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Although they have six legs (Hexapoda), springtails
(Collembola) are no longer considered insects,
primarily because, along with the Diplura and
Protura, they have internal rather than external
mouthparts. These three orders are commonly
grouped together in a class called Entognatha
("internal jaws"), although they are no more closely
related to one another than they are to insects with
external mouthparts. They are extremely common
in soil and leaf litter and may reach densities of
100,000 per square metre in fertile soils and
grassland. They are primarily detritivores and
fungivores, and one of the main biological agents
responsible for the controlling the numbers of other
soil organisms as well as soil fertility. However,
cont’d on p. 3...
Above: Pogonognathellus longicornis, one of the largest
common springtails (6 mm). Photo: A. Cann.
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Entomologists know that warm weather generally
brings out the insects, but this year’s hot and dry
summer produced mixed results. I personally saw very
few insects, even compared to recent poor years. Too
hot for them to be active? - probably. Too hot for us
to be active? - certainly. Or a shortage of fresh plants
for insects to feed on? - no doubt a combination of
these and other factors. At the BWARS AGM at
Oxford in September, other hymenopterists from
around the country were generally reporting
suppressed numbers, although a few mentioned a late
surge of some species around particular plants. Adrian
Russell tells me that moth trap catches in July were
exceptionally high - yet Noctua pronuba the Large
Yellow Underwing, formerly one of our commonest
species, was scarce in August. I am conscious that I
keep saying this ... but let’s hope we “get back to
normal” next year.
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Grubbing around in the soil can be a rewarding activity
for entomologists - Helen Ikin and myself spent a few
days doing this on the Soil Mesofauna course at
Preston Montford this year (https://www.field-studiescouncil.org/). We concentrated on springtails and
mites, both of which can be very abundant and
crucially important for nutrient cycling. I am pleased
to say that at last, we made some headway with mite
identification, thanks to our tutor Felicity Crotty from
the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust at
Loddington. Felicity has agreed to talk to the LES at
the October meeting (see p. 12) on soil ecology - not
to be missed! Leicestershire springtails now have a
local champion: if Alan Cann’s enthusiasm rubs off
on a few LES members (p. 1 & 3) then this neglected
order may be “put on the map”.
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Helen Ikin reports on another Field Studies Council
course, this time on solitary wasps (p. 8).
It you thought you had mastered the identification of
small ermine moths - then you better have a look at
Adrian Russell’s article on p. 6)
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www.naturespot.org.uk/content/leicestershireentomological-society
© 2018 Leicestershire Entomological Society

We have reports of new or scarce finds from the usual
suspects, a gallery of photos from our award-winning
photographer Gianpiero Ferrari FRPS, and a
programme of talks arranged by Anona Finch. My
thanks go to all contributors.

The editor will be happy to receive articles, short notes
and photos (in focus please!) about insects or other
invertebrates in Leicestershire and Rutland, also news
of members’ activities further afield. Photos to be sent
separately please at high resolution. Unless otherwise
credited, photos are by the author of the article.

Steve Woodward

Next Copy Deadline: 5 Jan 2019
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cont’d from p. 1.

some of the larger species are more resistant to
desiccation, and are found primarily in the tree
canopy. Some are pioneer colonizers of green rooftops
in urban locations. They are found on all seven
continents and are some of the most abundant
Arthropods on Antarctica.
Springtails range in size from 0.1 to 6 mm and their
small size and environmental preferences are the
primary reasons that they are frequently overlooked
("cryptozoa"). Considering their abundance,
springtails are one of least-recorded groups of animals.
Leicestershire and Rutland is no different to other
regions in this regard. A few other counties
(Shropshire, Lancashire) have ambitious and welladvanced plans to build county atlases of springtails.
There are presently no such plans that I am aware of
for VC55, but we do have a secret weapon that the
other counties do not have - NatureSpot! In thinking
about building a species atlas, there are a few problems
which occur to me.

Above: Sminthurus viridis one of the group with globular bodies.
Photo: A. Cann.

sure what can be done about these problems, but I am
hoping that this is where LES members will be able to
help me. I would be happy to receive any specimens
of springtails for identification, accompanied by
suitable data (date, location and preferably method of
collection). While I doubt that many others will devote
their lives to springtails, it may be that sizeable
collections already exist or are being generated, e.g.
as bycatch (particularly from pitfall traps for example).
Another issue is my inexperience with certain groups
(Poduromorpha in particular), something I am trying
to work on. Cute and photogenic though globular
springtails may be (see above), I cannot pretend to
have generated a representative atlas without better
taxonomic coverage.

Tools
While there are good free mapping tools available,
they require skills which I do not have and realistically
will not be able to develop. However, the NatureSpot
Explore All Records tool provides a simple way of
generating maps based on the NatureSpot (=iRecord)
dataset. The NBN maps include a much bigger dataset
than NatureSpot, including all the records from the
former Collembola Recording Scheme (approximately
10,000 records covering Great Britain and Ireland for
359 species, collected between 1808-2008). However,
there are acknowledged issues with the accuracy of
this dataset, so for his reason I am inclined to stick
with the contemporary NatureSpot records.

The geographical distribution of springtails on
NatureSpot closely reflects the overall pattern of
recording in VC55, with its western bias. I would like
to invite LES members who may be able to assist in
the collection of a bigger and more comprehensive
dataset to contact me (see below). I would be grateful
for any assistance in improving our knowledge of this
little-studied group.

Coverage
There are two major problems with the coverage of
springtail records - geographical and species groups.
For a single fieldworker, VC55 is a big patch, and
without more boots on the ground it is not going to be
possible to get systematic coverage of the whole vice
county throughout the seasons. Springtails are likely
to remain Cinderella species and I cannot imagine that
I would ever be able to attract the public engagement
that the Hoverfly Recording Scheme or Butterfly
Conservation have done. It is only in recent months
that I have become aware of the significance of
phenology (seasonality) to Collembola, and this just
multiplies the geographic coverage problem. I am not

Further reading
NatureSpot,
https://www.naturespot.org.uk/explore/all-records
NatureSpot, “Mind The Gap”,
https://www.naturespot.org.uk/node/129401
accessed 3 Apr 2018.
Cann, A.J., Springtails of Leicestershire and Rutland,
https://collembolla.blogspot.com

Alan Cann
alan.cann@gmail.com
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re-found after 31 years

Spider-hunting Wasp
at Shenton
Spider-hunting wasps (Pompilidae) are challenging to
catch, as they dash about, close to the ground’s surface
or among logs and twigs. A net cannot be used in these
circumstances, so several attempts with a catching pot
are usually required to secure the insect. More often
than not, they escape!

Photo: Tony Cook.

Stephen Smith recognised typical pompilid behaviour
at his new pond by North Farm, Shenton (SP395992,
13 Aug 2018), and called Helen Ikin across to catch
the wasp. The body was mainly black, with some red
on the abdomen, and the wing-tips were noticeably
silvery. Field identification is not really feasible for
this difficult group, so the specimen was set and put
under my microscope. After studying the various
details demanded by the key (Wiśniowski, 2009),
including the shape of claws, I arrived at a species that
neither Helen nor I had seen before - Priocnemis
fennica, a female. Helen also keyed it out, with the
same conclusion. Thinking this might be a first VC
record, we wanted to get it verified so we took it along
to the Bees, Wasps and Ants Recording Society
(BWARS) meeting at Oxford. We are grateful to Mike
Edwards for confirming the ID.

Silpha laevigata (Silphidae) was recorded in May
2018 from a disused railway embankment between
Medbourne and Slawston near Market Harborough
(SP77809307). The beetle has been recorded only
twice before in VC55, by D. Tozer in 1943 and by D.
Lott in 1987 (Finch, 2018). The latter record was from
Essendine sidings, which indicates that some railway
lines may provide a suitable analogue (see Eversham
et al. 1996) of the natural habitat. Our records,
obtained from pit-fall traps, came from a gravel heap
on the top of the embankment, the gravel presumably
being once part of the track bed, and from one of the
steep sides of the embankment in an area eroded by
rabbit activity. The NBN map for S. laevigata shows
it is more or less confined to eastern and southern
England, with preference for coastal habitats and
inland areas based on Cretaceous bedrock, especially
greensands. Duff (2012) gives the habitat as ‘at grass
roots or wandering in the open, usually on dry stony
soils at the coast’. Like some other silphids, S.
laevigata feeds on snails.

The BWARS maps (http://www.bwars.com/content/bwars-maps-and-species-concepts) show one pre-1960
record in SK51, which must be VC55. As P. fennica
was only recognised as British in 1979, a specimen
must have been checked. A post-1989 record is
mapped for SP68 (partly in VC55). So our record
appears to be a second or possibly third record: further
research on these previous records is needed.
The species account (http://www.bwars.com/wasp/pompilidae/pepsinae/priocnemis-fennica) sheds little
light on its biology. It is common in the south of
England and has no conservation designation.

References

Reference

Eversham, B.C., Roy D.B. & Telfer M.G., 1996.
Urban, industrial and other manmade sites as
analogues of natural habitats for Carabidae. Annales
Zoologici Fennici, 33, No. 1

Wiśniowski, B., 2009. Spider-hunting wasps
(Hymenoptera: Pompilidae) of Poland. Ojców
National Park.

Finch G.L., 2018. An annotated checklist to the beetles
of VC55.
Duff A.G., 2012. Beetles of Britain and Ireland.
Volume 1. A.G. Duff (Publishing)

Tony Cook & Frank Clark

Steve Woodward
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Mosquitoes at Rutland Water

The trap (Fig. 1) - known as a “Mosquito Magnet” - is
most unusual – it is marketed in the US as a means of
controlling mosquitoes in your garden where they are
a pest – probably not needed in the UK! It operates by
the production of carbon dioxide from propane which
then acts as a carrier for a mosquito attractant such as
Octenol. This attractant occurs in human breath, is
produced by some plants (especially fungi) and is
associated with “corking” of wine. Insects attracted to
the trap are sucked into a net where, within 24 hours,
they die through dehydration and can be retrieved for
identification. I have no knowledge of how efficient
the trap is at attracting mosquitoes, while weather
conditions will no doubt also influence catch sizes.

Public Health England (PHE) operates an on-going
surveillance of mosquitoes across the country to
understand the status, abundance and distribution of
species that are potential disease vector species.
Readers will be aware of mosquito-vectored disease
such as Malaria and West Nile Fever but, at this time,
it is considered that there is no risk to public health in
the UK. However, the potential effect of global
warming could allow those species that do vector
diseases to become established here. A review of the
status of these insects in the UK was published by the

Taxon

15 May

30 May- 2 Jun

12-16 Jun

26-30 Jun

10-14 Jul

24-28 Jul

7-11 Aug

21-25 Aug

Trap dates with number caught

Aedes cantans/annulipes
Anopheles claviger
Anopheles maculipennis
Anopheles plumbeus
Coquillettidia richiardii
Culiseta annulata

0
0
0
0
0
1

12
1
0
2
0
1

7
10
0
2
0
9

3
1
0
0
0
1

1
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
1
0
2
1

0
0
0
0
2
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

Figure 1: Mosquito Magnet. Photo: supplied Table 1: Quantity of individuals caught during 2017.
by Medical Entomology & Zoonoses Ecology,
Emergency Responses Dept, Public Health
Six mosquito species were identified (Table 1) none
England, Salisbury.
of which gives cause for concern at this time. These

mosquitoes tend to feed on blood from mammals with
some preferring birds as well. In addition, John Kramer
identified the craneflies Limonia nubeculosa,
Atypophthalmus inustus and a Dicronomyia species
along with the fungus gnat Symmerus annulatus
(confirmed by Peter Chandler). The dolichopodid
Sciapus wiedemanni was identified by RM.

Chartered Institute of Environmental Health (CIEH,
2009) and is well worth reading to understand the
dynamics of these insects in disease spread. They listed
32 British species.
During 2017, PHE ran a mosquito trap at Fishponds
Cottage (SK886085) adjacent to Rutland Water
maintained by Dr Mat Cottam, Manager of the RW
Nature Reserve. Catches were caught using a dedicated
mosquito trap run from mid-May to mid-August
(five-day sessions on a fortnightly basis.
Identifications of mosquitoes, carried out by PHE
entomologists, were fed back to Mat who kindly
passed them to me (PHE has agreed to the use of their
data in this article). Amongst the trap samples on
occasions were other fly species which were identified
by John Kramer or myself and are included here for
completion.

Trapping has already started in 2018 (under the
supervision of Becky Pitman (newly appointed Senior
Project Officer at Rutland Water NR) and results are
awaited.
Reference
CIEH, 2009. Public health issues posed by
mosquitoes.

www.urbanpestsbook.com/download/publichealth-issues-posed-mosquitoes-independentreport/
Ray Morris
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The Small Ermine Moths (

Yponomeuta rorella Willow Ermine (Larval
foodplant: White Willow and occasionally Grey
Willow)

There are eight species in the UK, all of which are
included in Sterling & Parsons (Field Guide to the
Micro-moths of Great Britain and Ireland). They are
small moths (forewing length approx.
10 mm) with white/silvery grey
forewings with rows of small black dots
(see front cover). They all have larvae
(which also have black dots) that feed
gregariously in webs, sometimes
defoliating whole trees or hedges.

The problems separating Orchard and Apple Ermine
moths have long been known; the adult moths are very
similar in appearance, their genitalia
appear to be identical and they could
only be reliably separated on the basis
of their larval foodplant. However, the
new National Micro-moth Recording
guidelines have extended this approach
to all four of these species, presumably
on the basis that previous identification
keys were not 100% reliable (and
especially for photo identifications
where subtleties of colouring and
shading are easily lost or distorted).

Yponomeuta sedella (Larval foodplant:
Orpine & Iceplant cultivars)

On 18 and 25 July of this year, Ron
Follows caught this species in his
Barrowden garden moth trap. Andy
Mackay confirmed the identity via
genitalia dissection. These are the first
Fig. 1: Yponomeuta rorella Willow
records for VC55. This is primarily a Ermine larvae. Photo: Paul Ruddoch.
southern species (and a possible
migrant), so it may turn up in VC55
more frequently in the future.
Yponomeuta
irrorella
foodplant: Spindle)

Therefore, the advice to moth trappers
is that adult moths of these four species
should be recorded as “Yponomeuta
sp.”. Any records of these four species
will be entered into the VC55 database
as “Yponomeuta sp.” records, unless it
is made clear that they were reared
from the relevant larval foodplant.

(Larval

There are, or were, 600 records of these
four species in the VC55 database, but
only 15 of them are larval records.
Although included in the Victoria
Hence, we know very little about the
County History list for Leics., this is a
status and distribution of these four
rare species, largely confined to Sussex
species. Therefore, with 2019 being the
and Kent.
cut-off year for records for The
Butterflies and Moths of Leicestershire
Yponomeuta
plumbella
(Larval
and Rutland, I would urge as many
foodplant: Spindle)
people as possible to keep a look out
There are only eight VC55 records of
for larval webs on any of the above
this species, all from the eastern half of
stated foodplants of these four species.
Fig. 2: Yponomeuta cagnagella Spindle The fairly distinctive (black spotted)
Rutland.
Ermine larvae on Spindle.
larvae of these species should be
Yponomeuta evonymella Bird-cherry Photo: Alan Semper.
identifiable (though particular care
Ermine (Larval foodplant: Bird Cherry)
should be taken with larval webs on Spindle) and this
will provide us with much-needed records of the
In VC55, with 1,262 records, this is by far the
individual species concerned.
commonest of this group of moths and with its extra
rows of dots on the forewings, it is also one of the
For the same reason, we do not have reliable (i.e.
easiest to identify.
reared from a known foodplant) photographs of adult
moths of all four of these species. It is not difficult to
rear out these moths, but if you do not feel up to rearing
and/or photographing the emergent moths please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Yponomeuta padella Orchard Ermine (Larval
foodplant: Hawthorn, Blackthorn & Cherry Plum)
Yponomeuta malinellus Apple Ermine (Larval
foodplant: Apple)

Adrian Russell

Yponomeuta cagnagella Spindle Ermine (Larval
foodplant: Spindle and Euonymus japonicus)
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Caddis in 2018 so far

While it seems that many insects have
not been as apparent or numerous so
far this year (e.g. hoverflies with the
exception of Episyrphus balteatus),
adult caddis catches have been well
up to scratch. Some species, such as
Goera pilosa, Phryganea bipunctata
and Mystacides longicornis, have
been more numerous than in previous
years whilst others, such as
Mystacides azurea, have had a
relatively poor year. More microcaddis are now being submitted for
identification from moth traps (once
they have been sorted from the
debris!) with Agraylea sexmaculata
and Hydroptila tineoides being quite
numerous.
An example of a female Rhyacophila
dorsalis taken in Andy Johnson’s trap
in Dadlington (6 Aug) was only the
eighth adult record (second from his
garden).
My Dadlington trap
provided the first adult record of
Plectrocnemia geniculata (12 July)
with previous records being of larvae
from Thurlaston Brook (1983), Eye
Brook (1989), River Chater (2002,
2010) and North Brook (2010).
This year caddis have been flowing
in from the Charnwood Lodge
Recorders Group such that only the
second VC55 record of Limnephilus elegans was
found at light on 10 July, the first having been from
the Rutland Water Egleton Rothamsted trap in 2017.
Of more significance was the taking at a Charnwood
Lodge light trap the first VC55 record of Limnephilus
luridus also on 10 July. Females of this species (as in
this case) are easily identified and is regarded as being
commonly found throughout Britain but apparently
not in the East Midlands according to the latest NBN
Atlas map. A second was taken at the Loddington
Rothamsted trap on 23 July.

sources have been the Rothamsted light traps at
Rutland Water and the Allerton Project at Loddington.
Perhaps some light trappers in other parts of
Leicestershire & Rutland could add their specimens to
the pot!
The current VC55 list is now around 120 taxa and, as
more micro-caddis are submitted for identification,
this should increase somewhat and I intend preparing
an updated county taxa list for next January’s
Newsletter.

I am grateful to all those who take the time to recover
caddis from light traps although at this time they are
mainly to the west of Leicester. To the east the main

Ray Morris
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Solitary Wasps in Wales

The Field Studies Council course on Identifying Solitary Wasps
was held at Orielton Field Centre (Fig. 2), south of Pembroke, this
year. The tutor was Ian Cheeseborough – aculeate recorder for
Shropshire, aided by the experienced Bex Cartwright.
The weather this summer was not the best for either wasps or bees
but we did manage to find a good number of species (Fig. 1) on
our outings to the coastal dunes at Freshwater West, Stackpole (Fig.
4), a walled garden near Stackpole and around the field centre
which has a variety of habitats in its hundred acres. Late afternoons
(after tea and cake) and evenings were spent in the lab (Fig. 3),
listening to Ian’s excellent presentations, identifying our specimens
and familiarising ourselves with the various species and their
characteristics. There were eight people on the course (including
three LES members). This time there were no complete beginners
and we were able to benefit from the experience of other course
members.

Fig. 1: The impressive Sand Wasp Ammophila
subulosa on my sleeve. In Leics this wasp can be seen
at Asfordby Hill. All photos: Steve Woodward.

To simplify identification, Ian divided all wasps into three colour
categories – black, black and red, black and yellow. Then we looked
at several features which were visible in the field such as petiole
(a stalk at the base of the abdomen) and number of sub-marginal
cells in the forewings. Some could be identified to species in the
field but others needed microscopic examination to be certain, so
specimens were taken back to the lab.
Most of us had taken our own microscopes but some were available
at the centre, as were a number of identification books. The two
that we used the most were the Naturalists’ Handbook on Solitary
Wasps by Yeo and Corbet (1995) and The Sphecidae of
Fennoscandia and Denmark by Lomholdt (1976) which contains
most of the British species (and has superb illustrations). We
learned that this previously-scarce book is now available on a
print-to-order basis. Also useful were Michael Archer’s two books
-Vespoid Wasps (RES, 2014) which includes some solitaries as
well as the social vespids and Potter and Mason Wasps (BWARS
Newsletter, Aut 2001) and two books on the Pompilids or Spider
Wasps – Day’s 1988 key (RES) which is really out of date (but still
useful) and Bogdan Wiśniowski’s Spider-hunting wasps
(Hymenoptera: Pompilidae) of Poland (2009).

Fig. 2: Searching for wasps in the meadow at Orielton

Fig. 3: A session in the well-equipped lab, with Ian
explaining the finer points of Passaloecus and Bex
checking one of the day’s catches.

Our accommodation was in the recently refurbished en-suite rooms
in the stable yard – near the laboratory. As a bonus, there were
Greater Horseshoe bats in one of the outhouses and a large colony
of pipistrelles in the bell-tower of the stable yard. Meals were
served in the “big house” (Fig. 2), once lived in by the naturalistauthor Ronald Lockley, of rabbits and Skokholm fame.
This was a comprehensive and well-balanced course with lots of
useful ID tips. Orielton is in a beautiful part of Pembrokeshire with
various different habitats to visit - and some good tea shops!

Helen Ikin
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Biting Flower Bugs
Hold it right
there!

Manipulating a tiny specimen under the
microscope is a frustrating business, as it
always seems to want to roll over to hide the
feature of interest. Under a dissecting
microscope, we have the option to prod with
a seeker or pull with forceps, but with a
compound microscope the specimen is
under a cover slip. If the feature is hidden,
we have to remove the cover slip, fiddle
with the specimen and try again. During a
mite identification course, this rigmarole
was wasting a lot of time. Someone
suggested putting the mite in a blob of
antiseptic gel (the stuff we use to clean our
hands after grubbing in the dirt). The gel is
quite clear and just the right consistency for
supporting a specimen while its position is
adjusted under the dissecting microscope. It
is possible to drop the cover slip on without
disturbing the specimen too much, ready for
the compound microscope. As a temporary
mount, this works well - with the right kind
of cavity slide it would be even easier.

Steve Woodward

In early August when working on our allotment (SP78629666)
at Hallaton near Market Harborough, I began to get quite badly
bitten by insects, usually on the torso and tops of legs beneath
clothing. Fleas were considered as possible culprits as they bite
beneath clothing but this seemed unlikely given the situation
and the nature of the bites, which although red, raised and itchy
were different. Bites seemed to occur when working close to a
herb patch with mint (Mentha sp.) in flower and a sweep net
sample from this area contained a variety of small insects
including a large number of Orius vicinus (Anthocorinae). These
flower bugs are known to bite and a short paper found on the
internet (Kampen & Werner 2011) examines the biting potential
of a very similar bug O. majusculus (also found in the UK) and
describes the bites as being rather painful and producing long
lasting strong puritus (itching), weals and reddening. The bites
also occurred in small rows or pairs (similar to fleas) due to the
bug changing position when feeding is interrupted. The flower
bugs are apparently after moisture and although they do not suck
blood or inject particular toxins they clearly cause uncomfortable
irritation. The usual prey items of Orius spp. are mites, thrips
and
other
small
arthropods – so they
are
considered
gardener’s
friends!
Perhaps the increased
incidence of bites this
year was due to the
prolonged drought. As
an afterthought I
looked at the records
for O. vicinus on the
National Biodiversity
Network
(NBN)
website
and
was
surprised to see only
two records for VC55,
one from Narborough
(2012) and the other
from near Egleton,
Rutland Water (2008).
Clearly an underrecorded species.
Reference
Kampen, H & Werner D., 2011. Human-biting potential of the
predatory flower bug Orius majusculus (Hemiptera:
Anthocoridae). Parasitol Res., 108:1579

Tony Cook

Jumping spider Talavera aequipes was seen at
Asfordby Hill Iron Works on 12 May by SFW & HI.
Thanks to Paul Palmer for checking the ID.
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Ferrari’s Photo Gallery

In May, just by chance I had a good look at the Mullein plants that had appeared in my Quorn garden. I was
surprised to find 18 Mullein caterpillars feeding, they all survived and pupated somewhere in the garden.
Photo: Gianpiero Ferrari FRPS.

A very early Purple Hairstreak from Ulverscroft NR, 27 May. I hope they will stop cutting oak trees down in
this reserve and leave a bit of space for this lovely little jewel. Photo: Gianpiero Ferrari FRPS.
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A first for Britain from Buddon Wood
Chilopoda:- Helen Ikin, 237 Forest Road,
Woodhouse, Woodhouse Eaves, Leics LE12 8TZ.
01509 890102. helen.canids@btinternet.com

The Stenomicridae are a very small family of flies that
are rarely encountered because they are tiny (1-2 mm)
and difficult to identify. According to the 2018 update
to the Dipterists Forum’s Checklist there are only two
species in the country. Podocera delicata (previously
known as Diadelops delicata or Stenomicra delicata)
and Stenomicra cogani with 13 and 199 records
respectively (NBN Atlas, 18 Sep 2018). In the current
issue of the Dipterists Digest (2018), a third species
has now been added to the list – Podocera soniae with the first British record coming on 19 June 2012
when Andy Godfrey (environmental consultant from
Barnsley and a recognised fly expert) swept a single
example at Buddon Wood (SK567154).

Coleoptera:- Graham Finch, 14 Thorndale, Ibstock,
Leics. LE67 6JT: m.finch4@ntlworld.com
Diplopoda:- Helen Ikin (see Chilopoda).
Diptera (Some families):- Ray Morris (see page 2).
Diptera (Nematocera - Mosquitoes, Blackflies &
Craneflies):- John Kramer, 31 Ash Tree Road,
Oadby, Leicester LE2 5TE. 0116 271 6499.
john.kramer@btinternet.com
Hymenoptera (Symphyta - Sawflies):- Dave
Nicholls, 69-71 Church Lane, Ratby, LE6 0JF.
nicholls.99@btinternet.com

Reference

Hymenoptera (Bumblebees):- Maggie Frankum,
see page 2.

Godfrey, A, 2018. Podocera soniae (Merz & Rohacek)
(Diptera, Stenomicridae) new to Britain. Dipterists
Digest, 25: 65-66.

Hymenoptera (Other aculeates - Bees, Wasps &
Ants):- Helen Ikin (see Chilopoda).

Ray Morris

Hemiptera:- Dave Budworth, see page 2.
Isopoda (Woodlice):- Helen Ikin (see Chilopoda).
Lepidoptera:- Adrian Russell, 15 St Swithin’s Road,
Leicester LE5 2GE. 0116 241 5101.
Adrian@wainscot.demon.co.uk

Looking for help?
The following are willing to act as an initial point of
contact for providing advice and information to
members.

Mecoptera, Neuroptera, Plecoptera :- Steve
Woodward, see page 2.

Arachnids (Mites & Ticks):- Ivan Pedley, 48
Woodlands Drive, Groby, Leicester LE6 0BQ. 0116
287 6886. ivan.pedley@gmail.com

Mollusca: - Dave Nicholls (see Hymenoptera
(Symphyta)).
Odonata:- Ian Merrill i.merrill@btopenworld.com

Arachnids (Opiliones, Harvestmen): - Ray Morris,
see page 2.

Orthoptera:- Helen Ikin, see Chilopoda.

Arachnids (Spiders):- Paul Palmer
palmerpjp@gmail.com.

Phthiraptera, Siphonaptera:- Frank Clark, 4 Main
Street, Houghton on the Hill, Leicester LE7 9GD.
0116 243 2725. ClrFlea@aol.com

Arachnids (Pseudoscorpions):- Ed Darby 01509
569670 lboro.ecols@ntlworld.com

Plant Galls:- Maggie Frankum, see page 2.
Psocoptera:- Helen Ikin, see Chilopoda.

Biological Recording:- Sue Timms, Leics &
Rutland Environmental Records Centre; Room 400,
County Hall, Glenfield LE3 8RA. 0116 3054108
Sue.timms@leics.gov.uk

Thysanoptera: - Ivan Pedley, see Arachnids - Mites.
Trichoptera (adults):- Ray Morris, see page 2.
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Indoor Meetings Programme

you want to exhibit. New books or gadgets and your
comments on their practicality are also welcome.
Please ensure any digital media are virus-checked and
If you are bringing 35 mm transparencies please bring
your own projector.
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Thursday 13 December 2018 - Members Annual
General Meeting. Our AGM for the first part of the
evening, followed by our social ‘get together,’ catch
up with all the latest news on the entomological front
whilst taking your fill of mince pies, Christmas cake
and chocolate biscuits etc. ‘Pop goes yet another button
or two.’

Kirby Muxloe
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Thursday 17 January 2019 – The Camberwell
Beauty in nineteenth century Leicestershire … and
just who was Rev. Armitage’s sister? by Adrian
Russell, VC55 Lepidoptera County Recorder. A
fascinating look into the historical side of Lepidoptera
recording in VC55.

To Hinckley Rd

Our venue is Kirby Muxloe Free Church, Main Street,
Kirby Muxloe LE9 2AN SK517042. The session starts
at 7:30, but most members arrive half an hour earlier
for a natter, with tea, coffee and biscuits. Visitors are
welcome.

Thursday 21 February 2019 – Bees and Wasps.
Steve Woodward. Our Newsletter Editor will give us
an insight into this complex group of insects. Steve has
focused on solitary bees and wasps and with Helen
Ikin they have added several new species for VC55.

Thursday 18 October 2018 - Investigating the soil
food web, how this relates to soil health and
agriculture. Felicity Crotty. A healthy soil is vital to
ensure both high yields and future high yields, but what
is healthy soil? In reality only ‘living’ things can have
health, thereby introducing the concept of soil health.
Are we (unconsciously?) acknowledging that we
regard soil as a living ecosystem and not just an inert
base for agriculture. This talk will focus on the
inter-linkages within the soil food web, the impact of
agriculture on soil biology, the impact soil biology can
have on agriculture and how this relates to concepts of
soil health.

Thursday 21 March 2019 – Flies - the next
adventure playground. Ray Morris, our Chairman,
who has taken a keen interest in the Diptera. No doubt
his enthusiasm will encourage us to take ‘note’ of these
insects.

Anona Finch

Wednesday, 24 October 2018 – Spiders. Lawrence
Bee. This is a joint meeting with Leicester Literary and
Philosophical Society, Natural History Section, and
will be held at NEW WALK MUSEUM,
LEICESTER. Free to LES members. Lawrence Bee
from Oxfordshire is a naturalist with interests in many
areas, in particular invertebrates. He regularly runs
identification training courses for various organisations
and is particularly known for his expertise with the
arachnids. In VC55 we lost our two expert spidermen,
John Crocker and Jon Daws, some years ago and it is
only recently that Paul Palmer has taken up the mantle.
So the visit of Lawrence Bee to our county to talk
about spiders is a chance for us to gain some insight
into these fascinating invertebrates.

Cheers!

This male Oak Bush-cricket Meconema thalassinium was fished
out of my glass of cider at Groby, 5 August. Who can blame him
in such a hot and dry summer! Ed.

Thursday 15 November 2018 – Members’ Evening.
This is your evening, a chance to share the highlights
or disappointments of the entomological year. Bring
along any digital images or 35 mm slides plus anything
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