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Merveille du Jour Griposia aprilina, whose caterpillar feeds on oak.
One of three that were seen in the photographer’s Quorn garden at the
end of September. Photo: Gianpiero Ferrari FRPS.
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2017 continued to have a steady input of
records from light traps (1,200+) including new
catches from the Allerton Project Rothamsted
trap at Loddington. Several new urban sites
have been added where caddis at garden traps
are being sent for identification (e.g. Cropston,
Whitwick, Coalville) although the input tends
to be from western parts of VC55. The
commoner species continue to be recorded
widely with only the occasional new species.
Sue Timms' Bagworth garden trap added a

LES Newsletter 58

January 2018

female Tinodes rostocki to the VC55 list (17 July 2017)
whilst a male Limnephilus elegans was found in the
Rutland Water Rothamsted trap sample of 15-22
October 2017.
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National Recorder, Ian Wallace, forwarded summary
data for 2010-2014 of larval records generated by the
Environment Agency as part of their routine surface
water quality monitoring programme. Amongst these
there seem to be some potential new species although
fuller information is awaited before confirmation of
their VC55 status.
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A fuller update on the status of the Trichoptera in
VC55 is to be submitted for publication in the next
issue of the Leicestershire & Rutland Recorder.
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The Wood-soldierfly in VC55
The dipteran Solva marginata is the commoner of the
two UK species of the Xylomyidae being a
sawfly/wasp mimic. It is reputed to prefer rotting
timber for its larvae (especially poplar) where it may
spend up to two years. The NBN Atlas (accessed
24/12/2017) indicates less than 200 national records
possibly due to under-recording and misidentification,
at first glance, as being a sawfly or wasp. However, it
is clearly a dipteran and can be readily keyed out in
Stubbs & Drake (2014). In VC55 (see map) the
occurrence of this fly is, at best, sporadic and
widespread. One was taken during the malaise
trapping at Wood Brook in 1983 while malaise
trapping at Scraptoft Lane, Leicester by Jenny Owen
recorded the species in July of each year 1983-1986.
Solva marginata
In 1992 Neil Frankum
came across one at Priors
Coppice
and
Derek Lott noted
one in his Barrow
upon Soar garden
in 2007. The only
other record came
as a result of
malaise trapping
at Heron Bay,
Rutland Water
during
the
summer of 2015.
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The editor will be happy to receive articles, short notes
and photos (in focus please!) about insects or other
invertebrates in Leicestershire and Rutland, also news
of members’ activities further afield. Photos to be sent
separately please at high resolution. Unless otherwise
credited, photos are by the author of the article.

Reference:
Stubbs, A. E. & Drake, M. (2014). British Soldierflies
and their allies. BENHS

Ray Morris

Next Copy Deadline: 5 Sept 2018
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More significant Coleoptera
records for VC55

Further to the selection that appeared in the previous
Newsletter, here are more recent records made by the
author.

Eutrichapion viciae
It is curious there are only six previous records for this weevil, which feeds
on various vetches, principally Tufted Vetch and is stated to be widespread
in England and Wales. The last time it was recorded was 2014 by Steve Lane
at Ellistown, so the record from Magna Park on 12 August 2017 is quite
interesting. It asks the question: is this species as widespread as literature
implies, or is it genuinely scarce in VC55?

Cilea silphoides

Phloiotyra vaudoueri

Three previous records exist for this species, with the first two
1894-1896 J.H. Woolley, location stated as Leicestershire; the next
-1907 F. Bouskell, Leicestershire, again the historical records are
very vague. It was not until August 2016 when it was subsequently
seen, when two individuals were sieved from horse dung from
Saddington by G.L. Finch. The latest records are from Loddington.
where four individuals were sieved from a large heap of horse dung
on 23 August. This must surely be a species that extensive
searching of its preferred habitat (horse dung seems to be favoured)
will turn up many more localities for this small but very distinctive
Staph.

The database states there are seven previous records for this species
(Melandryidae), but again some of the data are quite vague and
there could be some duplication involved. Nevertheless the last
time this was seen in VC55 was 1983 in Bradgate Park by A.B.
Drane, until two individuals were beaten from an aerial dead
branch in Stocking Wood on 26 June 2017.

Graham Finch
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Book Review - The secret life of flies

point is that the sheer numerical abundance, if nothing
else, is justification for paying more attention to flies
than they have received.

I recall that many LES members missed the Lit & Phil
talk Flying in the Face of Adversity on 9 March 2015.
They were deprived of an excellent and entertaining
presentation by Erica McAlister on the Diptera
(transcript at http://www.leicesterlitandphil.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2017/09/compressed_Vol-1092015.pdf). Erica is Manager of Diptera Department,
Natural History Museum and a
familiar face at Dipterists Forum
meetings.

We all learn from an early age that flies are disgusting
creatures that crawl over dung then vomit on our food,
to be swatted as soon as possible. Erica presents a more
balanced view of flies, drawing attention to their role
in the environment, particularly as recyclers of waste.
They pollinate plants, consume or parasitize pests, and
feed larger animals such as fish, bats and birds.
We learn about some surprising
adaptations, including larvae that
live in petrol, others that can
survive a dunking in liquid
helium and cave-dwelling gnat
larvae that glow to attract prey living light traps! The author
gives us many examples of
bizarre sexual behaviour. Having
let the male start copulation, the
female of Serromyia femorata
(Ceratopogonidae) injects him
with digestive enzymes before
sucking out his insides.

Happily, the topics covered and
many more are now included in
a book. It is not a text book on
Diptera, but a collection of
observations
and
stories,
presented in a colloquial style,
that illustrate the astonishing
range of fly life-styles and
adaptations. The book is
organised by feeding habits, the
chapters being: 1. The immature
ones, 2. The pollinators, 3. The
detritivores, 4. The coprophages,
5. The necrophages, 6. The
vegetarians, 7. The fungivores, 8.
The predators, 9. The parasites,
10. The sanguivores. Not suitable
for the squeamish, then!

Dipterology does seem to attract
some eccentrics and a few stories
about them are included in the
book.
Charles
Townsend
proposed that a bot fly could
travel at supersonic speeds, a
claim that other dipterists then
saw fit to disprove. We have all
heard about the Piltdown Man hoax in anthropology,
but the Piltdown Fly? Yes, a fly preserved in 44 million
year old Baltic amber, which was indistinguishable
from a modern species, had evolutionists scratching
their heads... until a researcher realised that a
mischievous dipterist had inserted the modern fly!

The author’s fascination with
flies is clear from the first page, where she declares
them to be “the most complex, crucial and highly
adaptive creatures on the planet” ... and then proceeds
to justify those claims in the remainder of the book.
The fascination is more than skin deep: “I’ve
encountered many a dipterist who has regaled me with
stories of ... very personal interactions with a parasitic
maggot. One had a bot fly guest for about a week
before his wife finally made him get rid of it as she
could hear it munching away during the quiet hours
whilst in bed. I often lament not having one though
this thought inspires looks of disgust rather than
sympathy from friends”.

I found this book difficult to put down, as there are so
many wonderful fly stories packed into its pages, told
in relaxed style with a good deal of humour. It is a
beautifully-produced
hardback
with
superb
photographs.
Reference

She delights in telling us that for every human
individual there are 17 million individual flies alive!
One in ten species so far described is a fly - but the
true proportion may be much higher, according to
some research mentioned in the concluding pages. The

McAlister. E. 2017. The secret life of flies. Natural
History Museum. ISBN: 9780565093365, 248 pp, £12
from Summerfield Books.

Steve Woodward
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New soldierfly for VC55

References:
Aquilina, R. (2006). Stratiomyidae from agricultural
ditches in Leicestershire. Larger Brachycera
Recording Scheme Newsletter, 26: 4-6.

Having established contact with the Allerton Project
(Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust) at Loddington
during 2017, it is intended to do some work on the
estate in future years in collaboration with their staff.
One of the outcomes has been access to their
Rothamsted trap catches for extraction of adult
caddisflies which, as the database for the site grows,
will hopefully allow comparison of catches in an
agricultural situation with those from the Rutland
Water Rothamsted trap with a totally difference
habitat.

Stubbs, A. E. & Drake, M. (2014). British Soldierflies
and their allies. BENHS.

Ray Morris
Leicestershire Hymenoptera new to
science - in 1867

While talking with the Project’s ecologist John Szczur
at Loddington, he has revealed a collection of insect
records that have been accumulated at the Project over
some time which, once worked on, will be made
available to us. This has included a series of pinned
specimens which John is currently sorting out so that
they can be inspected. An initial collection of 14
soldierflies has thrown up two interesting records.

I know very little about the parasitic hymenoptera but
was intrigued when Ray Morris gave me a copy of the
Entomologists’ Monthly Magazine Vol. 3. (1867) page
223 - 226 in which the Rev. T. A. Marshall describes
three new species of hymenopteran with Leicestershire
references.
The first one, from the family Proctotrupidae, subfamily Belytinae is Paramesius belytoides. The
classification of this group has changed considerably
since 1867 and the Paramesius genus is now in the
sub-family Diapriinae. Marshall describes P.
belytoides as being longer and more acuminate than
Diapria nervosa of which he has found several among
dead leaves in woods near Leicester. The species was
taken in the London district and is of large size, having
dark wings too short and narrow for flight. I have failed
to find any more recent references to this species and
wonder if the species was accepted as a new one or if
it proved to be an aberrant specimen of a species
already described. The descriptions in the paper are in
Latin, as was the norm. in those days.

An example of a female Stratiomys singularior,
unusual in having small, very pale, abdominal stripes
as opposed to the yellow of three others in the genus,
was taken on 25 July 2012 near Loddington (SK7902)
in Spring Field which has woodland adjacent as well
as a pond. According to Stubbs & Drake (2014) this
fly tends to be found mainly on brackish coastal
marshes associated with ditches where Sea Club-rush
grows. They regard any inland records as coming from
areas where there may be some brackish influence
although, at this time, the situation at the Loddington
site is unknown although it is likely that the commoner
club-rushes occur in the area. The Loddington
specimen is a VC55 first.

Galesus caecutiens is the second species in the subfamily Diapriinae and there are no references to
Leicestershire in the account. Psilus caecutiens appears
to be the current name and there are recent records for
Nottinghamshire and Yorkshire.

Also in the collection examined is an example of
another soldierfly Oxycera paradalina - a single
female was found on the disused railway line to the
south-west of Loddington village (SK786017). This
is only the second VC55 record the previous one
coming from Alan Stubbs when he found it at
Skeffington Wood on 25 July 1989. The old railway
line looks (from Google Earth) like a site worth visiting.

The third species Aneurhynchus nodicornis also from
Diapriinae and was said to be found among dead leaves
in damp places and was found by Marshall to be
common in Swithland Wood(s) in July and August in
the 1860s. On the National Biodiversity Network there
are records for this species in the area between
Wetherby and Worksop as recently as 2005 which, I
suspect, shows the distribution of people working on
this group.

It seems that the Loddington area may merit some
intensive working as the only VC55 records of another
soldierfly, Oxycera terminata, came from emergence
traps over three ditches on the Allerton Project site in
July 2005 (Aquilina, 2006).

Helen Ikin
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in the 1890s. But having recently completed an
extensive search of 19th century entomological
literature, my confidence in the veracity of Bouskell's
account has been somewhat undermined by a number
of errors and omissions therein.
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The list prepared by Douglas for Rutland lacks detail,
comprising little more than a list of species recorded
from the county. Research in the archives of
Uppingham School (where Douglas was a master)
uncovered annual reports of the school's natural
science society, which provided many of the details
missing from Douglas's account, as well revealing
Rutland's leading Lepidopterist of the time, Sarah
Thring. I also came across a reference to Rev. William
Turner, whose Lepidoptera collection, formed during
his time at Uppingham (1822-1849), was donated to
Charterhouse School. Turner's many contributions to
The Zoologist reveal him to be keen naturalist and
entomologist with an enquiring mind. This month, I
contacted Charterhouse School in the off chance that
his collection may have survived; not only has it
survived, but it comprises some 3,659 specimens,
including species otherwise unknown from VC55! The
Rev. William Turner (1796-1876) must therefore
qualify as the county's earliest known Lepidopterist. I
intend to visit Charterhouse and view Turner's
collection this spring and I will then be better placed
to provide an account of this remarkable man and his
tantalising collection - watch this space!

This is the book that has never been published! As
Tony Fletcher (2010) rightly stated: "It seems
remarkable that despite considerable activity, there is
still no detailed study of the Lepidoptera generally
available for the county".
In 1994 I assumed the role of co-ordinator of the
Leicestershire Lepidoptera Recording Scheme to help
plug the gap left by the death of Don Hall-Smith, who
had done so much to inspire local recorders. At the
same time, I started computerising the backlog of
unprocessed records, as well as all of the records
already "in the system". Since then, more and more
people have become involved in recording, particularly
garden moth trapping. As of January 2017, there are
782,000 Lepidoptera records in the VC55 database.
More than enough to write a book, surely?!

The value of publicly held reference collections cannot
be over-stated. We are fortunate in having a VC55
Lepidoptera collection, held by Leics Museums
Service at Barrow upon Soar. Les Purnell completed
the mammoth task of cataloguing this collection
shortly before he died last year; for this I am
immensely grateful. The collection contains
approximately 13,000 specimens. However, knowing

One problem has been the unprecedented changes seen
in the butterfly and moth fauna of the county over the
last 30 or so years: many formerly common species
have declined dramatically, and many rare species
have become common throughout the county. Climate
change is clearly a major factor, with many new
arrivals from southern England having now established
themselves here, at the expense of a number of
northern species that have either declined or
disappeared completely. The dynamic nature of these
changes meant that there never seemed to be a right
time to publish an account of the current status of
species. But, with no signs of a period of stability
arriving, now is probably as good a time as any to
commit to print what we do know.
I had originally envisaged that the book would present
these modern records against an historical context
provided by Bouskell (1907) and Douglas (1908) in
the Victoria County History of Leicester and Rutland
respectively. Bouskell's account was largely based on
the work undertaken by himself and Headly and others
6
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that Bouskell et al. were donating specimens for a local
collection from the 1890s, it is surprising that there are
less than 60 pre-1900 specimens within the collection.
The mainstay of the collection are specimens collected
mainly in the late 1930s and 1940s by Herbert Buckler
and Arthur Lisney. These specimens and their diaries,
together with Buckler's detailed records of his own
work and that of others active at the time provide a
phenomenal number of records for the 1930s to 1950s,
most of which have not yet been incorporated into the
county database - a major task still outstanding.

will be sought from a variety of sources, in order to
keep the cover price as low as possible.
Now to the main objective of this article: I have
decided that the cut-off period for records for the book
will be 2019, with the aim of publishing in late 2020.
This should provide enough time to complete the
necessary historical research and processing of existing
records. With the new national macromoth atlas being
published later this year, that will provide a useful
national context to compare with.

In view of this wealth of historical information, most
of which has never been published in any way, I have
come to the conclusion that a full historical account of
the Lepidoptera of VC55 is needed; unlike nearly all
other recently published county moth faunas, we have
no previous publication to build upon. I am also keen
that our publication includes micromoths as well as
macromoths, and it would then seem illogical to
exclude the butterflies, even though a stand-alone
butterfly publication would appeal to a wider market.
Hence, there is no escaping the fact that "The
Butterflies and Moths of Leicestershire & Rutland"
will be a mighty tome!

One of 28 Red Admirals Vanessa atalanta on Ivy in the
photographer’s Quorn garden on 25 October. Photo: Gianpiero
Ferrari FRPS.

I've spent a lot of time reading other county moth
faunas and have to confess that many are as dull as
ditch water. Making ours an interesting read will be a
major challenge - one that I hope we can rise to. I am
also keen that we focus on the people, places, methods
and events as well as the species themselves, which I
feel all helps to provide context as well as interest. And
this is an area where I am keen for help from fellow
entomologists: What are the interesting snippets that
you recount during those cold and lonely nights
gathered around an MV light? Feel free to forward
them to me as and when they come to mind.

For local entomologists, that leaves just two more
years of fieldwork. As well as encouraging as much
butterfly and moth recording as possible during this
period, and we really ought to use this time as best we
can to answer as many unanswered questions as
possible. That can include recording in under-recorded
areas of VC55 to find out which species are present
there. The map shows the number of species of moth
recorded from each tetrad (as of 2016). White and blue
dots probably mean that there has been no moth
trapping there - plenty have no moth records at all.

I am also keen that we include as many illustrations
and photographs as possible. In particular, it would be
good to illustrate as many species as possible with at
least one high quality photograph of a VC55 adult
specimen, together with interesting photographs of
other forms, stages, etc. as space permits. Here I am
looking for assistance from the butterfly and moth
photographers amongst us. I will attempt to put
together a list of species for which such a photograph
is needed, but as a general rule it will probably be those
common and dull-looking species and the tiniest of
micromoths and not necessarily the rarer species that
we are usually most keen to photograph. Hence, I am
looking for us to produce a full colour publication - a
mighty & expensive tome?! Hopefully, the cost of
colour printing has reduced sufficiently to allow this
without making the book unaffordable and sponsorship

But this two-year period will also be important for
fieldwork targeting species that are hard to
find/record/identify, searching for species that haven't
been recorded for a long time, as well as those that
have yet to be discovered in VC55. Hence, there is
plenty of scope for local entomologists to make an
important contribution over the next two years and I
will be circulating suggestions in the coming months.
Reference:
Fletcher, A. (2010). In: Boylan, P. (2010) Exchanging
Ideas Dispassionately and without Animosity: The
Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society 18352010. Leicester Literary and Philosophical Society.

Adrian Russell
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Snippets from a Wildlife Gardener

A Different Use for a Garden Asset

Where did all the Solomon's Seal sawflies go?

I have a black polystyrene Hot Bin Composter the kind where you can add food scraps and the
heat generated turns them into compost without
attracting rats, that can sometimes happen in a
normal open compost heap if scraps are added.

I have a big patch of Solomon's Seal growing
under the apple trees, that follow the same
sequence each year. The snake-like shoots push
up through the bare ground at a mile a minute, then
the drooping white bell flowers attract the female
Hairy-footed Flower Bees Anthophora plumipes
during their life cycle. Then the Solomon's Seal
sawfly larvae Phymatocera aterrima appear, grow
and munch the leaves until there are just leaf
skeletons remaining. As a gardener, great - all the
hard work is usually done - no dead heading - and
ground clear ready for next year. In 2017,
however, the sawfly larvae were virtually missing
and the leaves and stems remain for the gardener
to clear away onto the compost heap. Something
went wrong with the sequence!

Last Monday morning (20 November 2017), I
opened the bin lid to toss in some veggie scraps
and found that the top of the bin was absolutely
crawling with Eristalis tenax hoverflies (Common
Drone Flies) - I counted at least fifteen! Most of
them crawled out the top and flew off to feed on
the nearby ivy flowers, having spent a cosy night
sheltering from the cold. This is unusual - I have
never seen such activity before, or in such
numbers. As they are unlikely to have developed
in there (the larvae are rat-tailed maggots in dirty
water), I assume that they got in via the air vent
hole. A few were certainly there the next day,
whether I had missed counting them or perhaps
they had returned to take advantage of a good
B&B? We have just experienced the first frosts
of autumn, so I wonder if they will hibernate there
all winter if I don't disturb them too much - or will
it be too warm - perhaps the shed is a better option?

Maggie Frankum
Indoor Meetings Programme
Thursday 15 February 2018 - Making records
count with Simon Horsnall
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Thursday 15 March 2018 - An evening session
with Claire Install

Kirby Muxloe
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Brush up on your dragonfly and damselfly
identification skills. To be confirmed.
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To Hinckley Rd

Our venue is Kirby Muxloe Free Church, Main Street,
Kirby Muxloe LE9 2AN SK517042. The session starts
at 7:30, but most members arrive half an hour earlier
for a natter and a cuppa. Visitors are welcome.

Anona Finch
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