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A male of the long-legged fly Dolichopus simplex. Long-legged flies
(Dolichopodidae, or “dollies”) are often metallic green. Dolichopus males have
impressive genitalia, some with ornamented lamellae (visible between the hind legs).
Dollies are often abundant in wet places, as the larvae live in damp soil and rotting
wood. See the article on p. 3. Photo: Graham Finch.
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Members enjoyed a superb presentation by Ben Devine
on 19 January about the Black to Green project in the
Heart of the National Forest. One of Ben’s tasks is to
encourage biological recording, so he explained how
LES members could get involved. I am mentioning
this talk because it was not scheduled in the last
Newsletter, yet ought to be recorded somewhere.
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16 Hinckley Road, Dadlington
Leics. CV13 6HU
Telephone: 01455 213569
Email: ray@cactusbob.net

My thanks go to the contributors to the Newsletter. I
had to chivvy hard this time - I would really appreciate
copy ahead of the deadline! (see bottom left).
Eventually I received a little more than 12 pagesworth, so I have jettisoned the regular Looking for Help
section (see a previous edition).

Secretary:
Anona Finch
14 Thorndale, Ibstock, Leics. LE67 6JT
Email: m.finch4@ntlworld.com

My observations in the last edition about declining
insect numbers seem to be supported by Maggie
Frankum and Richard Iliffe in this one.
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Availability of Newsletter
At the 2016 AGM, a discussion on the benefits of
membership concluded that the Newsletter should no
longer be freely and immediately available to nonmembers (as it currently is, via NatureSpot). We
decided to release the front and back pages only,
containing the list of articles and the indoor meetings
programme. The full newsletter would be publicly
available after a two year embargo.

Committee Members:
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121 Wood Lane, Newhall, Swadlincote
Derbys. DE11 0LX
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Email: dbud01@aol.com
Maggie Frankum
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L & R Wildlife Recording Conference
Sunday 26 February 2017, 10:00 a.m.
The Rothley Centre, Mountsorrel Lane,
Rothley, LE7 7PR

Newsletter Editor:
Steve Woodward
19 Highfield Road, Groby, Leicester LE6 0GU
Telephone: 0116 287 1679
Email : grobysteve@talktalk.net

Join us for the annual conference for talks on a variety
of natural history subjects as well as the opportunity
to chat to County Recorders and see stands from a wide
variety of local natural history groups.

Publications downloadable from:
www.naturespot.org.uk/content/leicestershireentomological-society

The programme allows for long tea and lunch breaks
so that those attending have plenty of time to view the
various stands and talk to others.

© 2017 Leicestershire Entomological Society

The event is free, but those wishing to attend must
book a place.

The editor will be happy to receive articles, short notes
and photos (in focus please!) about insects or other
invertebrates in Leicestershire and Rutland, also news
of members’ activities further afield. Photos to be sent
separately please at high resolution. Unless otherwise
credited, photos are by the author of the article.

Contact Nathalie at the Leicestershire and Rutland
Wildlife Trust either by email ncossa@lrwt.org.uk or
telephone 0116 248 7362.

Next Copy Deadline: 5 Sep 2017

2

January 2017

LES Newsletter 56

Provisional status of Long-legged Flies
at Rutland Water

popularis, which seem to have “leg-warmers”. The
species have been identified by the author with
specimens retained for future confirmation by others.
The nomenclature used in this report is that published
by the Dipterists Forum (DF, 2016)

The use of a malaise trap 2014-2016 (maintained by
Adrian Russell) has allowed sorting of a large number
of insect families. Amongst these are the small (up to
8 mm) metallic flies (with yellow or black legs) with
the discal vein having a marked bend (see front cover).
These belong to the Dolichopus genus of the
Dolichopodidae and are readily recognisable. Species
identification is by use of the keys of d’Assis Fonseca
(1978) which are still reliable (Martin Drake, 2016
pers. comm). After separation of the sexes (the males
have ornamental lamellar genital structures) the first
two couplets require recognition of front femur colour
(yellow or black) and the presence of black or pale
postocular cilia. After these the main diagnostic
characters are located on the legs (including colour
variation, numbers of bristles on each part of the legs
and any obvious modifications of the tarsi) and the
colour of parts of the antennae. Accordingly the keys
are easy to use and have been updated to include recent
additions/modifications (provided by the
Dolichopodidae group of the Dipterists Forum).
The identification of some species in this genus
is made even easier by the presence of modified Taxon
front and mid tarsi, e.g. D. wahlbergi and D.

Figure 1: Records of all Dolichopus taxa on the NBN
Gateway (Data courtesy of the NBN Gateway, Crown
copyright and database rights 2011 Ordnance Survey
1000179551).
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Heron Bay 2015
SK879061

Egleton Meadows
2015, 2016
SK880076

Gorse Close 2014
SK887061

North Arm Marsh
2014 SK878086

Currently the British Dolichopus list stands at 53 (DF,
2016) of which 23 have been provisionally recorded
at Rutland Water (Table 1). Two further species (D.
longicornis, D. pennatus) have been recorded from
elsewhere in VC55 (LRERC database) giving a
provisional county list of 25. A few of the identified
species have national distributions that indicate that
they may be scarce (<50 records) although a major
contributory factor may well be the lack of recorders.
This is particularly relevant to D. plumitarsis which
apparently has only been recorded in the UK on four
occasions from scattered locations. The record of a
female from Gorse Close in 2014 was recognised using
only seven key couplets of simple characteristics
ending with the discal vein bends being very sharp
rather than a gentle bend. Unlike the male, this female
of this species does not have modified front tarsi.

20
29
51
702
15
140
160
411
1003
1225
632
50
45
51
1998
4
163
137
96
656
1136
2538
592

Table 1: Provisional list of Dolichopus at Rutland Water Nature Reserve.
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The highest number of species (22) was obtained from
Egleton Meadows where the trap was run on 12
occasions during 2015 and 2016 at the edge of a
wildflower meadow adjacent to a boundary hedge.
The North Arm Marsh was only sampled on two
occasions during the same week in 2014 but was not
continued because of the enormous numbers of insects
captured during each two-day run but would be
worthwhile sampling on occasions in future years over
perhaps 24-hour trap periods. Surprisingly the six
traps run at Heron Bay in 2015 gave only a single male
Dolichopus simplex (see front cover) despite other fly
orders, including members of other Dolichopodidae,
being plentiful.

accessed 19/01/2017, Figure 1) indicates that our area
is poorly represented. This is further emphasised by
the general paucity of records for the genus in local
archives (68 of 11 species). The varied habitats at
RWNR suggests that several more species await
discovery and that other sites, especially along the Soar
Valley, may also benefit from such surveying.
References
DF 2016. An update of the 1998 Checklist of Diptera
of the British Isles (Updated 15 March 2016).
Dipterists Forum.
d’Assis Fonseca, E.C.M. 1978. Diptera: Orthorrhapha
Brachycera – Dolichopodidae. RES Handbooks for
the Identification of British Insects, 9(5).

The likelihood of new VC55 species is high as the
national map of all Dolichopus records (NBN Gateway

Ray Morris
The Forester Adscita statices is a day-flying
moth with beautiful metallic blue-green
wings. Its English name recalls the coats
worn by foresters, rather than a liking for
forests. It is most often seen in old
meadows, where its foodplant Common
Sorrel grows - such as Herbert’s Meadow
and Lea Meadows in Charnwood. It usually
flies in June. In recent years, good numbers
have been seen at Rough Hill at Newtown
Linford, with one or two turning up in
nearby Bradgate Park.
The moth is scarce both nationally and
locally. Populations are small and seem to
fluctuate precariously - Adrian Russell
reports that not one was reported from
Herbert’s Meadow in 2016, yet 2015 was
as good a year as any for the Forester across
the counties.
Ed.
Photo: Gianpiero Ferrari FRPS

New Flea for VC55:

of jackdaw (Corvus monedula) but has also been
recorded from the nests of other passerines (see
Whitaker 2007).

In August I was given a vacated Robin (Erithacus
rubecula) nest taken from a garden in Market
Harborough (SP729859). On examination the nest
yielded 1♂ Ceratophyllus gallinae, 2♂ 11♀
Dasypsyllus g. gallinulae and 4♀ Ceratophyllus
vagabundus insularis. Ceratophyllus gallinae and D.
gallinulae have been recorded many times in VC55
(see Clark 2006) but this is the first VC55 record for
C. vagabundus insularis. This species is fairly
common throughout the British Isles, principally in the
nests of sea birds; inland it is found mainly in the nests

References
Clark, F. (2006) Fleas (Siphonaptera) of
Leicestershire and Rutland (VC55). LESOPS 22.
ISSN 0957 – 1019.
Whitaker, A. P. (2007) Handbooks for the
identification of British Insects (Siphonaptera) 1(6).
Royal Entomological Society. ISBN 978 0 90154685
2.

Frank Clark
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Where have all my Peacocks gone?
Monitoring annual population trends in our native
butterflies is a very uncertain exercise. Numbers
observed vary due to weather conditions and there are
seasonal and regional differences. However, there
was a consensus of opinion in the UK that 2016 was
an unusual year for butterflies.
My primary sources are the reports in the journal
British Wildlife, and numbers published by the
Butterfly Conservation website http://butterflyconservation.org/ based on their Garden Butterfly
Survey which asks the general public to report what
they see in their gardens on one selected date each year.

Peacock Butterfly. Photo: Steve Woodward

species, all common. My 2016 records generally
followed the trends reported by Butterfly Conservation
but there were differences in some species, particularly
in Peacock numbers.

British Wildlife reported declines in many common
species in mid-summer but a recovery for most during
August and September. They commented on improved
numbers of the Small Tortoiseshell following a very
poor year for that species in 2015.

My observations are an approximation as they depend
not only on the butterflies visiting but on me happening
to be out in the garden and in a position to see and
identify them. Generally I record the days when a
given species was seen. I only record numbers seen
at any one time if they are worthy of note. Small
Whites will be over-recorded, and Green-veined
Whites correspondingly under-recorded as separating
the latter species requires close observation which is
not always possible with fast flying insects, but all
other identifications should be reliable.

The Butterfly Conservation website reported a
“collapse in numbers” of many common garden
species in 2016. Falls of 40% or more were reported
for populations of Comma, Small Tortoiseshell,
Peacock and Gatekeeper. A few species increased in
numbers, notably the Green-veined White, up 58%,
and the Large White was reported to have had one of
its best years ever. Red Admiral numbers were
reported to be up by 70%, but this was from a very low
base level in 2015 compared with the more common
resident species.

I have compared my 2016 garden records with 2015.
Records of the three common white species followed
the national trend and showed good increases, as did
Holly Blue. Speckled Wood showed a five-fold
increase, but against a very low base level in 2015.
Small Tortoiseshells were down some 30%, but
Peacock records were down 85% compared with 2015.
This prompted me to look up results
for that species over a five year
period. I also checked numbers seen
at one time during the flowering
period of my several buddleja
bushes.

I live in suburban Hinckley about 500 metres from
open countryside and have a moderately sized south
facing garden which measures some 22 x 16 metres.
I have been making counts of garden butterfly numbers
for many years and have recorded some eighteen
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Summary of garden records for the Peacock butterfly over the past five years

5

These results speak for themselves
and I have no explanation for them.
The observation parameters did not
change over the five years. 2016
results were even worse than those
indicated as one of the records was
a hibernating insect disturbed in the
house in November.

Richard Iliffe
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Status of the Short-winged
Conehead in Rutland
I am a member of the Wildlife
Recording Group at Rutland Water.
Since the re-emergence of this group in
November 2011, all the various species
data has each year been submitted to the
Nature Reserves records base. It was
originally intended that there would be
an Annual Report printed. However,
there was only one produced during that
time.
In March 2016, the Wildlife Recorders
received news from the reserve
organisers that, as from April 2016, in
future we are to submit our records in
to NatureSpot.

Peninsular Road. This was a surprise; as the habitat
was unusual for the Conehead. One year later in 2009,
a small Rutland Natural History Society Group was
‘out and about’ on the North Shore, South Arm, of
Rutland Water, when I heard the distinctive
stridulating of the males. We converged on a large
patch of Juncus at the edge of the water, (this time a
typical habitat). Males and females were caught and
photographs taken, a large colony indeed! In July
2010, the Short-winged Conehead finally made the
short journey onto the Egleton Reserve; and was
recorded there for the first time. It spread very slowly
over most of the reserve, and was diligently monitored!

Short-winged Conehead, male

Therefore, at the end of season 2016, I began to input
the Rutland Water Reserves Orthoptera data in to
NatureSpot. An interesting problem occurred as I
attempted to enter Short-Winged Conehead,
Conochephalus dorsalis. NatureSpot would not accept
this species (every other one inputted OK)! I then
contacted the controller David Nichols about this
situation, and received a prompt reply. To my surprise,
David told me that there has never been a Short-winged
Conehead entered into their system. Moreover, this
suggests that this cricket has only been recorded in
VC55 (Rutland). NatureSpot have not received a
sighting for VC55 (Leics). Or has it simply not been
entered into their database? So David Nichols set up
the link for me; and “job completed”!

Since then, this damp vegetation lover has thrived in
the Rutland Water complex. The distribution map
shows this clearly! Despite searches in other parts of
Rutland over the years, whilst carrying out regular
Orthoptera surveys, we have found only one other
colony, and this was on 28 September 2011, a large
number of stridulating males in rough, damp
vegetation, on the southern edge of Rutland, just
outside Caldecott. Finally, in July 2015, a small
pioneering colony at last made it onto the Lyndon
Reserve, which I located in a small, but typical damp
patch of Juncus along the farm track, near Tufted Duck
Hide.

This news was very revealing; as this species only
arrived in Rutland in 2007. This was a small colony
located on a rough grass verge, along the Hambleton

Philip Rudkin
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Moth Trap Mutterings

It is hard to know what the future holds for MV lamps,
there is certainly no shortage of manufacturers and
suppliers in China – who are selling them for as little
as $0.60 (50p) each, but with a minimum order of
2,000 units. I was tempted, but decided not to risk
dock-side seizure! Of course, new technologies are
providing alternatives to MV equivalent lamps, but
they seem far more expensive and it is doubtful that
their spectra would be as attractive to moths. However,
I hope to conduct some proper field trials of some of
the leading alternatives this spring.

As most VC55 moth trappers are probably aware, I
have, for some time, been supplying moth traps, at
cost, to local moth recorders. Initially, these were
mainly mercury vapour (MV) traps, but in the last few
years I have also been able to supply a low cost
(approx. £50) moth trap utilising 20W Wemlite
(Edison screw, actinic-type) lamps. I am also able to
loan moth traps to newcomers unsure if mothing is
their thing. Anyone interested in a new trap, repairs,
replacement components, etc. should contact me
ASAP, as I like to get this out of the way before the
season proper gets under way.

Finally, I am still looking to develop the most elusive
of moth traps: Low cost (well under £50), powered by
a small/lightweight/low-cost battery and highly
portable, but one that also catches moths in respectable
numbers. I’ll keep you posted.

That leads me on to the matter of MV lamps. A ban on
the manufacture and import of these into the EU came
into force in April 2015. The perceived view was that
massive stocks already in the UK would mean that
there would be no shortage of these lamps for many
years. This has proved not to be the case and in
December of last year I spent many hours trying to
source some suitable (i.e. not “deluxe” or “comfort”
types that produce the wrong spectra), low cost MV
lamps. In the past I have been able to buy and supply
these lamps for £3 to £5 each, but I was finding that
very few electrical wholesalers had any, and those that
did were charging £15 to £25 or more. Many were
advertised on websites, but upon attempting to place
an order, they turned out to be out of stock. I managed
to mop-up approx. 20 bulbs from various sources and
eventually managed to find a supplier with a good
stock and negotiated a discount for 100. So, the good
news is that I probably have enough to supply VC55
moth trappers for a few years to come. Let me know
if you need any. But I would prefer to supply one or a
few as required, rather than everyone feeling the need
to build up their own personal stock.

In the meantime, I have discovered what I believe to
be the ultimate moth trap in this respect: the GONSKI
Solar Powered Insect trap – costing less than £4!
However, being just 100 mm high and 80 mm in
diameter, it is only going to catch small moths. I’ve
bought a few to have a play around with; perhaps they
might be useful at catching micros that live in specific
micro-habitats (and being solar-powered they could be
left out for a few nights)? I think I know how effective
they will prove to be!

Adrian Russell
£1m appeal for Hickling Broad, Norfolk
Hickling Broad, well-known as one of the sites
for the Swallow-tail butterfly, has been put up
for sale by the landowning family. The Norfolk
Wildlife Trust (tenants of the site) has reached
an agreement to purchase and is appealing for
contributions. Here is the link:
http://www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk/news/allnews/2016-11-02-hickling-broad-urgent-appeal

Jill Willis
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The tail end of a poor insect season in
the garden
What a disappointing year for wildlife, with nothing
much of note to report at the tail end of the 2016 season
in my garden. Insect numbers have remained low and
sightings were virtually non-existent after mid October. The last Bombus hypnorum seen was on 2
October; a Bombus pascuorum was seen on 5 October
with the last one spotted on 12 October. In previous
years, Bombus pascuorum had been seen during the
first week in November. Bombus terrestris were last
seen on 28 and 29 October 2016. Occasionally, in
previous years, when weather conditions have been
better, Bombus terrestris have over-wintered locally collecting pollen from winter-flowering shrubs such
as Mahonia and Lonicera purpuseii Winter
Honeysuckle. They are currently reported as active
further south in Hampshire December/January.
Myathropa florea hoverfly. Photo: Steve Woodward

Hoverflies have been in low numbers with few species:
- drone flies; an occasional Episyrphus balteatus; and
one or two Myathropa florea near the compost heap.
Butterflies have not done much better, with Speckled
Woods and Holly Blues (despite Holly and Ivy being
available) in September and October; various whites;
but very few Peacocks, just one Red Admiral and no
Small Tortoiseshell; no Gatekeepers. Again - plenty
of foraging available.

There were clues to nocturnal visitors to the garden,
when early one morning, I spotted clumps of cells and
grubs scattered on the path near the garage. I suspect
the badger had paid the nest a visit - a rather dangerous
occupation - I wonder if the badger was stung in the
digging out process. A couple of days later, I noticed
that the Lasius flavus anthill had also been half
demolished. The first frosts have since put paid to
wasp activity, so the apple harvest was resumed.

The only species that was suddenly, very obviously
noted in high numbers in October were the Common
Wasp Vespula vulgaris workers, emerging from their
active nest in the Eucalyptus gunnii stump. I had not
noticed them before, even though the nest was adjacent
to a path and must have been there for some time...
Their activity effectively put a halt to apple-picking on
the nearby trees, as I steered clear of their flight path.

On 11 January 2017 nothing is flying. I await the first
early bumblebee queens to emerge from hibernation
and the Hairy-footed Flower Bees Anthophora
plumipes. Let us hope for better weather in 2017.

Maggie Frankum

Course Review: Solitary Bees
Identification and Ecology

Fingringhoe Wick, (Essex Wildlife Trust) along with
the areas around the Flatford Mill area including the
RSPB gardens.
There were sessions inside the classroom via
PowerPoint presentations covering the biology and
ecology of the different groups of species along with
details on the key points to aid identification.
Specimens were available for each group to be used in
conjunction with the microscopes provided. For those
unfamiliar with the process of pinning and presenting
specimens additional help was provided.

The seven day course (starting 15 July 2016) at
Flatford Mill, Suffolk (Field Studies Council
http://www.field-studies-council.org) was tutored by
Ian Cheeseborough (Shropshire county recorder for
aculeate Hymenoptera) assisted by Bex Cartwright.
The course was designed around the new book by
Steven Falk (2015) A Field Guide to the Bees of Britain
and Ireland.

We were blessed with beautifully warm sunny weather
which made the week a real joy to be part of with the
seven other members of the course. The groups
covered in individual presentations were Hylaeus,

After a general introduction to solitary bees on the
Friday evening, we were given an outline of the course:
including field trips to Westleton Heath, Minsmere and
8
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Buying a VC55 First

Colletes, Andrena, Lasioglossum, Sphecodes, Melitta,
Macropis, Dasypoda, Osmia, Megachile, Nomada,
Coelioxys along with a single presentation covering
the many small groups Epeolus, Eucera, Melecta,
Ceratina, Anthophora and Apis.

Phyllocnistis citrella (Stainton, 1856) was first
recorded as an adventive species new to the UK in
2012 on the basis of specimens reared from citrus
leaves (Homan, 2012). Since then it has turned up in
a few other vice-counties and I
had recently read of it
being found on
miniature citrus
trees being sold in
Homebase stores.
Well, surely the same
plants are being sold in
other Homebase stores?
So, on 9 December last
year, I took myself off to
the store on Welford Road.
I had to admit that the plants
looked quite nice, though
they were not cheap. After
carefully inspecting the
leaves of every plant
there, I finally found
one of the miniature
lemon trees with a few of this species' distinctive leaf
mines. I thought I ought to at least attempt to rear out
the moth from these tenanted mines, so I bought the
plant (and my VC55 first) for £19.99. Whilst I
managed to photograph the leaf mines, I wasn't able
to rear out the moth.

It was during the field trip to Fingringhoe Wick on the
21 July 2016 that I collected my only Nomada bee of
the week along the grass roadside verge which graded
into low scrub and then woodland. Upon return to
Flatford Mill the specimen was pinned and set,
identification was undertaken following provisional
identification as a Nomada zonata (see picture) this
being confirmed by both Ian Cheeseborough and Bex
Cartwright. Subsequently photographs were sent to
Steven Falk via email who verified the identification.
It was subsequently found out that this was only the
third time this species had been recorded on the UK
mainland.
It was a really great course and one which I would
thoroughly recommend it to anyone interested in
solitary bees. During the course a total of fifty solitary
bees and twenty-eight solitary wasps were recorded.

Reference
Homan, R., 2012. A British record of Phyllocnistis
citrella Stainton, 1856 (Lep.: Phyllocnistidae).
Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 124: 279-281.

Nomada zonata a nomad bee found during the course in Essex only the third UK record.

David Goddard

Friends of the Botanic Garden
Wednesday 1 March, 10.30 am.
The Knoll House, Botanic Garden, Glebe Road,
Oadby LE2 2LD. Parking along Glebe Road.

Top: Citrina Lisa. Above: leaf mines of

Adrian Russell

Eamonn Mallon is giving a talk on his bumblebee
research (Bombus terrestris) at the University.
9
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Bugs on the Move

on and the scenario has significantly changed in that
further 2014 sightings were made at Cropston (15
September 2014) by Kate Nightingale and Syston (10
September 2014) by David Kirton & Chris Hill. It now
seems unlikely that the species’ arrival in the county
was an obscure transportation into the grounds of
County Hall although site records up to 2016 have still
not extended beyond Leicester and adjacent locations.
This may, of course, simply be a result of the
distribution of recording effort. A report from over the
border near Nottingham in 2015 does support a wider
distribution than was first thought. The images below
show both the adult and the immature stages of the
bug.

These notes draw attention to the arrival and recent
changes in the occurrence of some of the true bugs
(Hemiptera: Heteroptera) in Leicestershire and
Rutland. Similar changes in the sub-order Homoptera
and other Hemiptera groups will be discussed in a
subsequent Newsletter.
The bark bug Aneuras avenius (Aradidae) was found
as a first for the county by Mark Skevington at Ketton
Quarry on 4 May 2014. This has not been reported
since, but the habitat remains undisturbed. This bug

Left: Aradus depressus nymph. Photo: Graham Finch. Centre: immature Box Bug Gonicerus acuteangulatus. Photo: Mike Higgott.
Right: adult Box Bug Gonicerus acuteangulatus. Photo: Kate Nightingale.

A species which has, no doubt, come to stay in the
county is the attractive Western Conifer Seed Bug
Leptoglossus occidentalis (Coreidae). This was first
reported in 2008 at Quorn by Peter Gamble and there
have been one or two records around the county each
year since. This insect will move indoors to find a site
for over-wintering and it is often recorded from such
locations in the late autumn period. The species was
first found in Britain in 2007 and there was an initial
concern of its potential damage to conifer plantations.
It is now breeding is several parts of the country and
the authorities have decided that it is no longer
considered to be a threat. Further Leicestershire
records have come from Melton Mowbray, Leicester,
Syston, Knighton, Sapcote, Shenton, Thurnby,
Cropston and Charnwood.

and the flatbug Aradus depressus (Aradidae) are
described nationally as widespread and fairly common
but they are rarely reported in the county. The VC55
records of A. depressus to date have only come from
South Wood, Ticknall (Dave Budworth, 2001),
Cropston (Kate Nightingale, 2014), Charnwood (Kate
Nightingale, 2015) near Swadlincote (Jason Canning,
2016), Clarendon Park (Annie Smith, 2016) and Cloud
Wood, Breedon on the Hill (Graham Finch, 2016).
There was a short account in Newsletter 53 on the
finding of a new county species: the Box Bug
Gonicerus acuteangulatus (Coreidae) in the grounds
of County Hall on 27 August 2014. This appeared to
be a small breeding population well north of its present
distribution and the source of its arrival was a mystery.
The later additional record from some 2 km away at
Beaumont Leys on the 28 September was thought to
be a wanderer from the County Hall site. Two years

It is probably also worth making a few more comments
about the distribution expansion of the Dock Bug
10
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Dock Bug Coreus marginatus

Green Shieldbug Palomena prasina

Coreus marginalis (Coreidae), which started to appear
in the county in 2004 (Howard Bradshaw). Initially
the records in the region were all being reported from
Leicestershire but the northward march of reports
reached Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire by 2007 &
2013 respectively. The first Derbys location was just
over the border near Swadlincote and the two Notts
reports came from the Nottingham area. In contrast,
records have not really expanded in the south of
Staffordshire since the initial find at Highgate
Common in 2012. Within Leicestershire the reports
have become more numerous each year and often
involve aggregates of individuals at all stages of
growth, verifying established breeding. In many ways
this is almost a repeat of the influx of the Green
Shieldbug Palomena prasina (Pentatomidae), which
was very much a county rarity up to the 1990s but
which is now regularly seen in many areas and at all
stages of growth. The maps above show the
distribution of Dock Bug & Green Bug records up to
the end of 2016.

Arocatus longiceps. Photo: Graham Calow.

of course that the insect came from another site,
although he had not made a recent trip to London!
Another interesting ground bug record for 2014 was
of Peritrechus lundi found at Croft Hill (Mark
Skevington). This is appears to be the third record for
VC55; others being near Clipsham and Market Overton.

Attention can now move to some of the species of the
so called ground bug family Lygaeidae. In particular,
a new species was recorded in 2016 by Graham Calow,
potentially from a Hinckley supermarket car park. This
was Arocatus longiceps which had been first recorded
in the garden of the London Natural History Museum
in 2007. It is associated with London Plane and has
since been found at other sites in London and also
beyond into Oxfordshire and eastwards to
Cambridgeshire. This first for Leicestershire was
therefore a possibility, especially when it is noted that
the car park in Hinckley was also set with a scatter of
now well-established Plane trees. The individual was
found by Graham on his open bedroom window in
Sapcote after a visit to the said supermarket (the car
was parked beneath the window) – it is just possible

The stiltbug Metatropis rufescens, a possible new
species of the Berytinidae family, was reported from
Cloud Wood, Breedon on the Hill in 2009 (Marian
Bryce). This was followed by two records in 2012;
Ulverscroft & Grace Dieu (Steve Woodward) with at
least six individuals at the latter site. The next record
was in 2014 from the Lount Nature Reserve near
Coleorton (Dave Budworth) and the latest 2016
sightings have been at Shenton (Steve Woodward &
Helen Ikin) and again at Cloud Wood (Steve
Woodward with Loughborough Naturalists’ Club).
Moving on to the predatory assassin bug family,
Reduviidae, there is a species which feeds on the body
fluids of mammals as well as various invertebrates and
is usually in association with human dwellings. This
is Reduvius personatus which is considered to be a
11
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southern species but is
occasionally recorded
from the Midlands. The
older records only give
one report for VC55;
Market Harborough in
1949 but two more
records were received in
2015. An adult female
was attracted to a moth
light
trap
near
Buckminster,
Colsterworth (Adrian
Reduvius personatus.
Russell) and an adult was
Photo: Alan Cann.
reported from a garden
in Whetstone (Mark Skevington).
The more delicate Heteroptera bug species are in the
family Miridae and these are generally plant feeders,
often being coloured with green shades. A species
which has expanded its range recently is Oncotylus
viridiflavus which is now often found on Common
Knapweed. The first VC55 record was in 1983 from
Thorpe Satchville, Melton Mowbray (Don Goddard)
but the next was not until 2008 at Narborough Bog
(David Gould). It has since been reported in 2015 from
Wymeswold (Alan Cann) and Ketton Quarry (Alan
Cann). This latter site was also the location of the only
report in 2016 by Kate Nightingale.

Deraeocoris flavilinea. Photo: David Nicholls.

Nottinghamshire and South Yorkshire in the few years
since 2007. The annual VC55 reports have now
reached about 20 by 2016 following its discovery in
2009 at Sapcote (Graham Calow). There is some
variation in colour from black to red brown but all
exhibit the white line border to the pronotum and
scutellum.

Another plant bug which has established itself in our
region in less than a decade is Deraeocoris flavilinea.
This appeared to have made its presence
simultaneously in Leicestershire, Derbyshire,

Details of all records are at LRERC.

Dave Budworth

Indoor Meetings Programme

Thursday 16 February 2017
interested in insects’
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16 March 2017 - An Evening with Dave
Budworth and Ray Morris
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Kate Nightingale's talk will tell us about her journey
into the world of insects through her personal
observations and their identification and will be
illustrated by her super photographs.
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'A few bugs to look for' - Dave Budworth is county
recorder for Hemiptera and he will give an account of
his work with these bugs.

d

'Experiences with Malaise trapping at Rutland Water'
- Ray Morris will encompass the range of invertebrates
recorded, in particular, those species that without the
Malaise would, most likely, not have been seen or
recorded by our members who examine the contents.

To Hinckley Rd

Our venue is Kirby Muxloe Free Church, Main Street,
Kirby Muxloe LE9 2AN SK517042. The session starts
at 7:30, but most members arrive half an hour earlier
for a natter and a cuppa. Visitors are welcome.

Anona Finch
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