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Peppered Moth Biston betularia
- last instar larva feeding on
Sallow at the end of September.
Photo: Gianpiero Ferrari.

National Moth Recording Scheme update
The National Moth Recording Scheme (NMRS),
operated by Butterfly Conservation, has been
established for nearly a decade and has been found to
be extremely successful. After consultation with
existing micro-moth recording schemes, it has recently
been announced that the NMRS will be extended to
incorporate micro-moths.
One fundamental difficulty with regard to micro-moth
recording is the verification of records, particularly as
many micro-moths are difficult or impossible to
identify from photographs. It is therefore proposed that

Regional and National Verification Panels will be
established to support county Micro-moth Recorders
and to help ensure the integrity of records entering the
scheme. Essentially, this will provide a three-tier
system for verification that will hopefully prove more
straightforward in practice than initial data flow
diagrams indicate! Verification guidance notes are to
be produced, which are to be welcomed and which
should help ensure consistency of approach across the
country. It is also hoped that this guidance will
document instances where published identification
criteria are no longer considered reliable by relevant
national experts.
cont’d on p. 3
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Editorial
My thanks go once again to our “regular” contributors.
If you are not one of those then please consider
submitting something next time.
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Ray Morris refers to the eye-opening variety of
invertebrates that turn up in Malaise traps. Another
way to see a surprising range of creatures is to use
some magnification - some of the most startling
invertebrates cannot be appreciated (or even detected)
with the naked eye. I have just spent a weekend peering
down the microscope at small invertebrates that live
in leaf litter, among moss and in the soil. This was a
workshop laid on by the Field Studies Council at their
Preston Montford Field Centre (Shropshire). The focus
was Springtails (Collembola) but we found that the
participants were enthusiastic about the other groups
to be found in similar habitats: spiders, mites,
centipedes, beetles, woodlice and so on.
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Springtails, in case you had not noticed, are the most
abundant hexapods in many habitats - hundreds of
thousands per square metre have been reported. Why
have you not been tripping over them? - they are very
small: just a millimetre or two long (there are a few
giant species up to 6 mm). Yes, they do have springs
on their tails, which they use to jump out of harm’s
way. They come in a variety of shapes and colours some are attractively marked. There is no Collins Field
Guide to Springtails (nor is there ever likely to be one)
but identification resources are beginning to appear in
print and on the web. Needless to say, a microscope is
essential, better still, two (low power binocular and
high power compound, to get beyond family level).
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A search for springtails will inevitably turn up mites.
These eight-legged mini-beasts are related to spiders.
We found one specimen with wings (!), one with spiky
legs and knobbly knees, one resembling a hamburger
and another that folds itself like a pocket-knife. Mites
were pretty much impenetrable, with no
comprehensive key, or even a checklist, let alone any
illustrations of species. Once again, things are
changing - a “test key” to families is now available
(http://tombio.myspecies.info/ SoilMitesKey) and a
Facebook
Community
is
set
up
(https://www.facebook.com/pages/Soil-BiodiversityUK/) where photos can be posted.
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The editor will be happy to receive articles, short notes
and photos (in focus please!) about insects or other
arthropods in Leicestershire and Rutland, also news of
members’ activities further afield. Photos to be sent
separately please at high resolution. Unless otherwise
credited, photos are by the author of the article.

A microscope opens up whole new worlds - all LES
members ought to have one (or two).

Steve Woodward

Next Copy Deadline: 5 Sep 2016
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It should also be remembered that one important output
from NMRS, a national atlas of the UK's Larger Moths
is planned to be published in 2017 and that 2016 is the
cut-off year for records. With this in mind, I will be
producing up-to-date distribution maps for VC55 in
the spring of this year, which should hopefully help
direct efforts to fill in gaps in our knowledge - e.g.
there are still plenty of very common species of
macro-moth that have not been recorded from certain
under-recorded 10 km squares. The addition of 25 new
garden moth recorders in 2015 should also greatly help
with increasing our knowledge of the distribution of
species across the county.

the Common Blue Enallagma cyathigerum) do turn up
but no dragonflies. Caddisflies are not often found
with nearly all RW records coming from the
Rothamsted light trap instead. Macrolepidoptera
include examples of butterflies and moths although the
numbers encountered are not high.
In contrast, the malaise does give large catches of
Diptera and Hymenoptera of a bewildering variety.
Many of these cannot be identified at present because
the skill is not available in county or the keys are in
need of substantial updating to be usable by amateurs.
However, some groups are being pursued with vigour!
Records are now accumulating of Syrphidae
(hoverflies), Stratiomyidae (soldierflies), Tabanidae
(horseflies and clegs) and some Dolichopodidae (all
Ray Morris) as well as Tipulidae (craneflies, John
Kramer). A county rarity, the cranefly Dictenidia
bimaculata, turned up at the end of June 2015 (see John
Kramer’s article on p. 8).

Adrian Russell
Malaise Musings
In 2014 a malaise trap was run at two sites at Rutland
Water NR with a further two sites in 2015. The aim
is to try and develop an understanding of the
invertebrate fauna of the reserve and the use of a
passive trap enables a wide variety of species to be
caught and examined without the potential
depopulation effects of traps that use attractants. The
Malaise does not necessarily catch all insect groups
with reputably the beetles usually being very poorly
represented unless a water trap is positioned beneath.
However, it seems that smaller species are frequent, in
particular Staphylinids. Similarly, the Odonata seems
to be very limited although a few damselflies (mostly

Recognition of Hymenoptera is presently limited to
bees and wasps (Steve Woodward & Helen Ikin) but
not the so-called “parasitica” wasps (of which there
are many) with the beginnings of sawfly sorting just
starting. Amongst the Hemiptera, some identification
is being carried out (Dave Budworth) but as many
specimens are small and at different stages of
development this is very time consuming. Plecoptera
(stoneflies) and Mecoptera (scorpionflies) are few but
are being identified as are the occasional
pseudoscorpions and lacewings (all Steve Woodward).
Identification of the Coleoptera is presently covering
rove beetles, pollen beetles and almost any other that
Graham Finch can key out. Lepidoptera fall under the
gaze of Adrian Russell who also manages the traps at
RW. Where identification of some species requires
specialist examination, the pseudoscorpions for
instance, these are referred to a national expert.
Inevitably, accumulation of records from the malaise
samples takes time as determiners have other
obligations. Slowly a reasonable database is starting
to emerge. For instance 7 species of soldierflies have
been identified along with 19 hoverflies and 3 tabanids.
The number of species may seem low but it is early
days and as traps are run at different locations more
variety should be forthcoming as the microhabitat
changes with each trap location. In addition not all the
2015 samples have yet been examined and many
groups remain a challenge. Malaise samples are an
excellent way in which to become familiar with the
lesser studied groups and there is always room for
more volunteers to pursue them!

A Malaise trap intercepts insects flying by, which instinctively fly
upwards into the “roof” and end up in the catching pot (top right).
Photo: Adrian Russell.

Ray Morris
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Hymenoptera and Dreaming Spires

awkward specimens. These are the ones that we have
struggled to identify, either because we cannot work
the key, or because there is no reference specimen in
our local collection at Barrow-upon-Soar. So when we
learned that the 2015 AGM was also to be held at
Oxford in October, we made a plan to tackle our
backlog. We arrived at the museum a day early, having
arranged access to the collections to study their
aculeates and compare them with our Leicestershire
specimens. The museum staff are very helpful and
keen to promote use of the collections - working space
was reserved for us, and the use of a binocular
microscope. Our contact was James Hogan, who even
fixed up a car parking space for us - a rare privilege
indeed in Oxford! Also visiting at the same time were
friends from Shropshire, Ian Cheeseborough and Nigel
Jones, so we were able to pick their brains. To arrange
to use the collections, email life@oum.ox.ac.uk

Our entomological activities have taken us to Oxford
several times in the last couple of years. We are
beginning to know our way around the city, the
bookshops and the excellent bus network.
The Oxford University Museum of Natural History
(http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/index.htm) is the focal
point of our visits: firstly the exhibits are superb
(especially the entomology); secondly the museum
frequently hosts meetings relevant to our interests; and
thirdly it houses the Hope Entomology Collection,
which is second only to the London Natural History
Museum.

We made good progress with our specimens, including
confirmation of a first record for Leicestershire of a
spider-hunting
wasp
Auplopus
carbonarius
(Thurmaston church, 26 May 2015). Then we tried to
nail down the identity of a strange wasp that Howard
Bradshaw had caught (Evington Park, Leicester, 19
Aug 2015). We were fairly sure it was Brachymeria
(Chalcididae) but we wanted to compare it with the
few species that are known from Britain.
Unfortunately, the relevant species were not in the
Reference Collection (though with more time we might
have been able to find them elsewhere). We did,

Oxford University Museum of Natural History - a proper museum
- full of real specimens rather than screens and buttons! The
building itself is a geological exhibit as all the columns around the
gallery are made from different kinds of stone (all labelled).

The Bees Wasps and Ants Recording Society
(BWARS, http://www.bwars.com/) held its AGM at
the Oxford Museum in September 2014, an event that
we attend regularly. As well as the official AGM
business, the two-day meeting incorporates workshops
on identification and techniques, and a programme of
short talks. On this occasion SFW gave a presentation
on the current survey work at Bradgate Park (see
BWARS Newsletter Aut 2014 p. 9). Many of the UK’s
aculeate specialists turn up to this event, so it is a good
opportunity to get Leicestershire specimens checked.
Bees and wasps are not easy to identify and
verification by an expert is essential to promote a
“provisional” record into a “validated” record. We are
particularly grateful to Mike Edwards, Matt Smith,
Graham Collins and Michael Archer. We were pleased
with our success rate, but a few corrections were
necessary (one of the IDs in SFW’s presentation was
challenged!).

Spider-hunting wasp Auplopus carbonarius (Nationally Notable
Nb) was a first vice-county record in 2015, checked against a
reference specimen in the Hope Collections, Oxford. According
to BWARS, it is “scarce, elusive and probably under-recorded”.

There is never enough time to get everything looked
at and we have been accumulating a backlog of
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however, take a photograph of Howard’s specimen
using the automontage photography system. This is a
Leica microscope and camera with Helicon software
that merges many photographs into one image.
Katherine Child kindly set this up for us. We learned
later that the key to this group is no longer considered
reliable, so our provisional ID of B. intermedia may
be wrong.
At the BWARS 2015 AGM we had a discussion with
Ivan Wright on the challenges of Lasioglossum
identification. He had evidently got to grips with this
difficult group of bees, and he kindly offered to help
us. We arranged to have another day at the museum,
with Ivan, in December. We took along our many
Leicestershire Lasioglossums and worked each one
through the key, each time getting Ivan to check it and,
when necessary, comparing a reference specimen from
the Hope Collection. We actually had two keys to try,
the draft key from George Else and the key in the new
“field guide” (Falk & Lewington, 2015). We did find
a few specimens that seemed to be intermediate, but
on the whole we arrived at confident identifications
for dozens of specimens, thanks to Ivan.

Brachymeria (Chalcididae) found by Howard Bradshaw. Notice
the curved hind tibiae and the spines below the femora. We have
not yet identified the species. Photo: K. Child.

for getting them out of dried, pinned specimens. Find
a small plastic box with vertical sides and stick a blob
of Blu Tack on an inside wall. Push the specimen’s
pin into the Blu Tack, so that its abdomen points down,
just above the floor of the box. Pour hot water into the
box so that it just covers the tip of the abdomen. Wait
10 minutes for the insect to soften (a bit of antibacterial
soap helps, apparently) then pull out the genitalia with
fine forceps. We tried and it works.

The following day, we returned to the museum to have
a go ourselves at Sphecodes – another difficult group
of bees with (usually) red abdomens. Some of these
specimens were evicted by Ivan from our
Lasioglossum collection! Females are often
unidentifiable but males should be possible if their
genitalia are visible. Unfortunately, we did not realise
the importance of extracting the genitalia when we set
the specimens, so they were still inside the abdomen.
When we mentioned our problem to Darren Mann
(Head of Life Collections), he explained a technique

So our Oxford visits have been productive as well as
enjoyable and we will most likely be back there.
Reference
Falk, S. & Lewington, R. 2015 Field Guide to the Bees
of Great Britain and Ireland. Bloomsbury.

Steve Woodward & Helen Ikin
Shrinking Luffenham Heath

A fragment of Luffenham Heath
(Rutland) survives at the golf course,
where Black Hairstreaks and other
rare insects still hang on. But the
“waste” land extended to 600 acres in
1845, according to this cutting from
the Stamford Mercury (10 Oct).
Development pressures are nothing
new!

Adrian Russell
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A provisional checklist of VC55 hoverflies
Hoverflies, being usually easy to recognise from their
behaviour, have been recorded in VC55 for over a
hundred years. The earliest record seems to be from
W. A. Vice who took Syrphus vitripennis in August
1873 at his home in Blaby. He went on to contribute
records of 74 species for the Leicester Victoria County
History published in 1907. Amongst these was an
example of Neoascia annexa, a European species
which currently does not seem to be on the British list.
At this time VC55 seems to have about 170 species of
the 281 on the British list based on about 7,000 records.
The database is currently being checked for duplicates
and misidentifications. Unfortunately some records
are merely of the genus whilst others lack the data now
expected for a quality data set i.e. what, where, when
and who. Once these anomalies have been weeded out
a provisional atlas of the Syrphidae of VC55 is planned
for publication sometime in 2016. Records have been
derived from those held by LRERC, from specimens
at Barrow Collections Resources Centre, individual
survey results (e.g. Jenny Owen’s long-term malaise
monitoring in Leicester, Brian Wetton’s Rutland Water
work) and NatureSpot as well as from the results of
trawling through the literature and fieldwork. It is
recognised that there remain many potential sources
that remain to be mined for gold.

Episyrphus balteatus. Photo: Steve Woodward.

Dasysyrphus: albostriatus, friuliensis, pinastri,
tricinctus, venustus.
Didea: fasciata.
Epistrophe: diaphana, eligans, grossulariae,
nitidicollis.
Episyrphus: balteatus.
Eristalinus: sepulchralis.
Eristalis: abusivus, arbustorum, horticola,
intricarius, pertinax, similis, tenax.
Eumerus: funeralis, ornatus, strigatus.

This present contribution is intended to give an up-todate provisional checklist for the species in VC55
(excluding a few that need investigation as to validity)
to the end of 2015. The list is arranged alphabetically
by genus with nomenclature as given in the current list
on the Dipterists Forum Hoverfly Recording Scheme
website (accessed 21 Dec 2015).

Eupeodes: corollae, latifasciatus, luniger, nielseni,
nitens.

Anasimyia: contracta, lineata, transfuga.

Leucozona: glaucia, laternaria, lucorum.

Baccha: elongata.

Mallota: cimbiciformis.

Brachyopa: scutellaris.

Melangyna: arctica, cincta, compositarum,
labiatarum, lasiophthalma, quadrimaculata,
umbellatarum.

Ferdinandea: cuprea.
Helophilus: hybridus, pendulus, trivittatus.
Heringia: heringi, vitripennis.
Lejogaster: metallina.

Brachypalpoides: lentus.
Chalcosyrphus: nemorum.

Melanogaster: aerosa, hirtella.

Cheilosia: ahenea, albipila, albitarsis/ranunculi,
antiqua, bergenstammi, chrysocoma, fraterna,
griseiventris, grossa, illustrata, impressa, lasiopa,
mutabilis, nebulosa, pagana, proxima, scutellata,
urbana, variabilis.

Melanostoma: dubium, mellinum, scalare.
Meligramma: trianguliferum.
Meliscaeva: auricollis, cinctella.

Chrysogaster: cemiteriorum, solstitialis, virescens.

Merodon: equestris.

Chrysotoxum: arcuatum, bicinctum, cautum,
elegans, festivum, verralli.

Myathropa: florea
Neoascia: geniculata, interrupta, meticulosa,
obliqua, podagrica, tenur.

Criorhina: asilica, berberina, floccosa.

Orthonevra: brevicornis, nobilis.
6
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Parargus: haemorrhous.
Parasyrphus: annulatus, malinellus, punctulatus.
Parhelophilus: frutetorum, versicolor.
Pipiza: austriaca, bimaculata, fenestrata, luteitarsis, noctiluca.
Pipizella: maculipennis, viduata, virens.
Platycheirus: albimanus, ambiguus, angustatus, clypeatus, europaeus,
fulviventris, granditarsus, immarginatus, manicatus, occultus, peltatus,
perpallidus, podagratus, rosarum, scambus, scutatus, stictus, tarsalis.
Pocota: personata.
Portevinia: maculata.
Rhingia: campestris, rostrata.
Riponnensia: splendens.
Scaeva: pyrastri, selenitica.
Sericomyia: silentis.
Sphaerophoria: batava, fatarum, interrupta, philanthus, rueppelli,
scripta, taeniata, virgata.
Sphegina: clunipes, elegans, verecunda.
Syritta: pipiens.
Syrphus: ribesii, torvus, vitripennis.
Triglyphus: primus.
Tropidia: scita.
Volucella: bombylans, inanis, inflata, pellucens, zonaria.
Xanthandrus: comtus.
Xanthogramma: citrofasciatum, pedissequum.

Species
NBN
Cheilosia ahenea
11
Cheilosia nebulosa
188
Cheilosia scutellata
1367
Chrysogaster virescens
684
Chrysotoxum elegans
422
Criorhina asilica
778
Eristalis similis
6
Eumerus ornatus
620
Eupeodes nitens
35
Melanostoma dubium
99
Parasyrphus malinellus
216
Pipizella maculipennis
53
Platycheirus europaeus
172
Platycheirus perpallidus
274
Playcheirus podagratus
346
Platycheirus splendidus
102
Platycheirus stictus
108
Pocota personata
176
Sphaerophoria fatarum
444
Sphaerophoria virgata
128
Xylota xanthocnema
360
Table 1. Species with a single provisional
VC55 record, and the number of records
on the National Biodiversity Network
database.

Xylota: segnis, sylvarum, tarda, xanthocnema.

Table 1 shows the species with a single record and their national status
according to the NBN Gateway (accessed December 2015). The species
that are nationally numerous may be taken to be under-recorded in VC55
although this may not reflect the distribution of the species. Examples are
M. dubium which is a species of the north and west whilst C. elegans is
southerly (although possibly increasing its range with global warming).
Others are probably misidentifications, an extreme example being E. similis
with its six national records apparently being limited to only three sites.
On the other hand P. personata, a remarkable bumblebee mimic, may be
overlooked because of its mimicry and short flight period but is increasingly
being found through the southern half of Britain. The sole VC55 record
came from Melton Country Park (SK760205) in 2012 when a mating pair
was photographed by Paul Ruddoch.
Another species that may be overlooked is Neoascia obliqua perhaps
because it flies in early spring but should be readily found wherever
Butterbur occurs in large patches. In VC55 Butterbur is not an uncommon
plant but the hoverfly was first recorded in 2015 when Paul Ruddoch
photographed it in some numbers on a bed of the plant at the aptly named

Myathropa florea.
Photo: Steve Woodward.

Rhubarb Island at Melton
Mowbray (SK739184). Keep an
eye open for this one next spring it has a waisted abdomen and the
bars on tergite 2 are angled rather
running straight across as in the
other Neoascia species.
[See p. 11 for important news on
Hoverflies - Ed.]

Ray Morris
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Rutland Water Craneflies

Records from CRC solitary bee collection
The Collections Resources Centre at Barrow upon Soar
houses the insect collections of Leicestershire
Museums. The solitary bees are of particular interest
to us, because we need a reference collection to check
our own specimens from fieldwork in Leicestershire
and Rutland. The old records supported by these
museum specimens are also highly relevant to our
survey. Some of the records have already found their
way into the local records centre (LRERC) database
but by no means all of them. So we have been working
as volunteers on the collection in the last few years to
make it easier to use (Ikin, 2011) and more recently,
to make sure all the data from the VC55 specimens is
extracted and available to all via LRERC. In January
2016 we completed a spreadsheet catalogue of all the
specimen data. We did not start from scratch, we built
on previous work by Rupert Simms and Patricia Baker.

Dictenidia bimaculata. The comb-like antennae identify this as a
male. Photo: Ian Andrews.

Ray Morris has been working his way through Malaise
trap material from Egleton NR, Rutland Water, and
discovered a male specimen of Dictenidia bimaculata,
trapped between 24 June and 1 July 2015. This is the
fifth VC 55 record for this species. It was on the list
of flies in the Victoria County History, recorded by
W. A. Vice in Blaby, but no voucher specimen is
available. Neil Frankum recorded it from Croxton
Park in July 1994. It was recorded twice in 1988, in
June by Derek Lott at Donington Park, and by Don
Hall-Smith, who found the larva in rotten ash in
Wardley Wood and bred it out. The larvae feed in a
wide range of deciduous trees, which need to be in the
right stage of decay. It is one of the wood-feeders that
have benefited from log piles and is widespread,
though not often seen. It could well turn up in light
traps between April and July.

There are 1730 entries in our list, of which 1007 are
from VC55. The VC55 specimens have nearly all been
checked by Michael Archer and published in summary
form (Archer, 1990) but until now the details have not
been available digitally. 175 species are represented,
of which 74 were collected from VC55 (Table 1).
Some old specimens were not checked by Archer,
presumably because they bear no collector’s name and
no accession number (Fig. 1). From the dates (18731914) and places (Blaby, Aberdeen), we are fairly sure
they were collected by W. A. Vice (Kramer, 2011),
whose name we have entered (with a cautious query)
in our spreadsheet.
The spreadsheet can be re-sorted to reveal information
about the collectors - for example, when they were
active (Table 2); where they went on each day; or
which recorders worked a particular site. Some
collectors (such as Vice) collected insects in other
orders, so this information may be useful beyond the
realm of Hymenoptera.

The Rutland Water Malaise trap has captured a number
of other woodland craneflies including the common
Limonia nubeculosa and Rhipidia maculata. The
larvae of Neolimonia dumetorum feed in rotting wood
and Metalimnobia quadrinotata larvae feed in
woodland fungi. Wetland species, such as might be
expected by Rutland Water include Tipula paludosa
and T. lateralis, Symplecta stictica, and Phylidorea
ferruginea.

The spreadsheet is available from CRC, LRERC or
from the authors.
References

The Bioblitz in July 2012 took place in showery
weather and yielded only five species. These were
Nephrotoma flavescens, N. quadrifaria, Tipula
fascipennis, T. lunata and T. lateralis. After 40 years
since its opening in 1976 it is time for a more thorough
survey.

Archer, 1990. The aculeate solitary wasps and bees
(Hymenoptera: Aculeata) of Leicestershire. Trans.
Leic. Lit & Phil. Soc. 84: 9-25.
Ikin, H. 2011. Hymenoptera and other insect
collections at CRC, Barrow. LES Newsletter 45: 4.

John Kramer

Kramer, J. 2011. William Armston Vice, of Blaby,
Leicester. LES Newsletter 45: 5.
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Andrena barbilabris

Lasioglossum smeathmanellum

Andrena bicolor

Sphecodes ephippius

Andrena bucephala

Sphecodes ferruginatus

Andrena carantonica

Sphecodes geoffrellus

Andrena chrysosceles

Sphecodes gibbus

Andrena cineraria

Sphecodes hyalinatus

Andrena clarkella

Sphecodes monilicornis

Andrena coitana

Sphecodes puncticeps

Andrena fucata

Anthidium manicatum

Andrena fulva

Osmia rufa

Andrena haemorrhoa

Chelostoma campanularum

Andrena humilis

Chelostoma florisomne

Andrena labiata

Osmia caerulescens

Andrena minutula

Osmia leaiana

Andrena nigroaenea

Megachile centuncularis

Andrena praecox

Megachile ligniseca

Andrena semilaevis

Megachile willughbiella

Andrena similis

Megachile circumcincta

Andrena subopaca

Coelioxys inermis

Andrena tarsata

Coelioxys rufescens

Andrena wilkella

Nomada fabriciana

Colletes daviesanus

Nomada flava

Hylaeus communis

Nomada flavoguttata

Hylaeus brevicornis

Nomada fucata

Hylaeus confusus

Nomada fulvicornis

Hylaeus hyalinatus

Nomada goodeniana

Halictus rubicundus

Nomada integra

Halictus tumulorum

Nomada lathburiana

Lasioglossum albipes

Nomada leucophthalma

Lasioglossum calceatum

Nomada marshamella

Lasioglossum fratellum

Nomada panzeri

Lasioglossum nitidiusculum Nomada ruficornis
Lasioglossum rufitarse

Nomada rufipes

Lasioglossum villosulum

Nomada striata

Lasioglossum cupromicans

Anthophora plumipes

Lasioglossum leucopus

Anthophora furcata

Lasioglossum morio

Melecta albifrons

Fig. 1. An example of a bee specimen label
believed to be prepared by W. A. Vice. He uses a
round label, plain on the top and annotated
underneath, in this case “Blaby 9/4/96 Turfbank
meadow”.

A C Sanderson
D A Lott
D H Hall-Smith
D J Foxwell
D T Grewcock
D Whiteley
E E Lowe
F L Wain
G Austen
H Broughton
H D Arnold
H J Mousley
I M Evans
J Crocker
J E Dawson
J Owen
D Owen
M A Finch
M E Archer
M Hider
P A Evans
P A H Muschamp
W A Vice
W Kirton

1987
1982
1979
1962
1981
1988
1900
1980
1984
1975
1984
1987
1962
1967
1984
1973
1975
1990
1953
1978
1984
1884
1873
1983

1987
1987
1979
1962
1981
1989
1938
1980
1984
1984
1984
1987
1983
1967
1984
2001
1995
1990
2007
1979
1984
1936
1914
1983

Table 2. Collectors of solitary bees in VC55,
with the earliest and latest years that they
contributed specimens.

Table 1. Species of solitary bee represented at CRC by a specimen
from VC55. Names comply with current BWARS checklist.

Steve Woodward & Helen Ikin
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The Indian Summer of
a queen wasp

new moth for VC55

While out for a stroll on Burbage
Many of us are familiar with the
Common on 21 July 2015, I
stages in the life cycle of the
noticed a small, dark caterpillar
common wasp Vespula vulgaris climbing its way across the flower
the transient lives of the female
heads of Greater Burnet-saxifrage
workers, the ease and comfort of
Pimpinella major. Although I do
the drones, the fecundity of the
not
regularly
photograph
queen - and that the many young
caterpillars, because identification
queens produced by an average
is rarely straightforward, on this
sized colony normally, after
occasion I stopped to try and get
mating, seek out a suitable
some pictures of it. I was thwarted Larva of the micro-moth Depressaria pimpinellae. secluded and protected spot to
at every turn by this little chap, The pupa and adult are shown below.
over-winter. When I find them in
who was continually weaving in
their hibernation sites in my garden (log piles are much
and out amongst the flowers, making a good picture
in favour) they appear to be aware of their vulnerability
impossible, so I decided to put the caterpillar, complete
and have antennae and wings tucked under their thorax
with flower head, into a pot and try for a better ‘posed’
and abdomen—presumably to reduce surface area and
protect these vital structures from frost damage.
However, predation, not freezing, during the winter is
the major cause of queen demise. For those that
survive, reappearance in the spring is soon followed
by nest building using chewed wood pulped with
saliva. The queen initially builds a cylindrical stalk or
petiole around which she adds first a single cell
surrounded by six cells producing a characteristically
hexagonal shape. In short, survival in the common
wasp involves no special structure built to while away
picture at home. Having achieved this, and got an
the winter, whilst, by way of contrast, there is a real
acceptable image, I decided that I would return the
urgency to build for a new future in the spring.
caterpillar to its natural environment since my attempts
at rearing rarely succeed. As there was no Greater
Rutland Water Nature Reserve never fails to delight
Burnet-saxifrage near to me, I put the caterpillar and
the ornithologist, but, for the entomologist a few of
flower head back into the pot until I had time to take
the hides hold much more of interest. Redshank, Grebe
it to somewhere where the food plant grows – but when
and Osprey hides face the sun in the morning and are
I checked the pot a couple of days later I found that it
sheltered from the prevailing westerly winds by a strip
had already pupated. Since the most difficult part of
of woodland. In the early autumn they look out over
the rearing process had been achieved with no input
a world that is often alive with of Odonata, Diptera
on my part, I decided to keep the pupa in a suitable
and Hymenoptera. On the 7 November 2015 Grebe
environment and to see what emerged.
hide was a regular filling station for wasp workers and
drones keen to join us for cake, jam sandwich and,
On 17 August I was delighted to find that the adult
very English, for tea spilt on the viewing shelf! It was
moth had emerged, and it was one that I had not seen
a late appearance for these insects but not unusual; it
before. I took a quick picture of the adult and sent it
was, after all, one of the mildest autumns on record.
to Adrian Russell giving him details of how I had
But on 22 November a queen joined us, not for a meal,
reared the caterpillar. I was even happier when he
but to collect wood from the window sills, and that
confirmed it as Depressaria pimpinellae, a new species
was unusual for she was obviously building a nest
for VC55 and classed as Nationally Scarce A, with
somewhere. For her there was no thought of winter; it
only 13 records shown on the NBN gateway to the start
was now spring and time for a new generation—sadly
of 2016.
a misguided action and a colony doomed to failure
with the first frosts.

Graham Calow

Global warming? It is difficult to convince many of
the British public of its reality (and, apparently, half
the Americans!) but try explaining that to a queen
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Coleoptera:- Graham Finch, 14 Thorndale, Ibstock,
Leics. LE67 6JT: m.finch4@ntlworld.com

wasp, indeed to any of the other organisms on our
planet which are facing environmental change and
possible extinction as a result of our activities.

Diplopoda:- Helen Ikin (see Chilopoda).

Ivan Pedley

Diptera (Acalypterates,& Brachycera):- Darwyn
Sumner, 122 Link Road, Anstey, Leicester LE7
7BX. 0116 212 5075.
Darwyn.sumner@ntlworld.com

Local Hoverfly ID Course?
I am investigating the possibility of a local day course
on Hoverfly identification, run by Roger Morris and
Stuart Ball. I need to have some idea of the number of
people who would be interested, so contact me (see
below) to register an interest, and I will forward details
when available.

Diptera (Syrphids & Stratiomyids):- Ray Morris
(see page 2).
Diptera (Nematocera - Mosquitoes, Blackflies &
Craneflies):- John Kramer, 31 Ash Tree Road,
Oadby, Leicester LE2 5TE. 0116 271 6499.
john.kramer@btinternet.com

Helen Ikin
Beewolf

Hymenoptera (Symphyta - Sawflies):- Dave
Nicholls, 69-71 Church Lane, Ratby, LE6 0JF.
nicholls.99@btinternet.com

correction

Hymenoptera (Bumblebees):- Maggie Frankum,
see page 2.

In the previous Newsletter (53) I claimed a first county
record for Beewolf Philanthus triangulum, as there
were no records at LRERC or on the BWARS, NBN
or NatureSpot web sites. Since then, I have found a
1996 record from Jenny Owen’s Leicester garden,
which is backed up by a specimen (verified by Michael
Archer) at CRC.

Hymenoptera (Other aculeates - Bees, Wasps &
Ants):- Helen Ikin (see Chilopoda).
Hemiptera:- Dave Budworth, see page 2.
Isopoda (Woodlice):- Helen Ikin (see Chilopoda).
Lepidoptera:- Adrian Russell, 15 St Swithin’s Road,
Leicester LE5 2GE. 0116 241 5101.
Adrian@wainscot.demon.co.uk

Steve Woodward
Looking for help?

Mecoptera, Neuroptera, Plecoptera :- Steve
Woodward, see page 2.

The following are willing to act as an initial point of
contact for providing advice and information to
members.

Mollusca: - Dave Nicholls (see Hymenoptera
(Symphyta)).

Arachnids (Mites & Ticks):- Ivan Pedley, 48
Woodlands Drive, Groby, Leicester LE6 0BQ. 0116
287 6886. ivan.pedley@gmail.com

Odonata:- Ian Merrill i.merrill@btopenworld.com
Orthoptera:- Helen Ikin, see Chilopoda.
Phthiraptera, Siphonaptera:- Frank Clark, 4 Main
Street, Houghton on the Hill, Leicester LE7 9GD.
0116 243 2725. ClrFlea@aol.com

Arachnids (Opiliones, Harvestmen): - Ray Morris,
see page 2.
Arachnids (Spiders, pseudoscorpions):- vacant.

Plant Galls:- Maggie Frankum, see page 2.

Biological Recording:- Sue Timms, Leics &
Rutland Environmental Records Centre; Room 400,
County Hall, Glenfield LE3 8RA. 0116305 4108
Sue.timms@leics.gov.uk

Psocoptera:- Helen Ikin, see Chilopoda.
Thysanoptera: - Ivan Pedley, see Mites.
Trichoptera (adults):- Ray Morris, see page 2.

Chilopoda:- Helen Ikin, 237 Forest Road,
Woodhouse, Woodhouse Eaves, Leics LE12 8TZ.
01509 890102. helen.canids@btinternet.com
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Duck Mussels in Bradgate

Indoor Meetings Programme
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To Hinckley Rd

Our regular visits to Bradgate Park in 2015 have added
a large aquatic invertebrate to the site list - Duck
Mussel Anodonta anatina. We have found many shells,
typically 80 mm long, among the grassland and on the
rocky outcrops, where they have presumably been
dropped by birds. The water level of the adjacent
Cropston Reservoir has been low this year, so we think
the mussels have been exposed and taken by birds such
as gulls or crows (although we have not actually seen
them doing this).

Our venue is Kirby Muxloe Free Church, Main Street,
Kirby Muxloe LE9 2AN SK517042. The session starts
at 7:30, but most members arrive half an hour earlier
for a natter and a cuppa. Visitors are welcome.
Thursday 18 February 2016 - 'Daphnia’ and
‘Jersey’
The beetle talk previously scheduled for tonight is
postponed - until Graham Finch feels fit enough to give
it. Get well soon Graham! Instead, we will have two
short talks. Terry Hope will give a presentation on the
Water Flea Daphnia then Steve Woodward will tell us
about his recent trip to Jersey.

There are a few similar species, so we took our shells
to CRC Barrow, where a reference collection of
molluscs is available, as well as the relevant key.

Steve Woodward & Helen Ikin

Thursday 17 March 2016 - 'Annual Moth
Recorders Meeting'

Jenny Owen

Adrian Russell is the County Recorder for Lepidoptera
and in 2014 received 50,599 moth records, for 931
species. He will summarise the results of data received
from such recorders including the work of the VC55
moth group during 2015. Adrian will tell us, based on
his analyses, which species are increasing and which
species are declining in number. He will mention those
under-recorded areas of VC55 and reflect on the 'pros
and cons' of visiting such sites. How many new county
records will there be? Will the number of moths for
2015 exceed those of 2014?

It is with regret that we report on the passing of one of
our founder members. Jenny was well-known in local
natural history circles primarily for her long-term
studies of wildlife in her Scraptoft Lane (Leicester)
garden using a number of recording techniques. Her
unique dataset collected from 30 years of Malaise
trapping demonstrated how much wildlife is around us
even in suburban situations. Her latest book Wildlife
of a Garden: a thirty-year study (2010) summarised
this intensive investigation carried out by this talented
biologist. Jenny also published the first review of
hoverflies in Leicestershire (Trans LLPS, 1979, 73:
13-31). After a long period of suffering with
debilitating multiple sclerosis, Jenny died peacefully
on 8 Nov 2015, aged 78.

* if bringing digital media, please be sure to virus
check them.

Anona Finch

[A fuller account of Jenny’s achievements will appear in the
forthcoming L&R Recorder - Ed.]

Ray Morris
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