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Invasion of the Catocalini

Fig. 1. Light Crimson Underwing, Evington. Photo: Andy Mackay.
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Fig. 2. Dark Crimson Underwing. Photo: Adrian Russell.

The Noctuid family of moths contains a subfamily
called Catocalini. There are eight species on the British
list but until this year, the VC55 list included just two
species: the fairly common Red Underwing Catocala
nupta and the elusive Clifden Nonpareil or Blue
Underwing Catocala fraxini. The latter is a rare
migrant, on the VC55 list on the basis of a 1902
specimen in the Leicestershire reference collection and
an unconfirmed record in 2005.
However, on 22 August, Andy Mackay caught a Light
Crimson Underwing Catocala promissa in his
Evington garden light trap (Fig. 1). This was a major
surprise; as a resident, this species is largely confined
to the New Forest, though Waring & Townsend (2017)
makes reference to occasional suspected immigrants
(or strays from resident populations) having turned up
in a few south coast counties.
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Who likes flies?
It is said that artist Salvador Dali used to rub honey
into his outrageous moustache to attract flies (link 1).
Contributions in this edition demonstrate that at least
a few members are also keen on flies. I am myself a
member of the Dipterists Forum, however, I suspect
that even among naturalists, most are less than
enthusiastic about this order of insects and 99% of the
general public find them repulsive. A reminder of how
troublesome they can be appeared at this September’s
Victory Show, an annual event with a Second World
War theme held at Cosby. One of the hardships
suffered by the Eighth Army in North Africa was
plagues of flies, graphically demonstrated in one the
exhibits. If this is not an exaggeration, it is certainly
enough to put one off the order for life!
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A more balanced view is presented in Erica
McAlister’s wonderful book The Secret Life of Flies
(which I reviewed in Newsletter 58).
More new arrivals

Newsletter Editor:
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Email : grobysteve@talktalk.net

Members and their friends have once again put more
invertebrates on the vice-county list: some spectacular
moths, a spider, a cranefly and a damselfly. My thanks
go to them for sharing the news.

Publications downloadable from:
www.naturespot.org.uk/content/leicestershireentomological-society
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McAlister, E. 2017. The Secret Life of Flies. Natural
History Museum.
Link 1: https://shop.salvador-dali.org/en/iconsdali/moustache-dali.html

The editor will be happy to receive articles, short notes
and photos (in focus please!) about insects or other
invertebrates in Leicestershire and Rutland, also news
of members’ activities further afield. Photos to be sent
separately please at high resolution. Unless otherwise
credited, photos are by the author of the article.

Steve Woodward

Next Copy Deadline: 5 Jan 2020
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by Malcolm Hillier and Mick Beeson in Rutland on 25
August (the night before the Dark Crimson
Underwings) and then two days later, on 27 August,
Mags Grindle & Tim Collins were lucky enough to
have one fly into their North Luffenham home and
settle on their curtains (Fig. 3). On 4 September, a third
was spotted at rest on a wall in Claybrooke Parva
(Fig. 4) by Kirsty Taylor and then on the night of 7
September one was caught in a light trap at Rutland
Water by Ron Follows.
Other migrants
Despite this, we have not been awash with migrant
moths this summer, there has been a sprinkling of the
common migrants, but not in noteworthy numbers,
though two rare migrants had been recorded: a
Beautiful Marbled Eublemma purpurina (Fig. 5), a

Fig. 3. Clifden Nonpareil, North Luffenham. Photo: Tim Collins.

It was also surprising because it was actually another
Catocala species that was being recorded as a
presumed immigrant in various locations within the
UK at around this time, namely the Dark Crimson
Underwing Catocala sponsa (Fig. 2) This is another
nationally rare species, limited as a resident to a
handful of localities in southern counties. But VC55
was not to be missed on this occasion as two were
taken in light traps on the night of 26 August: one in
Eric Leese's Sapcote garden and the other was caught
by Pete Leonard at Barkestone Wood. With two being
caught on the same night at opposite sides of the
county, one can only speculate just how many must
have been in VC55 that night - a hundred, a thousand?!
In terms of excitement the only thing that could surpass
these crimson underwing records would probably be
a record of the Clifden Nonpareil Catocala fraxini. We
were not to be disappointed: one was caught at light

Fig. 5. Beautiful Marbled. Photo: Adrian Russell.

first for VC55, had been caught at the Lyndon (Rutland
Water) Reserve on 29 July by the Lyndon group of
moth recorders and on 25 August Anthony Plummer
caught a Four-spotted Footman Lithosia quadra in his
Quorn garden, only the third record from VC55 and
the first record of a female of this species. But 2019
will probably be best remembered for the fact that the
history of the Catocalini in VC55 was re-written in the
space of six days.
Reference
Waring & Townsend (2017). Field Guide to the Moths
of Great Britain and Ireland, 3rd edition, Bloomsbury
Publishing.

Adrian Russell

Fig. 4. Clifden Nonpareil, Claybrooke Parva. Photo: Kirsty
Taylor.
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- a new species
of spider for VC55

Tibia I with black terminal ring

Enoplognatha ovata form lineata

Enoplognatha ovata form redimita

establish themselves in rolled
leaves to produce and guard their
(usually) single blue-green egg-sac.
When the young emerge in
September, the female wanders off
to die and the young over-winter in
low vegetation. There is some
evidence that the phenology of E.
latimana may be delayed by a few
weeks with respect to E. ovata, but
the life cycles of the two species
substantially overlap.

E. ovata occurs in a wide range of
habitats, frequently in close
association with human habitation.
I regularly see the characteristic
eggs sacs of E. ovata being guarded
by all three colour forms of this
species on the inside of my wheelie
bin lid. E. latimana favours open,
drier and sunnier conditions such
as rough grassland and scrub. E.
ovata is nationally common; where
Enoplognatha latimana form lineata
Enoplognatha latimana form redimita
the two species occur together, E.
ovata typically outnumbers E.
Fig 1. Females of Enoplognatha ovata and Enoplognatha latimana.
latimana by approximately 10:1
(Oxford, 1983). E. latimana occurs
Enoplognatha ovata is one of the most familiar spiders
mainly in the south east and in coastal habitats in the
in Leicestershire, indeed in Western Europe. In 1982
south west and Wales. However, there is good reason
this species was split into three, E. ovata, E. latimana,
to suspect that, like so many species, a northand E. penelope (the latter occurs only in the
westwards range expansion related to global heating
Mediterranean region and is not discussed further
is under way (BAS, 2019) (Fig. 2).
here), based on the structure of the genitals and
supposed reproductive isolation (Hippa and Oksala,
While E. ovata is very common (but under-recorded)
1982) (Fig. 1).
throughout VC55, some years ago Jon Daws surveyed
suitable habitats such as Ketton Quarry and other sites
Both Enoplognatha ovata and E. latimana are notable
for E. latimana but did not find any evidence of its
for a striking, genetically determined, polymorphism
presence in the vice county (Daws, personal
consisting of three forms. They are: lineata - plain
communication). Given the current rate of species
yellow; redimita (common name "Candy Stripe
change, I thought it was time for another look and this
Spider") - yellow with two dorso-lateral red stripes;
year I have devoted effort to searching specifically for
and ovata - yellow with a solid shield of red on the
E. latimana. Given the ubiquity of E. ovata, at times
abdomen (Oxford, 1983). While there may be some
the phrase "uphill struggle" sprang to mind. After a
morphological differences between them (E. latimana
couple of false alarms (it seems that specimens with
usually lacks the row of black dots and the abdomen
somewhat intermediate genital anatomy are not
and the dark distal ring on tibia I), it is not clear how
uncommon on this species) which Jon Daws helpfully
reliable these features are - and so differentiating
debunked, on the 21 August 2019 at Lyddington
between these two species comes down to checking
Meadow in Rutland (feet away from the River Welland
the genitals (male palps or female epigyne). Both
and Northamptonshire!) I was able to record the first
species have a strictly annual lifestyle, breeding in July
specimen of E. latimana in VC55 (or so I thought at
and August. After mating, males die and females
the time). Thankfully, this specimen was unmistakable
4
Member’s copy - not for distribution

September 2019

LES Newsletter 61

Fig. 3. Epigyne (female
genitalia) of E. ovata.

Fig. 2. Distribution of Enoplognatha ovata and E. latimana (courtesy of British Arachnological
Society, Spider Recording Scheme, 2019).

Fig. 4. Epigyne of E. altimana.

References

under the microscope, with a strongly sclerotized rear
margin to the epigyne and the characteristic downward
trailing "Zapata moustache" extensions (Figs. 3 & 4).
The identity was confirmed by Nigel Cane-Honeysett
and Richard Burkmar of the British Arachnological
Society.

British Arachnological Society (BAS) (2019)
Enoplognatha ovata (Clerck, 1757) and
Enoplognatha latimana Hippa & Oksala, 1982 - the
"candy-striped" spiders. URL:
http://britishspiders.org.uk/wiki2015/index.php?title
=Enoplognatha_ovata_%26_E._latimana

After a few days of basking in a self-satisfied glow, it
occurred to me that I should check my growing
specimen backlog. With a short adult season for so
many species of spider limiting the window when they
can be positively identified by their mature genitals, it
is necessary to file excess specimens away for
checking on those cold winter days when even the leaf
litter is too wet to contemplate. Thus I discovered that
on the 3 August at Ketton Quarry I had indeed
collected another indisputable female E. latimana
specimen, this one of the red-striped redimita form.
This specimen is thus the first Country record for this
species. Undoubtedly, this will not be the last we see
of Enoplognatha latimana. For the arachnologist, this
constitutes a major pain, since now every specimen of
these common species will need to be checked under
the microscope!

Hippa, H. and Oksala, I. 1982. Definition and
revision of the Enoplognatha ovata (Clerck) group
(Araneae: Theridiidae). Insect Systematics &
Evolution, 13: 213-222.
Oxford, G.S. (1992). Enoplognatha ovata and E.
latimana: a comparison of their phenologies and
genetics in Norfolk populations. Bulletin of the
British Arachnological Society, 9 (1): 13-18.
Spider Recording Scheme (SRS), British
Arachnological Society (2019) Website and on-line
database facility:
http://srs.britishspiders.org.uk/portal.php/p/Summary
/s/Enoplognatha+ovata+sens.+str. and
http://srs.britishspiders.org.uk/portal.php/p/Summary
/s/Enoplognatha+latimana

Alan Cann
alan.cann@gmail.com
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A new species of cranefly in VC55
Graham Calow sent me a cranefly specimen (Fig. 1) to identify
which had come to his 125 W MV moth trap at Sapcote (SP4993)
on the night of 24 July 2019. It turned out to be a female Tipula
(Lunatipula) livida Van der Wulp 1858, which is a new species for
the VC55 checklist.
The ovipositor has the usual pair of pointed dorsal cerci for inserting
the eggs into the substrate - soil or leaf mould - and below these, a
pair of ventral sternal valves. It is the shape of the latter which is
diagnostic of female T. livida. (Fig. 2). Each sternal valve is forked
with two long, narrow tapering structures, like the tines of a
pitchfork, used simply to guide the eggs. This pitchfork shape is
also found in another subgenus of Tipula - Vestplex - but these
species look very different, having grey and white patterned wings.
The wings of most of the other species in subgenus Lunatipula have
a much larger white patch just internal to the stigma spot - often
roughly crescent-shaped, hence Lunatipula, so T. livida, with a small
white wing patch external to the stigma differs in this respect as well.
The male has a yellow abdomen and is therefore easier to identify
than the female with its largely brown abdomen.
This species is widespread in Europe including Scandinavia, and
was first reported in Britain in 1954, after being found as larvae 'in
the top few inches of leaf-mould and soil in Leigh Woods, near
Bristol' (Chiswell, 1954). Some older specimens were then
identified in Museums and there are about 40 known British records
in total, all in England. Five verified records are located more
northerly than Leicestershire, three from Yorkshire and two from
North Lincs, and it may also have been seen in Lancashire. It is
much more commonly recorded in the south of England. There have
been 20 known records since 1990, in 19 different hectads. This
would give it a status of 'Nationally Scarce' (JNCC), and a value of
4 on the National Rarity Index. (1 = common, 6 = very rare).
The larvae live in leaf mould and moist soil in woodland and the
location of the larval habitat of this specimen is debatable. The
nearest large woodland is Aston Firs and Burbage Woods, but it
would have had to fly about 2 miles and cross the M6 motorway.
The date of the find coincided with the very hot Summer
temperatures which would assist dispersal, so this is not impossible.
There are smaller patches of woodland closer to where the light trap
was located in Sapcote.

Fig 1. Tipula (Lunatipula) livida female from
Sapcote. Photo: Graham Calow.

Fig. 2. Ovipositor, showing shape of sternal
valves. Photo: John Kramer.

Fig 3. Tipula (Lunatipula) livida male. Photo:
John Kramer.

For more details about craneflies in VC55, see NatureSpot.
Reference
Chiswell, J.R. 1954. Tipula livida van der Wulp (Diptera, Tipulidae)
new to Britain. Entomologist 87.

John Kramer
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The Arrival of the Willow Emerald
Damselfly in VC55

Eric Duffey (1922-2019)
Eminent
British
arachnologist,
ecologist,
conservationist and son of Leicestershire Dr Eric
Duffey died on 10 February 2019 at the age of 97. Born
in Leicester on the 2 January 1922, Eric’s interest in
natural history began in the Leicestershire countryside,
particularly Charnwood Forest. His first job on leaving
school at age 16 was in the Leicester City Museum
where he worked from 1938-1940. He was a founder
member of the Leicestershire and Rutland
Ornithological Society in 1941 and after WWII, read
Zoology with Botany at Leicester University College
(1947–1950). In 1969 he was a founder member of the
British Arachnological Society and was awarded D.Sc.
by the University of Leicester (2016). A
comprehensive and informative obituary and tribute
to this remarkable man by Dmitri Logunov, Curator
of Arachnids at Manchester Museum where Duffey's
spider collection is housed, was published in
Arachnology (2019) 18 (1): 47–52, and members are
highly recommended to read this fitting tribute.

Willow Emerald at Eyebrook Reservoir on 11 September 2019.
Photo: Tony Clarke.

Since its first appearance in the UK, close to
Felixstowe in 2007, the Willow Emerald Lestes viridis
has spread rapidly westwards. It had reached
Northamptonshire by 2016 and Lincolnshire by 2017,
therefore its appearance in VC55 would surely be just
a matter of time?

Alan Cann
alan.cann@gmail.com

Frank Clark (1944-2019)

The honour of being the official finder of the first
VC55 record goes to Alan Shorrock, who discovered
an adult in willows beside the Eye Brook inlet to
Eyebrook Reservoir on 8 September 2019. Up to five
have been seen at the same site in subsequent days and
it is hoped that more inhabited localities will
materialise in the coming weeks.

The photograph illustrates all of the above features.
Happy hunting, and please send me your records!

By now members will be aware of the sad passing of
Frank Clark, one of our founder members, on 17 June.
I first came across Frank when he, with D.A.C.
McNeil, regularly reported on the phenology of a wide
range of species to the Natural History Section of the
Lit. & Phil. in the 1980s. Around that time I also
became aware of his intense dedication to the study of
fleas (particularly of birds) to the extent that he
willingly allowed his "pets" to feed on his blood! He
published the only recent account of these
invertebrates in VC55 as LESOPS 22 (2006). In later
years his work at Priory Water Nature Reserve near
Kirby Bellars, with his staunch colleague and friend
Tony Cook, resulted in excellent reports appearing as
part of the LESOPS series covering water bugs (27,
2011), water beetles (28, 2012), ground beetles (30,
2013), dung beetles (32, 2015) and, most recently, reed
beetles (35, 2017). These reports took the form of
scientific presentations with close attention to the
dynamics of the study groups at this bird reserve. At
meetings he always turned up with his own mug and
green-tea bag and would quite happily talk to all and
sundry. His presence will be sorely missed.

Ian Merrill

Ray Morris

Willow Emerald flies through August and September
and on into October, so there is plenty of scope for
keen recorders to add more dots to the distribution atlas
before the end of the current season. Favoured habitat
is shrub or tree-lined water bodies including ponds,
lakes, canals and slow-flowing sections of rivers.
Adults are often encountered perched on branch tips,
with wings held at a characteristic 45-degree angle.
This habit is shared by the Emerald Damselfly, which
tends to be on the wing a little earlier in the summer
and prefers well vegetated pool margins. Willow
Emerald Damselfly is longer than Emerald Damselfly,
appears thinner and lacks the blue pruinescense of this
species. The dark bordered pale brown pterostigma is
also a key identification feature.
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Memories of butterflies and moths in
north Leicestershire

The status of most whites does not seem to have
changed much, but I've noticed that Large Whites seem
less common, particularly in the early spring. Many of
those I see now seem to be migrants arriving later in
the season. Brimstones too were once much more
common, but I rarely see more than three or four at a
time these days. I've only once seen a Green Hairstreak
here in Chadwell, but they were once quite common
at Brown's Hill Quarry in Holwell and they spilt out
into the surrounding areas. These days there are far
fewer.

As part of my fieldwork for Adrian Russell’s
forthcoming book on the butterflies and moths of
Leicestershire, I have been moth-trapping in
Barry's garden in Chadwell, after an introduction
from a mutual friend. Barry has a passionate and
very broad interest in the natural world and is
always a pleasure to chat to. I have always felt
that he is of a generation that grew up with much
more freedom and hands-on experience of his
surroundings. When I mentioned some of Barry's
stories to Adrian, he said it would be good to get
his memories on record, so I recently spent a
couple of hours with Barry and did just that.

Similarly, Small Coppers were once much more
common. Conversely, Holly Blues seem more
common these days, with perhaps more of their
food-plants in gardens. I still see Common Blues
regularly, though they seem to lay more on White
Clover than Bird's-foot-trefoil now. Brown Argus has
appeared recently and I had never seen it around here
until about three or four years ago.

Pete Leonard, Harby
I was born in 1934 and moved to Melton Mowbray
aged three when my parents bought a house on the
edge of town on the Scalford Road. In those days,
Melton was much smaller and we were within easy
reach of open country. Much of this area has now been
developed, although some became what is now Melton
Country Park. For the last 40 years I've lived in the
nearby village of Chadwell where I have tried to create
a diverse environment for the local fauna in my garden
and adjacent paddocks. I have always had a fascination
for the natural world and I still enjoy collecting and
rearing caterpillars to their adult stage. These
reminiscences all relate to the areas in which I've lived
in this part of Leicestershire.
Favourite hunting grounds as I grew up were the then
active railway lines north of Melton. In those days, due
to the risk of sparks from locomotives setting fire to
the grass verges, preventative fire breaks would be
burnt along the lines. Removing the grass in this way
resulted in a profuse and diverse ground flora which
attracted large numbers of butterflies. Species included
both Grizzled and Dingy Skippers and Wall Browns.
In one spot there was a platelayer's hut made of
tar-coated sleepers and up to a dozen Wall Browns
would gather on it to absorb the heat. In a deep cutting
just north of Holwell, I also found Dark Green
Fritillaries, Forester Moths, two species of burnet moth
and Latticed Heath. Although the three species of
orange skipper (Large, Essex and Small) seem to be
around in similar numbers, Dingy and Grizzled
Skippers have subsequently become much more
localised and Wall Browns seem to have disappeared
entirely.

Fig 1. Larva of Yellow-tail Moth, formerly common on
Hawthorn hedges. Photo: Steve Woodward.

As a lad, I used to visit Owston Woods with a friend
and in the early days it was all deciduous. Many
woodmen would work there and it was all coppiced.
The dog violets would thrive and both Pearl-bordered
and Silver-washed Fritillaries were present. Pearlbordered Fritillaries were abundant, Silver-washed less
so. One day I was looking up and saw a tiny caterpillar
on a leaf against the light. It was on a lone elm and I
collected it and reared it and it turned out to be a
White-letter Hairstreak. In one little spot there was a
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Parasite-flies

patch of primroses and here there was a colony of Duke
of Burgundy butterflies - the only spot in the county I
ever found them. However, they were common there
and there were also glow-worms nearby. Sadly, when
large stretches were replaced with conifers and the
coppicing stopped, the ground flora vanished and the
butterflies disappeared.
It has not all been declines though. Gatekeepers never
used to occur and I did not see any until about 1950
and they did not become common until a few years
later. Furthermore, Speckled Woods used to be very
uncommon. I found some at Holwell Mouth in the late
1940s, but they were always scarce and localised. They
did not arrive here in Chadwell until about twenty
years ago. I hardly ever saw Ringlets when I was
young either. I knew one or two spots in which I could
find them in the 1940s and 50s, but they were very
localised. Now they are much more widespread. Of
the other Nymphalids, only Small Tortoiseshell and
Small Heath seem to have declined, though Commas
have fluctuated over the years.

Fig 1. Phasia obesa. Photo: Kate Nightingale.

The Tachinidae, colloquially called the parasite-flies,
are members of the Calypterate group of Diptera which
use the larvae of other invertebrates, particularly
lepidoptera, as hosts. They can vary in size (2-10 mm),
colour (e.g. grey, black, coloured abdominal sides) and
may have metallic sheens but nearly always have many
long abdominal bristles. Most records have come from
recent recording efforts by several contributors to
NatureSpot (with verification often by national experts
at iRecord etc.), but also by trawling through
documents held by LRERC, entomological
publications and the County Collections at Barrow
upon Soar (CRC). It has been possible to locate
records for 36 of the current UK list of 268 species.
Perusal of national records would seem to indicate that
quite a few more taxa remain to be reported from VC55.

I have not spent as much time looking for adult moths,
but I've always collected larvae for rearing. This has
become increasingly difficult. I find I can walk along
a length of hedgerow now and not find a single chewed
leaf where I once found large numbers of caterpillars
such as Lackey, Figure of Eighty, Yellow-tail (Fig. 1)
and Magpie. I also remember the times when, returning
home after dark in summer, your headlights would
illuminate moths in such numbers they were like snow.
As a teenager, I was once exploring the disused railway
line just east of Saxby station, an area in which I'd
found Common Lizards. I fell down a bank and landed
in a mass of tiny black caterpillars feeding on
cinquefoil which turned out to be Emperor moths. I
collected a lot and successfully raised them. However,
the only place I ever saw an adult Emperor was basking
on some pallets where I worked in Melton once
(sometime in the 60s, 70s or 80s!) and in the same
place I also found a female Convolvulus Hawkmoth
once which laid no end of eggs for me.

Some species are only known in VC55 from specimens
held at CRC some of which are attributed to P.A.H.
Muschamp (although not always with full data) and
also probably from W.A. Vice in the late 1800s
although only one of his tachinid records appeared in
the 1907 Victoria County History Leicester volume.
These archived specimens are of Actia pilipennis*,
Compsilura concinnata, Cyzenis albicans*, Ernestia
laevigata*, Linnaemya vulpina*, Nilea hortulans and
Phryxe nemea.

The year 1947 was a good one for migrants and I think
it was that year in which I found five Death's Head
Hawkmoth caterpillars on potato plants in the
allotments on the outskirts of Melton. I collected them
and fed them and they went to ground in a pot full of
compost, but sadly they never emerged.

While nearly all records are of adults observed in the
field, a few have been recorded as having been bred
out from pupae on parasitized lepidopteran hosts Compsilura concinnata, Nemorilla floralis, Nilea
hortulans, Phryxe nemea, Phryxe vulgaris and Siphona
cristata. Where these are specimens at CRC they often
are accompanied by the pupal cases and the remains
of the host.

Barry Ottewell
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Looking for help?

Two species predominate because of the relative ease
of their identification - Eriothrix rufomaculata (173
records) and Tachina fera (159 records), the majority
of other VC55 species occurring in single figures. The
list of species not previously mentioned is given below
but it is planned that at the end of the 2019 season a
more definitive status report of the Tachinidae will
appear as a LESOPS.

The following are willing to act as an initial point of
contact for providing advice and information to
members.
Arachnids (Mites & Ticks):- Ivan Pedley, 48
Woodlands Drive, Groby, Leicester LE6 0BQ. 0116

287 6886. ivan.pedley@gmail.com

Dexiosoma caninum, Eumea linearicornis*, Eurithia
anthophila, Exorista rustica, Gonia picea,
Gymnocheta viridis, Hemyda vittata, Lophosia
fasciata*, Lydella grisescens*, L. stabulans, Lypha
dubia, Nowickia ferox*, Oswaldia muscaria*, Pales
pavida, Phania funesta, Phasia barbifrons, P.
hemipteran, P. obesa (Fig.1), Siphona urbana (=
geniculata)*, Tachina grossa*, T. ursina, Thelaira
nigripes (=nigrina), Trixa conspersa and Voria ruralis.

Arachnids (Opiliones, Harvestmen): - Ray Morris,
see page 2.
Arachnids (Spiders):- Paul Palmer
palmerpjp@gmail.com.
Arachnids (Pseudoscorpions):- Ed Darby 01509
569670 lboro.ecols@ntlworld.com

(Species with * are known from a single record only)

Biological Recording:- Sue Timms, Leics &
Rutland Environmental Records Centre; Room 400,
County Hall, Glenfield LE3 8RA. 0116 3054108

Ray Morris

Sue.timms@leics.gov.uk
Chilopoda:- Helen Ikin, 237 Forest Road,
Woodhouse, Woodhouse Eaves, Leics LE12 8TZ.
01509 890102. helen.canids@btinternet.com

The Ivy Bee has arrived

Coleoptera:- Graham Finch, 14 Thorndale, Ibstock,
Leics. LE67 6JT: finchgraham1@gmail.com

Colletes hederaes, the Ivy Bee, which first appeared
in this country in Dorset in 2001 (see
http://www.bwars.com/content/colletes-hederaemapping-project), has been moving north and finally
reached VC55 in the summer of 2017- one record from
North Luffenham.

Collembola: Alan Cann, 17 Overdale Road,
Leicester LE2 3YJ. alan.cann@gmail.com Online
identification guides:
https://collembolla.blogspot.com/p/identificationguides.html

Thanks to NatureSpot recorders there are several
sightings during 2018 from Aylestone, Narborough,
Stoney Stanton, Broughton Astley, Croft, Thurlaston,
Empingham, Oakham, Market Overton, Breedon on
the Hill and Glenfield. This is a large and distinctive
bee with broad abdominal stripes and the sightings
have been verified by Stuart Roberts and Matt Smith
of BWARS.
This bee is, as its name would suggest, an Ivy feeder
and emerges to coincide with the flowering of this
plant – quite late in the summer. Its nest tunnels are in
soil banks – often sandy soil and there can be
considerable numbers nesting in one site.

Helen Ikin
Dark Bush-cricket Pholidoptera griseoaptera, one of the largest
orthopterans in our area - female body length up to 21 mm plus
ovipositor. The best place to look is in the the hedges bordering
Owston Wood. Adults survive to the end of autumn. Photo:
Steve Woodward.

Apologies to Helen for the lateness of this “news” - I could
not squeeze it into the previous edition - Ed.
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Diplopoda:- Helen Ikin (see Chilopoda).

Lepidoptera:- Adrian Russell, 15 St Swithin’s Road,
Leicester LE5 2GE. 0116 241 5101.
Adrian@wainscot.demon.co.uk

Diptera (Some families):- Ray Morris (see page 2).
Diptera (Nematocera - Mosquitoes, Blackflies &
Craneflies):- John Kramer, 31 Ash Tree Road,
Oadby, Leicester LE2 5TE. 0116 271 6499.
john.kramer@btinternet.com

Mecoptera, Neuroptera, Plecoptera :- Steve
Woodward, see page 2.
Mollusca: - Dave Nicholls (see Hymenoptera
(Symphyta)).

Hymenoptera (Symphyta - Sawflies):- Dave
Nicholls, 69-71 Church Lane, Ratby, LE6 0JF.
nicholls.99@btinternet.com

Odonata:- Ian Merrill i.merrill@btopenworld.com
Orthoptera:- Helen Ikin, see Chilopoda.

Hymenoptera (Bumblebees):- Maggie Frankum,
see page 2.

Plant Galls:- Maggie Frankum, see page 2.
Psocoptera:- Helen Ikin, see Chilopoda.

Hymenoptera (Other aculeates - Bees, Wasps &
Ants):- Helen Ikin (see Chilopoda).

Thysanoptera: - Ivan Pedley, see Arachnids - Mites.

Hemiptera:- Dave Budworth, see page 2.

Trichoptera (adults):- Ray Morris, see page 2.

Isopoda (Woodlice):- Helen Ikin (see Chilopoda).

Indoor Meetings Programme

Thursday 21 November 2019 - A mothing challenge
at Charnwood Lodge - curiosity that became a
passion. Margaret McLoughlin shares her experiences
and dedication to moth recording events with the
Charnwood Lodge Moth group. Constant 'on site'
recording effort has produced some rewarding results.
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Thursday 14 December 2017 Members Annual
General Meeting. Our AGM for the first part of the
evening, followed by our social 'get together,' catch up
with all the latest news on the entomological front
whilst taking your fill of mince pies, Christmas cake
and chocolate biscuits.
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Thursday 16 January 2020 - Leaf mines and plantgalls. Sue Timms will give an illustrated talk about the
larval stages of these intriguing insects, the ease of
certain identification on some and the difficulty
associated with others.

To Hinckley Rd

Our venue is Kirby Muxloe Free Church, Main Street,
Kirby Muxloe LE9 2AN SK517042. The session starts
at 7:30, but most members arrive half an hour earlier
for a natter, with tea, coffee and biscuits. Visitors are
welcome.

Thursday 20 February 2020 - Update on Spider
Recording in VC55. Alan Cann will show us the latest
available data and distribution on this relatively underrecorded subject.

Thursday 17 October 2019- Members' Evening.
This is your evening, a chance to share the highlights
or disappointments of the entomological year. Bring
along any digital images or 35 mm slides plus anything
you want to exhibit. New books or gadgets and your
comments on their practicality are also welcome.
Please ensure any digital media are virus-checked and
If you are bringing 35 mm transparencies please bring
your own projector.

Thursday 19 March 2020 - How to find rare beetles.
Graham Finch taking it a step further, moving away
from casual observations in order to find the more
unusual species.

Anona Finch
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