.s  come
from: Ulverscroft,  Breedon
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Be n s c 1 i f f e wood, s t one sby eu a r ry 313"?;"* n i."f.t "r" ;""1-":i:;- i 1 l;
Normanton-1e-Heath, New Field col l iery and Lount Meadows.
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DTCRANOPALPUS RAMOSUS
(Si rnon,  i  9O9)

f i r s t Le i c e s t e r s h j- r e re c ord s -c-a*E"?, ;"?:"":,?t_ jJ,T? ru.rr 
rli

1 988 where this speciei-wis corrected ov rr_ano-trom 
-siir.rus 

(owen,1ee1) ' Durins iggt r 
"=:."J-;-";t}J'or_ rh;- w^tii"r Hisrorysecti-on of the Leicester 

l_.rr:,;" J 
"prrr_1o=oprri""i 

lociety rocoll-ect harvestmen for me from tn6ir gardens. out of the f ivespecimens that were rrandea 1;';;'ffi ??." D ramosus. The onlyother records for the 
"o-".rty 

come from aLU"y park ( 1 990) , WestonPark (1992)  and two othei -q i .a . , ' , "  r " - .u" I  le icester  (both 1gg2) .

Tl i" sp_eci_es was f irstorscovered in  Br i ta in  aEBournemouth in 1957 i l i  hasspread rapid ly  s ince then.  I twas probably accidental ly
in t roduced f rom Europe i=-"gg=,
laid in rhe 

-; i t  
ofcontaj_nerised 

.trees and shrubs,
to most southern centres ofpopulation over the toifowing
th ree  decades .  I n  t he  i gOO=,
along the south 

""i=t, 
thisspecl_es seemed to show a markedpreference for privet hedges

.trq evergireen shrubs. The

LEIOBUNUM ROTUNDUM
(La t re i1 le ,  1  7  gg )

This is a common and widely
d is t r ibuted species tounO inmost habitats from wooatanA togrardens. Both speci_es- ofLeiobunum have _exc-eptionallylong 

.19Os and are bestseparated by the coloration of
!h" oculari-um with r-,ot lr inau*
havingr eyes surrounded. by a
,9^t\ r ing with a whit ish meOium
oand, whereas j-n L bl_ackwaLli
the ocularium colouration isreversed.
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LEIONUNUM BLACKWALLI
(Meade ,  ' l  851 )

This is also a widespread and
contmon species found in sirni lar
numbers and habitats to L
rotundum. I t  has been recorded
throughout the city in gardens
and churchyards.  I t  was f i rs t
recorded for the county j-n the
early 1960s from Charnwood
Lodge (Crocker ,  1965)  before
whj-ch it  was probably
overlooked or confused with the
prev ious species.
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NELIMA GOTHICA
(Lohmander ,  1945)

This harvestman was f irst
recorded in  Leicestersh i re f rom
Jenny Owen's garden when four
specimens were caught in
p i t f a l l  t r aps  du r ing  1  981
(Owen ,  1991 )  . The other
records were made by Rundl-e
(1987 -1990 )  and  myse l f  when  we
found it  widely distr ibuted
around the city and county in
exposed habi ta ts . These
included quarri-es, dismantled
ra i lways,  c i ty  parks and
churchyards. Nationally thi-s
species has a very wide

distr ibution having been recorded from coastal habitats, open
grass land and f rom al t i tudes up to  300 metres.  I t  has probably
been overlooked or mistaken for juveniles of the Leiobunum
species but  a  good f ie ld  character  is  i ts  pa le t rochanters,
whereas the -Lerobunum species have dark ones.
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