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Leicester is Buzzing
July 2017 marked the start of Urban Buzz Leicester, an ambitious
project created by Buglife to increase the habitat for many of our
much-loved pollinators. The project is mostly funded by Biffa
Award and will run for 20 months until March 2019. The aim is to
create 100 ‘buzzing hotspots’ foraging or nesting sites for
pollinators, in, parks, on roadside verges, in local wildlife sites,
schools, almost anywhere the public can access. These new habitats
could include wildflower meadows, woodland planting, planting
along streams and other watercourses, bee bank creation,
ornamental planting and lots more!
Wool Carder Bee Anthidium manicatum particularly fond of flower beds.
Photo: Steve Woodward.
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Urban Buzz is a project launched in answer to the National
Pollinator Strategy that was launched in 2014. In the UK it is
claimed that over 90% of wildflower rich grasslands have been lost
since the 1940s, with a move towards more intensive farming and
development, being the two main causes for this loss of habitat.
Many of our pollinator species are in decline with some species
restricted to certain parts of the UK. Several bumblebee species
have declined significantly within the last 50 years with many other
pollinator species at risk. Recent research from Bristol University
has shown that urban areas can be a safe haven for many of our
pollinators, with
much
of
the
countryside
transformed into
intense farmland
contaminated with
pesticides. Urban
areas
in
comparison can be
rich in food and
free
from
agricultural
pesticides, with
gardens, parks and
other open space
cont’d on p. 3...

Central reservation wildflower patch. Photo: Andy Slater
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Garden wildlife is boosted enormously by the presence
of a pond. Insects home in to it almost immediately
and their variety increases for the first few years.
Maggie Frankum shares with us her experience of what
happens when a pond becomes “over-mature” and how
to set about rejuvenating it.
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Many of us spot the odd plant gall here and there, but
Chris Leach has a very keen eye for them and has some
interesting observations on a the Smooth Spangle gall.
Helen Ikin and myself have been in contact with the
City Council, regarding a site near Gipsy Lane and its
bees. The outcome is a piece about an unusual
woodlouse found there and some good news about
encouraging bees (and other insects) in the city.
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Flies (Diptera) now seem to be receiving the attention
of some observant naturalists. Ray’s article emphasises
that a voucher specimen must be kept if a provisional
photographic record is to be promoted to a confirmed
record. Graham Finch continues to dig out interesting
beetles, often from cow-pats or dung heaps. It is
astonishing how pristine they look when photographed!
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Wasps have once again been in short supply this year,
but David Goddard found enough to keep him happy
on an ID course in Pembrokeshire.
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My thanks go to all the contributors to this edition.
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that run the planet”

The editor will be happy to receive articles, short notes
and photos (in focus please!) about insects or other
invertebrates in Leicestershire and Rutland, also news
of members’ activities further afield. Photos to be sent
separately please at high resolution. Unless otherwise
credited, photos are by the author of the article.

Members of LRWT will be able to hear this
talk following the AGM at 7:30 pm, Weds
15 Nov at Trinity Methodist Church,
Harborough Road, Oadby LE2 4LA.

Next Copy Deadline: 10 January 2018
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presenting a great opportunity for cities such as
Leicester to be buzzing.
The objective of Urban Buzz is to create or enhance
habitats in key corridors across the city that will help
to link areas for pollinators, to better enable bees,
butterflies, beetles, hoverflies and others to move more
freely throughout the city, hopefully in the future
increasing species diversity and abundance.

Bee bank under construction.

This is a large task, and one that will only be successful
with the help from various volunteer groups, such as
nature volunteers, scout groups, youth groups and
more. Urban Buzz will work with local partners, and
the community to create 100 buzzing hotspots
consisting of bright wildflower patches, swathes of
woodland and wetland plants, formal planting
schemes, trees for bees, bug hotels, bee banks, and lots
more!

meadows and Castle Hill Country Park. Over the next
few months we shall be searching for potential
‘Buzzing hotspots’ particularly in key corridors which
will have the largest benefit for pollinators and
opportunities to work with keen volunteer groups to
help create and maintain the new buzzing sites, year
on year.
People wanting to take part, or contribute to Urban
Buzz can get in touch with Nick Packham, the Urban
Buzz Conservation officer: Nick.Packham@
buglife.org.uk Activities could include helping to
identify potential new sites, attending habitat creation
days or assisting with basic monitoring.

Leicester presents many great opportunities for
creating habitat, and we have already identified a
number of key sites that present opportunities for
creating and enhancing pollinator habitat, with Urban
Buzz building on the fantastic work already completed
across the city benefiting pollinators. Some of these
new potential sites include Bennion Pools, Aylestone

Nick Packham

Leslie Purnell 1935-2017
It is with regret that we record the passing of one of
our stalwart members. Les had a life-long interest in
lepidoptera, spending as much time recording in
Europe as he did in Britain. He was a regular volunteer
at the Barrow Collections where he worked for several
years sorting out the VC55 lepidoptera collections and
more recently collaborating with Adrian Russell in
updating the labelling to conform to the latest
European taxonomic lists. For much of his life he was
a Consultant Obstetrician, mostly in Rochdale where
it is claimed that he was responsible for 90% of births!
Those that knew him well remember discussing a wide
variety of topics during the Barrow tea breaks. A
consummate gentleman who will be sorely missed.
Our thoughts go to his wife Elizabeth and his family.

Les working as a volunteer on the butterfly collection at the
Collections Resources Centre, Barrow upon Soar.
Photo: Graham Finch.

Ray Morris
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A Nosey Woodlouse
(and cure for sore legs)

(use not the flat sort that run away when you touch
them) - cut off their heads and bruise the bodies in
a little of the ale to extract all the moisture, strain
them and put the juice and bodies in the canvas
bag with the herbs. When it has wrought
sufficiently begin to drink it at meals.”

Armadillidium nasatum is one of the Pill Woodlice so called because they roll up into a ball, like a pill.
The commonest one in VC55 is A. vulgare which rolls
into a tight ball. A. nasatum leaves its antennae folded
outside when it rolls up.

Woodlice are known in Dutch as Pissebed and
swallowed whole they are said to help to stimulate
urination.
“For the treatment of Scurvy, drowsiness in the
brain and convulsions in children and older people,
use the following drink Six score of woodlice alive, washed well and
bruised in a porringer with the back of a spoon.
Pour some clear white wine on to them and strain
the juice into a quart of white wine or ale and keep
in a glass bottle (white wine is best). At four of the
clock in the afternoon drink one quarter of a pint
of it, as long as you find you need it. The woodlice
will carry all evil and venomous Humours out of
the Body.”

Armadillidium nasatum. Photo: Steve Woodward.

It is about 20 mm long and can be readily identified
by its protruding snout (arrowed) - actually part of the
scutellum - and has a more striped and translucent
appearance than A. vulgare. According to Jon Daws
in LESOPS No. 9:

Should you suffer from drowsiness in the brain and
feel inclined to try this cure, I would be interested to
know the result!

Helen Ikin

"Leicestershire records [of A. nasatum] come from
synanthropic sites, including the depots of several
city parks (such as Abbey, Evington,
Humberstone), waste ground (the most noteworthy
of which is the site of the old power station at
Rawdykes, Leicester where A. nasatum can be
found in good numbers with Armadillidium
vulgare) and horticultural nurseries (such as the
one at Rotherby and Cole's in Thurnby). This
species has been known as a glasshouse pest for
many years ... and has probably been transported
around the county along with containerised plants"

The LES cannot vouch for the efficacy or safety these cures - try
them at your own risk! - Ed.

VC55 Spiders
As many of you may know, VC55 has been without a
coordinator for Spiders for sometime. I have
volunteered to step into the role, despite being very
new to the challenges of spider identification. This
means that while I am happy to receive your records,
and answer any questions about historical records by
referring to the database, I am not expert enough to
validate them, so for the time being I will collate new
records as pending confirmation.

A. nasatum first came to my notice in early June in
Leicester at the Gipsy Lane Pit SSSI where it lives
among the loose rocks. It turned up again, later in June,
at Wing in Rutland where it was under stones and
wood near the railway bridge.

Many, or even most species of spider require
examination under a microscope for identification,
typically of specimens preserved in alcohol. I have
already started to collect voucher specimens and would
welcome samples, even of common species.

According to the eighteenth century Medical Cures
from the Kitchen book by Bridget Lane dated 1737 and
edited with Glossorial Commentary and Historical
Annotation by Vincent DiMarco: Pill Woodlice were
used as cures for several ailments including sore legs:

Paul Palmer

“To four gallons of small ale, add a good handful
of sage and another of rhu (chopped and bruised
and contained in a canvas bag.) Add 300 woodlice

palmerpjp@gmail.com
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High Fliers

An observant photographer in Rutland, Andrew
Dejardin, took images of the most unusual Louse fly
(Crataerina pallida, Fig. 3), a member of the
Hippoboscidae, confirmed by Erica McAllister of the
Natural History Museum. This insect, an ectoparasite
of hirudines and swifts, was found on a shop window
in Empingham on 25 July. Another new species for
VC55.

Since taking on care of VC55 fly records (with the
exception of craneflies) I have been regularly asked
about the status of various species in the two counties.
These queries tend to come from photographic
contributors to NatureSpot and sometimes the identity
has been confirmed by experts in the respective family
whilst others, despite having excellent images, are not

Fig 1. Argyra diaphana (?).
Photo: Annie Smith.

David Gould seems to have developed a taste for the
Calliphorid flies, particularly since Steven Falk

Fig 2. Rhaphium crassipes (?).
Photo: Annie Smith.

Fig 3. Crataerina pallida.
Photo: Andrew Dejardin.

produced his draft key. On 6 August he photographed
the first VC55 record of Stomorhina lunata at
Narborough Bog. Earlier in the year the Blackbottle
(Protophoria terraenovae) was found by him at the
Spearwort Fields, Aylestone on 7 May being the
second VC55 sighting of this distinctive fly.
Previously it had been seen at Grace Dieu in 2011
(Steve Woodward & Helen Ikin). Both calliphorid
identifications were confirmed by Steven Falk.

possible to confirm unless a specimen is keyed out. In
the latter case, it is often that microscopic examination,
of genitalia, bristles, etc, is necessary to be certain.
However, it is encouraging that these insects are not
going unnoticed and increasingly, specimens are being
retained for investigation. So far in 2017 there have
been several notable additions to the VC55 database most certainly due to the lack of attention in the past!
Annie Smith photographed a male of the tephritid
Trypeta zoe on her pear tree on 29 April. Although it
is clearly this species, the quality of the photo is not
good enough to publish here; it seems to be a VC55
first! Annie also sent me some photos of two
Dolichopodidae species. One (Fig. 1) is a silvery male
of the Argyra genus (possibly diaphana) which, if it
had been possible to examine a specimen, would have
been a VC55 first as well. The other (Fig. 2), showing
a pointed third antennal segment, may be a Rhaphium
crassipes which has not been recorded since the 1990s
(1991, Lockington Marshes, Alan Stubbs; 1994, Grace
Dieu, Derek Lott); again, a specimen would have
confirmed this species.

Hoverflies of note so far in 2017 include: Criorhina
floccosa (Steve Mathers, Grantham Canal between
Hose and Harby, 9 May, only third record in 2000s);
Xanthogramma citrofasciatum (Fig. 4, Craig Mabbett,
Broughton Astley disused quarry, 22 April, fourth

Graham Calow sent a specimen he caught at Sapcote
15 May to Tony Irwin in Norfolk who identified it as
Lonchaea tarsata - a species previously unknown in
VC55 and poorly recorded nationally - an excellent
find.
Fig 4. Xanthogramma citrofasciatum. Photo: Craig Mabbett.
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VC55 record); and Brachypalpoides lentus (Peter
Smith, Cold Overton, 3 June, first since 1991).

I am grateful to the recorders for the use of their
images. Please note that any referral to VC55 status
has to be considered provisional as the database
continues to expand as records are located. If you have
any previously unreported fly records I would be more
than happy to receive them.

A late notification is one from Kate Nightingale via
David Gould of the Ulidiidae fly Herina lugubris at
Ketton Quarry on 15 August which has been ratified
by two national experts. It seems to be the third VC55
record of this species with very few of this family
being noted locally.

Ray Morris

Course Review: Solitary Wasps

total of 21 wasp species (see below) and 33 bee species
were recorded.
My highlights include watching a colony of Megachile
leachella digging and provisioning nest chambers at
Freshwater West as well as a female Osmia spinulosa
climbing over a snail shell to investigate it as a possible
nest site at Stackpole. I also managed to photograph
Pompilus cinereus, Bombus rupestris and Coelioxys
elongata (Fig. 2) at Stackpole.

Having attended the Solitary Bees course at Flatford
Mill in 2016 (see LES Newsletter 56) and found it to
be an exceptionally good course I had no hesitation in
booking onto the Solitary Wasps course (Field Studies
Council, Orielton, Pembrokeshire, 28 July to 4 August
2017), especially given that it was
being run by the same tutors namely
Ian Cheeseborough and Bex Cartright.

I would thoroughly recommend
attending either one or both of these
courses as a great way to meet
like-minded people and learn the
skills required to identify these
species.

So, the day came to set off for the
course and I travelled with a great
deal of anticipation for a good course
but the weather forecast for the week
was not particularly good with rain
http://www.field-studiesexpected. Anyway, I should not have
council.org
worried because Ian and Bex had Fig 1. Tachysphex pompiliformis, one of the
brought a lot of specimens for the eight solitary wasps seen during the course.
people attending to work through to
Solitary wasp species seen:
test our identification skills and use of
the Solitary Wasps book by Yeo, P. F.
Ammophila sabulosa, Ancistrocerus
& Corbet, S. A. (1995, Naturalists
parietum, Ancistrocerus scoticus,
Handbooks volume 3) amongst other
Arachnospila wesmaeli, Chrysis
keys.
ignita, Crossocerus cetratus,
A typical day included a presentation
on a group of solitary wasps, then use
of the microscopes, keys and
specimens to go through the keys for
that group and then time to walk
around the grounds of Orielton Field
Centre to look for solitary wasps.
Whilst other days were given over to
field visits to local sites such as
Fig 2. Solitary bee Coelioxys elongata.
Stackpole and Freshwater West.
Whilst out on site we not only concentrated on solitary
wasps but also covered solitary bees, bumblebees and
some parasitic wasps. Over the week long course a

Crossocerus distinguendus,
Crossocerus elongatulus, Ectemnius
continuus, Episyron rufipes, Evagetes
crassicornis Gymnomerus laevipes,
Hedychridum ardens, Mellinus
arvensis, Oxybelus uniglumis,
Podalonia hirsuta, Pompilus
cinereus, Symmorphus bifasciatus,
Tachysphex pompiliformis (Fig. 1),
Tiphia femorata, Trypoxylon
attenuatum

David Goddard
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Is Millennium Wood, Oadby an Incubator
of Sibling Species?

continental Europe and observed that, for example, the
smooth spangle galls in the Netherlands were quite
different from the smooth spangle galls I was familiar
with in Britain (especially Leicestershire) (Leach and
van Dam-Mieras, 1995). Entwistle and Hails (1997)
observed that the smooth spangle galls of the
Highlands in Scotland were quite distinct from those
they had observed in Oxfordshire. A search of the
literature shows that at least four forms have been
described (see Table 1). An easy way to see these
different forms is to Google Neuroterus albipes and
then click on images…..you will get a lot of rather
spurious (mis-identified, mis-labelled) images,
nonetheless, many of the images are recognisably
"smooth" spangle galls despite their colour and
different shapes. To those who are unaware of this
variety, they would simply record Neuroterus abipes.
For the more aware the record might be , for example,
Neuroterus albipes f. borealis or even Neuroterus
albipes subsp. borealis.

Many are amazed by the great variety of galls which
appear on our oak trees. Those caused by cynipid
wasps are particularly diverse, with 80 species in
Britain, most exhibiting two generations (gamic and
agamic) each year. Each generation causes galls to
develop which are morphologically distinct from one
another. We might ask how and why this great
diversity has evolved. In North America, with more
species of oak, the number of gall-causing cynipid
species is nearer 800 - all identifiable from the forms
of the galls they induce! Since a great diversity of galls
can occur on the same host plant, it must be that the
diversity has arisen from changes in the causative
insects rather than their hosts. A good way to think of
this is that these galls, albeit produced by the host, are
directed by the insect: in fact galls are really the
extended phenotypes of the gall causers in a similar
way that that different disease symptoms are generated
by different infections. With such a great diversity of
gall types, we may be tempted to think that we might
be able to find some evidence of new species evolving
from existing species. Here I explore this using a
familiar gall.

It is easy to assume that these various forms may,
because of geographical separation, differences in
climate and, perhaps, differences in hosts, be sibling
species. The lack of sexual contact between the adults
emerging from the various smooth spangle galls could,
at least in principle result in the evolution of quite
distinct species.

Most members of LES will be familiar with some of
British so-called spangle galls commonly found on oak
leaves during autumn. These galls are all caused by
the asexual generations of cynipid wasp belonging to
the genus Neuroterus and are readily distinguished
from one another on morphological features of the
galls. The insects themselves are more difficult to
separate. Here I focus on the so called "smooth spangle
gall" caused by the agamic generation of Neuroterus
albipes (Fig. 1). During the 1980s-1990s, I was
fortunate enough to travel quite extensively in

Form
albipes (Schenk)

lusitanica

reflexus
borealis

Observations of smooth spangle galls in Millennium
Wood at Brocks Hill Country Park, Oadby suggests
that full speciation may already been achieved. In ten
years of regular surveys at Brocks Hill, I have observed
three of the different forms of smooth spangle galls
(albipes, borealis and reflexus) on the site. The
numbers of these galls has been highly variable but in
2012 and again in 2015 all three forms were found on
the same tree. I believe that this is the first time that
this has been observed. This suggests that we can rule

Description

Authority

Rim upturned, raised centre (like a boss or umbo,
hairless/smooth. If any hairs they are on the outer surface.
Rim upturned with a central umbo usually with white rings
(annuli), few star-shaped (stellate) silvery hairs on the outer
surface. Usually three rings, the inner and outer rings appear
yellow, the middle ring redNB other variants of this form are
found on non-British Oaks.
Similar to the albipes form but the rim is folded down onto the
outer surface to give a star-like shape with the raised centre
protruding above.
No rim, bi-convex, usually white, sometimes with a red margin,
some pale, branched hairs on outer surface.

Table 1: Known forms of the agamic galls of Neuroterus albipes.
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out that the differences in forms are
mediated
by
host
or
by
environmental factors. The three
forms, therefore, reflect differences
in the causative wasps and are
inherited characteristics of the
wasps. Whether or not these wasps
represent sexually independent
groups is unknown but, if this is the
case, then the three forms should
properly be regarded as distinct (a) form borealis
species. Without access to DNA
sequencing, the key is to see if the
emergents will cross-mate…not an
easy thing to achieve as it requires
collecting the wasps from the
various smooth spangle galls
(remember they are the agamic
generation), allow them to induce
the spring (gamic) galls, rear out the
sexual images and then introduce (c) form lusitanica
them to potential partners from the
other forms to see if they mate. Not holding my
breath that I can achieve this but it is worth the
effort to determine if these various forms are,
indeed, sibling species.

(b) form albipes

(d) form reflexus
Fig. 1: Four of the forms of the galls of the
agamic generation of Neuroterus albipes.
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A selection of significant Coleoptera
records for VC55

The species mentioned below are records, made by the
author during 2017, unless otherwise stated.

The author making friends in cow-field on the Loddington
Estate, which produced a good haul of dung beetles, including
Onthophagus coenobita (see below). Photo: Steve Woodward

Atholus bimaculatus

Berosus affinis

There are six previous records for this species, the first three are
pre 1907, unfortunately the accompanying data is very vague. The
three remaining records are from Derek Lott; they are Hallaton
1989, Hallaton Castle 1989 and Croxton Kerrial 1994. Recently,
at least 25 individuals were found in a heap of horse manure at
Loddington 23 August, bringing the number of VC55 records now
to seven.

There had been just a one previous record from Essendine Parish
Pond 2001 Derek Lott, until the recent encounter of a lone
individual netted from a small partially dried out pond at Magna
Park 12 August. This constitutes the second record of this species
for VC55.

Hadroplontus trimaculatus

Onthophagus coenobita

Until recently the sole record of this species was from J Owen’s
garden in Leicester 1982. On 3 June 5 individuals were beaten
from Musk and Spear Thistles at Terrace Hills in Melton district.
This is also a species begging for more searching wherever the
host plants are found.

There are five previous records for this impressive species and
three of these are pre 1895, interestingly the last time this species
was seen was 1943 by Don Tozer, again vague location details are
given, SK70 East Norton. The latest records come from
Loddington on the road that leads to East Norton 23 August 2017
GL Finch. So the location for these latest records, are very close
to Don’s, only 70 years later.

Graham Finch
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A Garden Pond Rejuvenated

In 1989, I was able to buy a remnant of butyl liner, left
over from the new pond at Overdale School, Knighton,
Leicester. I told my son Neil that he could use it to
construct a wildlife pond in our own Knighton garden,
as big as the liner size would allow - and provided that
he dug the hole in the heavy clay soil!
His efforts resulted in a pond some 6 x 4 m in area,
stepped to 1 m deep in the middle (a lot of clay!). Old
carpets were used as underlay to cushion the liner.
Although not ideal, the pond was filled with tap water
- and the first water beetle dived into the pond while
it was being filled. The pond was later allowed to top
up with rainwater that was collected off the house roof
and diverted along some redundant cast iron guttering.
A "pebble beach" was added at the shallow end - to
allow easy access for any wildlife to climb in and out.
A wide range of aquatic plants were acquired from
various sources, - oxygenators, marginals, rushes,
reeds, pondweeds, and so on. The pond was allowed
to develop naturally and progress was watched with
interest.

Male Broad-bodied Chaser dragonfly, Libellula depressa.
Photo: Steve Woodward.

arrived as part of the food chain - water fleas, midge
larvae, mayflies, damselflies and dragonfly nymphs,
water shrimps, leeches, water beetles, water louse,
water boatmen and back swimmers, pond snails and
pond skaters. A Grey Heron visited only briefly,
because it was a "no fish" pond. Occasionally, a pair
of Mallard would
attempt to use the
pond as a nest site but
were always shooed
off, because their
activities churned up
the water and caused
damage.
Any
ducklings
would
rapidly become fast
food for the regular Back-swimmer Notonecta.
Photo: Steve Woodward.
nightly visits of the
local fox.

Not knowing quite what to expect, thus expecting
nothing other than frogs, the first spectacular surprise
came in summer 1991, when the new pond had barely
stabilised. 54 Broad-bodied Chaser dragonflies,
Libellula depressa, emerged in ten days! We counted
the skins (exuviae) attached to the emergent vegetation.
It was a never to be repeated event in later years,
because we found out that they prefer to breed in "new"
pond conditions and then move on. Lots of Smooth
Newts and Common Frogs took up residence, having
migrated from the surrounding gardens and strings of
toadspawn were later introduced from another local
pond. All were breeding annually in the pond, along
with a wide range of other predators and prey that had

The pond was an excellent habitat and flourished for
many years, although it later needed some attention
each autumn to keep the vegetation at bay, that was
gradually taking over - an example of succession in
action! The area of open water surface was shrinking,
indicating just how rampant some pond plants can be
if left unchecked (especially pondweed, Yellow Flag,
water lily, rushes and reeds, Greater and Lesser
Spearwort). In later years, the annual effort became a
proper "conservation task" and in autumn 2015, after
one such task, the water level gradually started to get
lower until there was little water left, just an overgrown
boggy area. The liner had either perished with age or
had been holed by people in welly boots! Throughout
2016, the thought of all the effort that would be
necessary to fix the pond became impossible to
contemplate, so nothing was done. Time went by and
I missed seeing the frogs and dragonflies. Finally, a

The 1989 pond, photographed in 2015.

10

September 2017

LES Newsletter 57

decision was made to spend some money and pay
someone else to do the hard work.

surrounding clumps of Ivy. Once again, a pair of
hopeful Mallards were shooed off in the direction of
Knighton Hall pond.

Maggie's pond - a new beginning
By mid-May the tadpoles were growing noticeably
larger and the numbers of Smooth Newts had
increased. Lots of pond skaters Gerris lacustris made
ripples as they walked across the surface of the water,
checking out anything that landed on the pond by
mistake. The first Large Red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma
nymphula of 2017 was seen basking on the stones in
the sunshine, and a week later, pairs of them were seen
in tandem. Also, the first pond beetle (of unknown
species) arrived and was seen swimming about. Pond
activity was hotting up!

Towards the end of February 2017, I contacted a local
landscaping company, Michael Wheat, to help - and
work started. The team of two girls were brilliant and

By early June, three blue damselflies Coenagrion
puella had also arrived. During the first week in June,
a pair of Broad-bodied Chasers Libellula depressa
were in tandem and laying eggs on the Mimulus and
Water forget-me-nots (hope for the future!). On 10
June a male Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens,
with blue-spotted wings, was basking in the sunshine
on the pond vegetation. Six days later another was seen
basking and patrolling over the pond along with the
first female Southern Hawker, Aeshna cyanea. On 21
June the Aeshna cyanea was egg laying in the pond.
So four species of dragons and damsels were laying
eggs - interesting because I was not really expecting
any action until 2018. The tadpoles (now thought to
be "toadpoles") were growing legs and their tails were
shortening until most of them had disappeared.

The pond shortly after its 2017 refurbishment.

dug out and skipped enormous quantities of boggy
infill and solid clumps of roots, until the shape of Neil's
original pond was revealed, looking very large without
all the plants! In early March, they removed the old
butyl liner and the carpet underlay, and battled the
"Storm Doris" gale force winds and heavy rain, to put
in the new layers of proper underlay and good quality
butyl liner (hopefully to last another 20+ years!).
These were held down with large boulders - and finally
they started to once again fill the pond with tap water
to hold it all in place. The guttering bringing top-up
rainwater from the house roof to the pond was still
working. By the next day, two Smooth Newts had
already moved in. Even though the weather was a bit
chilly, it was great to once again sit out on the bench
with a cuppa and keep watch! Many tall perennial pond
plants were still growing in the wider herbaceous
border but other new pond edge marginals were
planted around the stones: Water Mint, Marsh
Woundwort, Marsh Marigold, Primulas, Ragged
Robin, Iris sibirica, Mimulus, Water forget-me-not,
among others.
At the end of April, although no frogs or clumps of
frogspawn had been seen (or were expected), fifteen
tiny tadpoles were swimming in the shallows; and
later, my neighbour commented that the pond was
"teeming" with tadpoles in the shallows, clinging
underwater to the large, pale-coloured boulders perhaps they were a heat source, or for browsing the
algae? The pond was an instant "territorial boundary"
for the local birds - pairs of Robins, Wrens, Blackbirds,
and Blue Tits disputed places to nest in the bushes and

Male Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens.
Photo: Steve Woodward.

An immature newt was seen on the submerged
vegetation and a Lesser Water Boatman, Corixa
punctata was swimming the right way up.......
July was all action in the garden, with the other
invertebrate regulars making an appearance; including
11
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mating flights of ants Lasius niger and Lasius flavus
ants; bumblebees - Bombus lapidarius workers
foraging on the knapweed; Bombus vestalis male
cuckoo bumbles foraging Globe Thistle flowers around
10 pm on a warm evening; and Bombus pascuorum
on the Veronica. Around the 24th several sightings of
large hoverflies were seen - Volucella pellucens,
Volucella inanis, Volucella zonaria and Myathropa
florea. Butterfly numbers were not high, but for a
couple of weeks when the weather was warm, sightings
were made of Green-veined White, Speckled Wood,
Large White, Red Admiral, Gatekeeper, Comma and
Holly Blue.

Sympetrum striolatum were also frequently in tandem
and egg laying and throughout the rest of August on
sunny days, both species were seen patrolling the pond
and garden regularly. The males of each species were
quite territorial towards each other and between
species; fast flying and whizzing about in hot pursuit.
Today is September 2nd and the activity continues until the weather cools down? In previous years there
have been visits from Ischnura elegans, Aeshna mixta
and Aeshna grandis but not here yet so far......
However, I can't wait to see if the Libellula depressa
has another spectacular launch in 2018!
Conclusion

By the end of July, the dark brown "thumbnail"
toadlets had disappeared from the pond, because there
they were, crawling all over the garden (no lawn
mowing!).

There should be space for a pond in every garden (if
safe to do so) - offering a brilliant ever-changing
habitat that attracts a wealth of invertebrates and other
wildlife and becomes a territorial boundary for so
many!

At the end of July and early August, yet another
dragonfly species arrived - the first Darter, Sympetrum
striolatum male. The Aeshna cyanea female was still
"dobbing" in the pond laying more eggs. The

Maggie Frankum
Thursday 16 November 2017 - ‘The ins and
outs of Garden Bioblitzes’

Indoor Meetings Programme
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Thursday 14 December 2017
Annual General Meeting
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Janet Sykes shares her experiences of running these
events for the Market Bosworth Natural History
Society.
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Our AGM for the first part of the evening, followed
by our social 'get together,' catch up with all the latest
news on the entomological front whilst taking your fill
of mince pies, Christmas cake and chocolate biscuits.
'Pop goes yet another button or two.'
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To Hinckley Rd

Thursday 18 January 2018 - Do you know
what this insect is?

Our venue is Kirby Muxloe Free Church, Main Street,
Kirby Muxloe LE9 2AN SK517042. The session starts
at 7:30, but most members arrive half an hour earlier
for a natter and a cuppa. Visitors are welcome.

A selection of images taken at home and abroad by
John Tinning whose photography never fails to
impress. This evening should really keep us all
intrigued.

Thursday 19 October 2017- Members' Evening
Thursday 15 February 2018 - Making records
count with Simon Horsnall

This is your evening, a chance to share the highlights
or disappointments of the entomological year. Bring
along any digital images or 35 mm slides plus anything
you want to exhibit. New books or gadgets and your
comments on their practicality are also welcome.
Please ensure any digital media are virus-checked and
if you are bringing slides then bring your own
projector.

Thursday 15 March 2018 - An evening session
with Claire Install
Brush up on your dragonfly and damselfly
identification skills. To be confirmed.

Anona Finch
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