
NEWSLETTER 25

September 2001

Accordingly, the specimen was set and a few
weeks later it was possible to email a
photograph of the set specimen (below) to the
Natural History Museum. There, Martin Honey
forwarded the enquiry to Kevin Tuck, an expert
in the Tortricidae. Whilst he had an idea what
species it might be, he asked to see the
specimen before committing himself further.

The specimen has recently been taken down to
the Natural History Museum in London, where
Kevin Tuck was able to identify the specimen as
Epiblema grandaevana, apparently a rare moth
in the UK.

Andy Mackay had initially suggested this as a
possible identity, but the figure in Bradley,
Tremewan & Smith (1979) does not do justice to
the markings of this moth, and the given the
stated wingspan (21-30 mm) plus the apparent
rarity of this species, meant that this had been
discounted as a possible identity.

Bradley & Tremewan (1979) describes this as a
species "formerly found in old brickyards,
sandpits, spoil  heaps and ballast t ips".

Continued on Paoe 2

The Beast of Seaton Unmasked
The summer of 2001 saw a number of
interesting moth records from the County, but
none quite as exciting or intriguing as the tale of
"The Beast of Seaton", as it became known.

In the course of moth trapping at Plantlife's
Seaton Meadows Reserve (SP915978) on 22nd
July 2001 Jean Harvey and Ron Follows took a
large micromoth which they retained for
identification.

The most striking thing about this moth was it's
size - although it looked like a tortricid moth it's
size (wingspan approx. 32 mm) led to
speculation that it might be a pyralid or even a
macromoth! Despite methodically searching
through textbooks, it still couldn't be identified.
As a next step, Mark Skevington took a digital
photograph (below) and uploaded it to the UK
Moths Newsgroup.

Whilst this elucidated a couple of suggestions,
the moth itself was too large to be any of the
species suggested. Emailing photographs to a
number of national experts still failed to identify
the "Beast of Seaton"
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From the (Acting) Newsletter Editor:

A quick count reveals that this issue of the Newsletter includes
details of 12 first county records covering a range of invertebrate
groups: B moth species, a ladybird, a bush-cricket, a hoverfly and
a spider. Allthe recorders involved are to be congratulated for the
recording efforts.

So, good news for the County! Or is it? lt seems that many of
these species are southern species that are expanding their
range northwards. At the same time, there is mention in this issue
of the possibility of at least one of our "northern" species of moth
now being extinct in the County. All of this may provide further
evidence of the effects of global warming on our invertebrate fauna.

It is hard not to take pleasure from finding new species in our
county, but perhaps this ought to be tempered with a degree of
concern about the impact of global c l imate change.

Adrian Russel l

The Beast of Seaton Unmasked - continued from page 1

According to Bradley & Tremewan (1979) this species was found
in considerable numbers in the lat ter hal f  of  the nineteenth
century on the coasts of Northumberland and Durham, where it
was believed to have become established after being imported
with ballast from the Baltic. However, it gradually became scarcer
and was not seen from 1910 onwards, apart from single records
from the Durham area in 1948 and 1972. Single specimens were
taken from the Suffolk coast in 1976 and from the E Yorks coast
in '1993 (Bradley, 2000).

Most interestingly however, the only other British records come
from the Collyweston area of Northamptonshire - only six miles
from Seaton Meadows. A total of 15 moths of this species were
recorded between 1991 and 1992 from a number of sites in the
immediate area, with the source being attributed to an
abandoned limestone quarry, partly under conifer plantation,
where the larval foodplant colt's-foot (fussi/ago farfara) grows in
abundance (Gardiner and Hi l l ier,  1993).

The record from Seaton Meadows therefore appears to be the
first British record for 8 years. The habitat at Seaton would
appear quite different from the ruderal/coastal habitats from
which it has been previously recorded. However, currently and
over the last couple of years, a large amount of work has been
undertaken on the railway and viaduct over the meadow. This
has included digging out areas of the rai l  embankment and
replacing it with ballast! Clearly, further fieldwork will be needed
to establish its status in the area.

References:
Bradley, J.D. & Tremewan, W. D. (1979). Bnttsh Tortricoid Moths ll: Toftricidae:
Olehtreutinae. Ray Society, London.
Bradley, J.D. (2000). Checklist of Lepidoptera Recorded from the Britisfi /s/es. 2nd
Edition (Revised). Bradley & Bradley.
Gardiner, C. & Hillier, M. (1993). Epiblema grandaevana established in
Northamptonshire. Entomologist's Rec. J. Var. 105: 239-240.

Adrian Russell



Orange Ladybird - New to Leicestershire

On the 14th April 2001, when beating yew for
spiders in Castle Gardens, Leicester, Jon Daws
found an Orange ladybird (Halyzia 11-guftata)
and a Larch ladybrd (Aphidecta obliterata). Jan
Dawson (New Walk Museum) confirmed the
Orange ladybird as a new record for VC 55.

She mentioned the find to Gareth Burton
(University of Leicester - Attenborough
Arboretum, Knighton, Leicester) who on the 23rd
Apri l  2001, found another Orange ladybird on
hornbeam, along with two Cream-spot ladybirds
(Calvia 1 -guttata), an Eyed ladybird - without
rings around the spots (Anatis ocellata), and two
melanic 10-spot ladybirds (Adalia 1}-punctata f.
bimaculata) On the 25th April 2001, he reported
two Orange ladybirds again on the hornbeam
and by the 27th Apri l  2001, the count had
reached a total of ten Orange ladybirds! These
were now on an ivy-clad ash tree adjacent to the
hornbeam. There is deep leaf lifter below the
trees (maybe they over-wintered there - the
Orange ladybird is vegetarian, a mildew feeder).

This was interesting - I've only seen Orange
ladybirds once before at Juniper Hall  F.S.C
(Dorking, Surrey) and certainly the South
Leicester WATCH group never found any during
our "Really Useful lnsects" ladybird survey in the
late 1980s - not in Leicestershire, let alone this
locall I went to the Arboretum on the 1st May
2001, where Gareth and I found f ive Orange
ladybirds on the same ivy-clad ash tree and
none on the hornbeam. Other ladybirds included
five Cream-spots and two Chequered 1O-spots
(Adalia 1O-punctata F. decempustulata) on the
surrounding cow parsley and the hornbeam, with
another Cream-spot on sycamore. Elsewhere at
the Arboretum on larch. there were five Pine
ladybirds (Exochomus 4-pustulafus); a Cream-
spot; two typical 1O-spots (Adalia 1O-punctata f.
decempunctafa); two typical 2-spots (Adalia 2-
punctata f. typica) and a Barred 2-spot (Adalia 2-
punctata f. bar annulata).

On the 6th May 2001, Jon was beating
evergreens including yew, in Abbey Park,
Leicester and found yet another Orange
ladybirdl I wonder where else they will turn up?

Maggie Frankum

I think the answer to Maggie Frankum's question
might be: just about anywhere! Shortly after
receiving this note from Maggie, I was very
pleased to record one myself at MV light whilst
moth trapping in Martinshaw Wood on 5th June
2001. But this was just the first of quite a few
sightings whilst moth trapping in 2001:
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5th June Martinshaw Wood
24th June Loughborough Meadows
3rd July Enderby Quarry
21st July Wardley Wood (x3)
11th August Cloud Wood
13th August Bloody Oaks Quarry

sK5107
sK5321
sP5399
sK8400
sK4121
sK9710

Thinking that this must mean that the Orange
ladybird is commonly being seen everywhere, I
contacted Maggie in September to check where
else she had seen it  in 2001. lwas surprised to
find that she had no further sightings to report.
Whilst a wide range of insects commonly turn-up
at moth recorders' MV lights, ladybirds are
relatively infrequent. So, perhaps this means
that MV light is a good way of recording the
Orange ladybird?

Adrian Russell

2001 Highlights from a Wigston Garden

Although January to April proved to be poor
months for moth recording, we caught Pale
Brindled Beauty (Phigalia pilosaria'1 on 22nd
February, which was a new record for the
garden. Other new records were: Yellow-barred
Brindle (Acasis viretata) on 13th May and Small
Clouded Brindle (Apamea unaminis) on 28th
June.

On 14th June we caught a Marbled Coronet
(Hadena confusa), which we had not seen for 9
years. The Pheonix (Eulithis prunata) was
recorded on 27th July in our out-house (we had
previously recorded this species in 1996 and
2000). Finally we caught a Triple-spotted Pug
(Eupithecia trisignaria) on 31st July.

We also recorded a Lesser Stag Beetle (Dorcus
parallelipipedus) on 22nd July.

Adam Poole



My Summer of Moths

Having had a couple of relatively disappointing
years moth recording in the County, I had
resolved to take some extra leave in 2001 and
get down to some serious moth trapping. With
the outbreak of foot and mouth early in the year,
I feared the worse. However, the five weeks
holiday I took in between late June and August
proved to be very productive. This is a
personal ised account summarising some of the
more interesting finds made, though I have
taken the liberty of including one or two
highlights provided by other local recorders:

25105/01 Pickworth Great Wood
Three MV and two actinic lights operated on a
very mild night for the time of the year produced
200+ moths of 57 species, including the Poplar
Lutestring (Tethea or), the main target for the
night ( this being the only
known site in the County
for this species). One of
the micromoths taken was
subsequently identified as
Carpatolechia proximella
inght), a first county record.
With Mark Skevington
iMPS), Andy Mackay (AJM)
and Mark Rossell(MTR).

01/06/01 Wardley Wood
A "new" site with good access and spread
across four tetradsl Four MV lights operated on
a breezy night, produced only 45 species, but
rncluded the Alder Moth (Acronicta alni),
Ochreous Pug (Eupithecia indigata) and only the
third ever county record of the Brindled White-
spot (Parectropis similaria, formerly Ectropis
extersaria). A Nightjar was also seen at dusk.
With Ron Follows (RF), AJM & MPS.

24106/01 Louqhborough Biq Meadows
An LES field meeting, successful in its aim of
recording the Dog's Tooth (Lacanobta suasa) at
its only known site in the county. A total of B
were seen, but little else of interest on what
turned out to be a cold night. With Richard Fray
(RPF), Oscar Orridge (HO), Gianpierro Ferrari,
AJM & MPS.

01/07/01 Wardley Wood
Another very good night at this site, with 5 MV
lights producing 649 moths of 116 species,
including Larch Pug (Eupithecia /aricrafa), Sloe
Pug (Pasiphila chloreata), Maple Prominent
(Ptilodon cucullina), Four-dotted Footman
(Cybosia mesomella) and Marbled White Spot
(Protodeltote pygara). Two Clay Triple-lines
(Cyclophora linearia) were also recorded - for

only the third occasion since the Victoria County
History (VCH) was published (the other two
records coming from Ron Follows' Barrowden
garden in 2000, and from Andy Mackay's
Markfield garden on 26i06/01). With RF, AJM &
RPF. [On the same night, Ron Follows' garden
moth trap produced Ethmia dodecea, The
Blackneck (Lygephila pastinum) and The Fern
(Horisme fersafa) - last seen in county in '1989.1

03/07/01 Enderbv Quarrv
Another "new" site selected to target Clematis-
feeding species (Herbert Buckler had recorded
Haworth's Pug from here in 1940, and there is
still plenty of Clematis present). lt was rewarding
therefore to record one such C/ematrs-feeder,
The Fern (Horisme tersata) from there. With MPS.

05/07/01 Woolfox Quarrv & Bloody Oaks Quarrv
On what was quite a mild night, an MV l ight at
Woolfox Quarry produced just 40 species and
little of interest. However, an MV trap which had
been left at Bloody Oaks Quarry was found to be
swarming with moths - 85 species being
recorded, including Larch Pug (Eupithecia
Iariciata), Four-dotted Footman (Cybosia
mesomella), The Sycamore (Acronicta aceris),
and a very interesting looking pug (identity
awaiting confirmation ! ).

07/07/01 Ketton Quarry
Heavy rain at dusk nearly forced this session to
be abandoned, but the result ing mild and misty
night produced excellent results from the 3 MV
lights operated, including The Blackneck
(Lygephila pastinum), Bordered Sallow (Pyrrhia
umbra), Maple Prominent (Ptilodon cucullina).
With some micros still to be identified the
species total for the night stands at 145,
including 101 macromoth species - the f irst 100+
macromoth night from the County for many
yearsl With AJM, RPF, HO, MTR and Colin Towe.

08/07/01 Pickworth Great Wood
An LES/Butterfly Conservation/Rutland Natural
History Society joint field meeting aimed at
recording the White Admiral (Limenitis camilla),
following the singleton seen there in 2000.
Those present were rewarded with excellent
views of at least 4 White Admirals that were
obligingly coming down to feed at bramble
blossom along the edges of the main ride.

12107/01 & 13/07/01 Launde ParkWood
On the 12th July two MV lights produced 93
species of moth, including Dingy Footman
(Eilema griseola), White Satin (Leucoma salicis)
and the strikingly marked Willow Tortrix
(Epinotia cruciana) - the first post-VCH record
from the County. But most excitement was

:
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caused by a very large geometrid; at first it was
thought that this might be a Great Oak Beauty,
but in fact it turned out to be a female Satin
Beauty (Deileptenia ribeata), of which there are
few previous records from the County. With
AJM, MPS, HO and Peter Willson (PW). As a
follow-up, 2 MV and 2 actinic light traps were
operated overnight on the following evening; a
further B Satin Beauties were recorded.

20107/01 Launde Biq Wood
Two MV and one actinic light traps operated
overnight produced 71 species. The most
noteworthy record was of Ypsolopha vitella, only
the third post-VCH record from the county.

21107/01 Wardley Wood
Three MV l ights on a mild and muggy night
produced 125 species, including 5 Satin Beauties
(Deileptenia ribeata). With AJM, MTR & HO.

26107/01 Enderbv Quarrv
An MV trap produced little of interest apart from
a Dotted Rustic (Rhyacia smu/ans).

27107/01 Rutland Water N.R.
A total of 8 MV lights and 2 actinic lights were
operated in and around the reedbeds, adjacent
to Lagoon ll and in the north arm marsh. A total
of 175 moth species were recorded, including
117 species of macromoth! Some of the more
interesting species were: Scallop Shell
(Rheumaptera undulata), Bordered Beauty
(Epione repandaria), Dingy Footman (Eilema
griseola), 27 Southern Wainscots (Mythimna
straminea), Brown-veined Wainscot (Archanara
dlsso/ufa), Silky Wainscot (Chilodes maritimus),
Cream-bordered Green Pea (Earias clorana),
Chilo phragmitella, Agriphila se/ase//a,
Endotricha flammealis, Limnaecia phragmitella
and OrThotaelia sparganella. With RF, MPS,
PW, MTR, HO, Jean Harvey (JMH), John Wright
(JW) and others.

2Bl07/01 Pickworth Great Wood
With a minimum temperature of 20'C, this was
one of those nights when there were far too
many moths to make it an enjoyable evening.
But the results were impressive: 173 species
(105 species of macromoth) including c.15 Black
Arches (Lymantria monacha\, Mere Wainscot
(Photedes fluxa), Barred Rivulet (Perizoma
bifasciata), Chilo phragmitella (a reedbed
species!) and my first record of Small Emerald
(Hemistola chrysoprasan'a). With AJM, MPS & RPF.

30/07/01 Clipsham Quarrv
Three MV lights were operated on a cool and
clear night. The Small Purple-barred
(Phytometra viridaria) recorded was only the

fourth record from the County in the last 50
years. However, the most exciting record (and
perhaps the main highlight of my year) was of
the Chalk Carpet (Scotopteryx bipunctaria).

There was only one previous county record of
this moth - from the adjacent Pickworth Great
Wood in 1981. This is a moth of chalk and
limestone grassland and I had always thought
this species might be found at Clipsham Quarry!
With JMH, RF and RNHS members.

01/08/01 Ketton Quarrv
A special effort was made survey a wider area
within this otherwise well{rapped site. Whilst a
total of 7 MV and 4 actinic lights were operated
overnight, temperatures dropped to a minimum
of 7'C, which affected results. However, a total
of 142 species (89 species of macromoth) were
recorded. The actinic traps operated in the
beech wood were particularly productive, their
catch including two Barred Hook-tips (Drepana
cultraria). Ariphila inquinatella was also recorded
from what appears to be the only known colony
of this, possibly under-recorded, species. The
real surprise was a Black Arches (Lymantria
monacha), a woodland species, previously only
known from Pickworth Great Wood and
Clipsham Quarry. With RF & JW.

05/08/01 Launde Park Wood
A cool night, but 2 more Satin Beauties
(Deileptenia ribeata), I Butf Footman (Eilema
deplana) and Dioryctria mutatella. With RF.

11108/01 National Moth Niqht
County-wide results will be reported in the next issue.

12108/01 Wardlev Wood
On a mild but breezy night, only 60 species were
recorded. Again, a Black Arches (Lymantia
monacha) proved the surprise of the night. With RF.

13/08/01 Bloodv Oaks Quarrv
A warm an humid night with 2 MV lights
producing 90+ species and a few surprises! With



spindle being present on the reserve, the 4
Yponomeuta plumbella recorded were perhaps
no surprise even though this was the first post-
VCH record of this species. But the 6 Square-
spotted Clay (Xesfla rhomboidea) were a
surprise; this is nationally scarce moth which,
like the Black Arches, is a woodland species,
previously only known from Pickworth Great
Wood and Clipsham Quarry. However, the real
highlight of the night was the first county record
of Sitochroa palealis, a nationally scarce pyralid
moth whose larval foodplant is wild carrot
(Daucus carota). Follow-up searching for the
larvae, which
inhabits a tubular
silken web
amongst the
seed-head of its
foodplant, might
allows its status
in the county to
be better judged
(this moth is also
described as
being a sporadic
migrant). With
RF, AJM & JW.

13/08/01 Rut land Water N.R.
Trapping in the reedbeds and north arm marsh
again produced a good range of species
including many of the reedbed specialities of the
reserve, including 11 Twin-spotted Wainscots
(Archanara geminipuncfa). With RF & JW.

'1 5/08/01 Martinshaw Wood
The only real highlight of the night was the fifth
post-VCH record of Ypsolopha nemorella. With MPS.

17108/01 Warren Hi l ls (Charnwood Lodqe N.R.)
Unfortunately, I couldn't join AJM, MPS and
MTR on the night when they recorded the Heath
Rustic (Xesfra agathina), below:

This is only the second ever record of this moth
from the county (the other being recorded by

Father Desmond Murray in 1955, from the Stoke
Golding area).

17108/01 Warren Hi l ls (Charnwood Lodqe N.R.)
Re-visited with AJM, but the night was cool and
windy and no Heath Rustics were seen. The
Annulet (Charissa obscurata) provided some
consolat ion though.

24108/01 Ketton Quarrv
Three MV lights produced 72 species, including
two Square-spotted Clays (Xesfia rhomboidea).
How can the apparent increasing incidence and
range of this species in the County be
explained? One was also taken on the fol lowing
night in Mark Rossel l 's Melton Mowbray garden.
ls this another indicat ion of global warming
affecting invertebrates, as seen with several
species of "southern" butterflies that have
recent ly been expanding their  range
northwards? With AJM, MTR & HO.

25108/01 Warren Hi l ls (Charnwood Lodqe N.R.)
Two MV l ights were operated on a mi ld and
extremely misty night. The 69 species recorded
included an Angle-str iped Sal low (Enargia
paleacea), 3 Annulets (Charissa obscurata), 42
Hedge Rustics (Tholera cespifis) and an Oak
Nycteoline (Nycteola revayana). But the main
highlight was 5 Heath Rustics (Xesfla agathina),
conf irming the presence of a colony of this moth
at this si te.  Considering the amount of moth
recording that has been carried-out in the
Charnwood Forest area, i t  is surpr is ing that this
species has remained undetected for so long.
With AJM, MPS & RPF.

29/08/01 Warren Hi l ls (Charnwood Lodqe N.R.)
The main target on this night was the Golden-
rod Brindle (Lithomoia solidaginis), previously
known from this area, but not recorded since
1980. A di f ferent tact ic was tr ied: approx. 100
fence posts were sugared in addition to
operat ing two MV l ights.  Whi lst  this species was
not seen, 7 Dark Sword-grass (Agrotis ipsilon)
were recorded at sugar (none at light) and three
more Heath Rustics came to light. With AJM,
MPS and Peter Gamble.

The end of August saw the end of the good
weather and the end of my "summer of moths". I
would like to thank all my fellow recorders who
helped and accompanied me and made this
such an enjoyable experience. I look forward to
similarly productive evenings in the future and
hope that friends unable to join me this year will
be able to do so in the future.

Adrian Russel l
(Photos: Mark Skevington)
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New Hoverfly for Leicestershire

Whilst on a flying visit back to Leicestershire on
the 13th August 2001, I was able to spend a bit
of time looking at a few of the hoverflies in my
parents back garden (3 Chapel Lane, Knighton.
SK596014).  Whi lst  observing the insects
attracted to the flowers of one of several large
clumps of Marjoram, I noticed a large hoverfly
mimicking a wasp. This was instantly
recognisable as being one of two Volucella
species (inanis and zonaria). The yellow
colouration of sternite 2 (as opposed to black)
proved that it was Volucella inanis.
ldentification was helped by the fact that I had
seen the even larger Volucella zonaia in my
back garden in Reading a couple of weeks
earl ier.

The larvae of Volucella inanis live as
ectoparasites of the larvae of social wasps, and
have been recorded in nests of Vespula
germanica, and Vespa crabro. lt is most widely
found in suburban areas and gardens, with a
distribution centering on London, with scattered
records extending along the south coast and up
into Oxfordshire (Ball & Morris 2000). This
record is notable both for being the first record
for Leicestershire, and being about 50km further
north than it has previously been recorded in
Britain. lt is also the 66th species of hoverfly to
be seen in the garden (LESOPS3, LES
Newsletter '10).
Referencel
Ball S.G. & Morris R.K.A 2000 Provisional atlas of British
hoverflies (Diptera, Syrphidae). Huntingdon: Biological
Records Centre.

Ne i lF rankum
(neil@frankum.co.uk)

(Photo: Maggie Frankum)

Nigma puella Nb
A New Spider for Leicestershire

On the 10/06/01 | visited one of my local parks
in west Leicester. Braunstone Park and
surrounds were the estate of the Winstanley
family that was compulsory purchased in the
1920's, with much of the land going for council
housing. This left 168 acres of land around the
former ancestral home to be used as formal
gardens and open space. Although over the
years council  management policies and
vandalism have degraded the park it can still
boast; two lakes, a stream, many old oaks,
formal gardens and areas of scrub with tall herb
and rough grassland.

It was while beating a holly bush at the edge of
an open spinney that a male Nigma puella fell
onto the beating tray. This species presence in
the county came as a bit of a surprise at first,
since on consulting the distribution map for N.
puella from the forthcoming national atlas I
found that most records came from around the
coast with the two nearest places it had been
found being South Wales and Suffolk (both over
a 100 miles away). The habitat for this species is
on bushes and overgrown hedgerows in
gardens, park land and f ield boundaries, so old
suburban and urban parks and gardens
anywhere in the County are worth investigating
for this species.

Two other species collected at the same time
that are worthy of note where Philodromus
collinus and Achaearanea lunata. A male of the
first species was beaten from ornamental
conifers, with two adult females and five sub-
adult males of the second species being taken
from their tangled webs which were found in the
many corners of the walled gardens wall
buttresses.

Jon Daws

Short Notes:

Maggie Frankum recorded the hoverfly
Laruaevora grossa from her Knighton garden on
30th July 2001.

The unmistakable leafhopper Ledra aurita was
recorded on 13th August 2001 whilst moth
trapping at Bloody Oaks Quarry. Does anyone
know the local status of this stranqe lookino
bug?

v



Micromoths New to Leicestershire

Regular garden moth trapping continues to
produce new county records, particularly in
relation to micromoths.

On 25th May 2001 Mark Skevington recorded
the Azalea Leaf
Miner (CaloPtilia
azaleella) from his
Whetstone garden.

As its name
suggests, this moth
mines the leaves of
azaleas, especially Rhododendron simsli.
Although initially feeding internally, the larva
subsequently leaves its mine and makes two
successive cones by rolling the tip of a leaf
downwards, within which it feeds on the
underside. This is another species that has been
expandrng its range northwards in recent years.

Andy Mackay's efforts identifying the
micromoths caught in his Markfield garden MV
trao have been rewarded with no less than 4 first
county records:

On 2nd July 2001 he
recorded two sPecies new
to the countY. FirstlY,
Scythn,s limbella (right)
whose larval foodplants are
orache (AtriPlex) and
goosefoot (ChenoPodium),
and secondly Etainia
decentella whose larval
foodplant is sycamore (Acer
pseudoplatanus).

The third new county record came on Sth July
2001, and was of Olethreutes bifasciana, whose
larva feeds on pine (Pinus).

Then on 15th August 2001 the str ikingly marked
Olethreutes schulziana (below) was recorded.
This moth is described as a mountain and
moorland species also found on lowland heaths.

This and preceding articles in this Newslefter serve
to highlight how new technology can aid the
recording of invedebrates. As the coordinator of the
Lepidoptera Recording Scheme, I have been doing
my best to encourage the recording of micromoths
in the county (in Microlepidoptera terms VC55 is
regarded as one of the least well recorded counties
in the UK), albeit with limited success.

Traditionally, recorders have been encouraged
to retain specimens for identification by others
with the necessary expertise. Unfortunately, my
own expertise in this field is all too limited, so it
was often a case of specimens being posted or
brought to me, these would then be set
(wherever possible) and would join the backlog
of specimens awaiting identification. The inability
to provide recorders with immediate feedback
did little to encourage enthusiasm.

However, this year, new technology has helped
to improve the situation. Recorders having
access to digital cameras (or camcorders) have
been using this equipment to produce digital
images of moths which can then be uploaded to
internet newsgroups (particularly the Yahoo
UKmoths group). Here, other lepidopterists are
only too willing to attempt to identify these
images. In part icular, John Langmaid has been
extremely helpful in identifying most of the
micromoth records referred to in this issue.

Naturally, there are limitations (and dangersl) to
identifying specimens on the basis of
photographs. However, once the potential
significance of a record is identified, the recorder
is then in a position to ensure that the moth is
properly set and retained as a voucher
specimen, as is the case with the species
referred to on this page.

This also highlights another advantage of digital
photography: the fact that a good image can
usually be produced "instantly", i .e. no wait ing
for photographs to be developed (and often then
finding that the photograph hasn't come out).

I am sure that Andy and Mark would both agree
that this has been a great aid to improving their
micromoth identification skills. I would also point
out that the black and white versions of
photographs on this page do not do justice to the
quality of the photographs that they have taken.

I am sure that these new techniques will be used
increasingly in the future as equipment becomes
more affordable and more recorders gain access
to the internet.

tL
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Local  Spider Update
. \\.

Lepthyphanfes insignis Nb in Leicestershire.

This spider ('l female) was first recorded for the
county by Derek Lott from pitfall traps set on a
reclaimed open-cast site at Ravenstone, on the
2610611991. Since then there has been a further
nine records, all except one of single individuals,
with a further five coming from pitfall trap matenal.
The majority of these pitfall traps were set in
arable/ley with one set in heathland adjacent to
permanent pasture, and in the authors opinion
concern dispersing aeronauts. The remaining four
records were collected by hand; two were swept
from the same ride of an ancient woodland just
over three years apart, with the remaining two
records coming from dark subterranean type
habitats.

The latter two records come from 2001, with the
first of these concerning a single female that was
discovered beneath a hollowed-out cast iron flower
holder that was situated at ground level on top of a
concrete grave cover amongst a lush groMh of
Spanish Bluebells and partly shaded by a large
tree. When the flower holder was rolled over the
female was situated in herweb, with two white egg
sacks adjacent to the web stuck to the side of the
flower holder. The second record concerns two
males and five females that were found in a row of
recently constructed drainage culverts in an
extension of an ever increasing Victorian
cemetery. The culverts were about lm x 0.5m and
O 5m deep with water in the bottom, they were all
inter-linked by a pipe at either end.

The pale spiders were collected in the hope that
they were Lesserfia denticlata, but the belief that
they were Lepthyphantes pallidus since they were
not white enough (both species have been taken
from sewer systems in Leicester with the former
species the commoner of the two in this habitat).
The females were taken from their webs made in
the corners of the culverts and the males from
under the manhole covers. Several of the female
webs had white egg sacks adjacent to them, suck
onto the concrete wall of the culverts.

Only two of the line of culverts were investigated
with L. lnsignis being present in both of them, the
other four culverts being left since sufficient
specimens had been collected. In the second

culvert investigated several female pale spiders
close to the bottom of the culvert were left, so this
species seems to have a stable and viable
population.

The above records suggest that this spider lives a
subterranean life style (possibly gregarious in
favourable conditions), with possible affiliations
with woodland and the ability to disperse
successfully over large distances. These
statements are based on relatively few records
and the author would welcome any comments and
observations on this elusive species.

Philodromus collinus Nb from Suburban Habitats

ln L€icestershire P. collinus had mainly been
collected from scrubby situations on limestone
grassland, the ride of a coniferised ancient
woodland site and a ruralchurchyard, all in the far
east of the county. In the late Spring/early Summer
of 2000 a concerted effort was made to collect
further records of Atea sturmi from urban parks
around Leicester, by beating yew and other
conifers. Whilst beating tor A.sturml all other
spiders were potted up for identification later.
Amongst the collection from Monk's Rest (a former
suburban large house and gardens, now a public
park) on the 11106/00 were 4 males and 1 female
P. collinus, which had been collected along with P.
aureolus.

This lead to a rethink of this species distribution
within the county, since it had been assumed that
P. collinus was not only confined to the far east of
the county but also to 'natural' habitats. Several
days later a male P. collinus was collected from
Gilroes cemetery (a Victorian cemetery in
suburban west Leicester) again by beating
conifers. There were two further records for this
species for that year, both from the west of the
county, one from a rural churchyard and the other
from the open ride of a coniferised ancient
woodland site (this latter collection also included a
female P. praedatus).

All the records of this species are from parkland
type habitats (churchyards, scrub mosaics, open
rides, etc.), so it should come as no surprise that
this species has colonised city parks and
cemeteries that contain reasonable amounts of
yews and other conifers. These areas of public
open space mimic this species 'natural' habitat of
parkland and is one that should not be ignored by
arachnologists. The list of other species that have
been collected from Leicesteis city parks also
include Tetragnatha obtusa, Gibberina gibbosa,
Atea sturmi, Cyclosa connica, Hypomma
comutum, Panamops sulcifrons and Pityophantes
phrygianus.

Jon Daws
v



Roesel's Bush-cricket
New to CountY

This species was formerly restricted to the
south-eastern coasts of England. However, in
recent years it has been expanding its. range
further inland and it is now been found to be
resident in the County. lt was discovered at
Rutland Water by John Wright, and there have
apparently been regular sightings (or
"hearings"!), of this species this summer'

The song of Roesel's Bush Cricket is quite

distinctive: the males produce an intensely
penetrat ing and cont inuous, i f  h igh-pi tched'
stridulation in warm weather and often chirp far

into the night i f  the temperature remains high

The sound has been likened to that of an

electrical discharge such as emitted by pylon-

cables in damp weather (Marshal l  & Haes,

1988).  Unfortunately,  this high frequency sound

is inaudible to many people, part icular ly the

elderly.

References:
Marshall ,  J.A. & Haes, E.C.M. (1988)'  Grasshoppers and

Allied lnisects of Great Britain and lreland' Harley Books,

Colchester.

Book Reviews
Eniovinq Moths
by Roy Leverton
Published 2001
tsBN 0856611247
t26.95
T&ADPoyse rL td

The following review is
taken from Amazon.com:
"With a title like enjoYing
moths the author was temPting
likelihood was that it would
accomplished as a claim. Has
succeeded? Most books on

connected with the important task of

identification and this is often the antithesis of

enjoyment. The real enjoyment found by most

entomologists involved with this particular arca -

the Lepidbptera - is in finding the insects' For

many ihe light trap is the first method adopted
but ii is by no means he only one. Roy illustrates
the problems using anecdotes, knowledge and

enthusiasm with chapters on finding larvae and

adults using a variety of methods. All of this is

refreshingly described leaving you with the urge

to get out into the field and try out what you have

read. Also chapters on photographing them and
rearing them gives you ideas on what to do

when you find them. All the way through the

book you feel that the pursuit of these hard to

find by day but extremely attractive insects to be

really enjoyable. To add icing to the cake the
photographs are very clear and bright to wet the

appetite of what is out there. The book

concentrates on the macro moths but this does

not lessen the application of the techniques
used, as they are as applicable to macros as

they are to micros. With the increased popularity

of moths this book helps to fil l the void in the

area of the practicalities of finding Lepidoptera'
The last book on this subject was probably by
Richard Dickson and called 'A Lepidopterist's
Handbook'; first published in 1973 by the AES
this book is stil l available but somewhat dated to

say the least. Roy Leverton should be

cohgratulated on producing a really enjoyable
book that invites the reader to try their hand at

several different methods of finding these
fascinating insects. I can't wait to read it againl"

Leicestershire Moth Group Website

www.pintail-close.freeserve.co u Uvc55mothg roup

Through the considerable efforts of Mark
Skevington, this website was launched in the
Spring of 2001. The site provides information
about:

. lndoor meetings & field events;

. Latest news & site reports'

. Contacts;

. Record submission,

. VC 55 macro and micro lists;

. Links.

Perhaps the most interesting and useful aspect
of the website is the news section. With Mark
updating the site at least once a week, it is
excellent for providing upto-date information
about moth records, including full lists of species
recorded for many moth trapping sessions' All of
this is backed-up with superb photographs of
some of the more interesting moths recorded'
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From The Times, Monday July 30 2001:

b
An insect Holy Grail - The search is
on for Britain's most elusive bug,
says Hugo Rifkind

Bryan Pinchen, the co-ordinator of the mole cricket
working group,
heaves up a wide,
flat rock and peers
beneath. Woodlice
and ground beetles
scurry for cover.
"Typical," he sighs.
'They must be down
there, but they're not
coming up."

b

George Fleming, the retired owner of this balmy
vegetable garden in the north of the New Forest,
is convinced that he spotted a mole cricket here
18 months ago while picking courgettes. This is
Pinchen's second visit to investigate, and he is
not surprised that he can see no sign of one.
The 30-year-old self{aught entomologist has
been hunting for the mole cricket, Britain's most
elusive - and, he maintains, most endearing -
insect for five years. A freelance employee of
English Nature, he is wryly stoical about the fact
that he has yet to find one in the UK.

Only a gram lighter than Britain's smallest bird,
the mole cricket is easily missed as it spends
most of its time up to a metre underground.
Although Pinchen and others l ike him are
convinced the creature still exists here, and may
even be widespread, there have been only four
confirmed sightings in the past 25 years.

English Nature put the insect on the list of rare
and threatened species in 1994 and set up the
working group - consisting of Pinchen, an
English Nature project officer and interested
parties from the Natural History Museum - to
assess the insect's survival. In particular they
wish to establish why it is still common in parts
of mainland Europe and the Channel lslands,
but seems to be diminishing here.

With its slightly furry carapace and mole-like
front legs, the mole cricket has an almost
mammalian air. The length of a little finger, it has
two pairs of wings. "l have never seen one fly,"
says Pinchen. "l'm sure they can, but don't

bother. They're pretty big so it's a lot of effort to
get about."

The crickets nest underground, building golf
ball-sized chambers that they fill with up to 50
eggs, which closely resemble cod-liver oil
tablets. Unusually for an insect, the mother
cricket not only protects the eggs but is also
believed to spend time with the young before
they disperse.

The most fascinating thing about the insect,
however, is its song. Only the male sings,
rubbing its wings together to produce a shrill
chirrup, much like the song of the nightjar. But
unlike grasshoppers and other crickets, which
sing in the open air, the song of the mole cricket
is inaudible unless performed in a special ly
made singing chamber, constructed within its
network of tunnels. Amplified by this
subterranean auditorium and escaping through
tunnels to the surface, the song can carry for up
to 1km.

Pinchen has heard the song only once, from a
captured foreign specimen he was keeping in a
box in his bedroom. "lt was a hot, sticky summer
evening, and it started up out of the blue at
about 6pm. I spent the night phoning the rest of
the working group, saying 'listen to this'."
There are various theories about the mole
cricket's decline. lt prefers to live in damp,
slightly disturbed, soil, and such habitats have
been under threat from improved drainage and
the increased use of pesticide and fertilisers.
Most damaging has been the decline of worked
gardens and allotments and the rise of patios.
As a result, likely sites for colonies are few and
far between.

In his garage Pinchen keeps four plastic
containers, each housing a mole cricket
captured in The Netherlands, where the insect is
still common. Here he studies their diet. and
hopes to be able to get them to breed. "So far
they won't go near each other," he says. "l have
a friend in Holland who collected his with me on
the same day from the same place. His are at it
like rabbits."

In his kitchen he puts a specimen in the palm
of his hand. The insect drags itself along and
pushes apart Pinchen's closed fingers with its
strong, oversized front legs. On reaching his
thumb it stops, gazing into the photographer's

lens. 'They don't do that
normally," says Pinchen,
delighted. "lt must be posing."

Mole cricket sightings should be
repofted to Bryan Pinchen, co-
ordinator, Mole Cricket Working
Group, 7 Brookland Close,
Pe nn i ngton, Ly m i ngton, H am p sh i re
5041 8JE. e-mail:
fo rfic u I a@l i n e o n e. n et.

can. but don't
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Winter Programme 2001 102
All indoor meetings are held at Holly Hayes,216 Birstall Road, Birstall,
starting at 7.30 p.m. Exhibits are welcome and refreshments are included.

Thursday 11th October 2001 lndoor Meeting: Members Evening
Bring along your exhibits, slides and tell us about your 2001
season.

Thursday 15th November 2001 Indoor Meeting: Results of Fieldwork on the
Leicestershire Nature Reserves
Various speakers providing feedback on survey work carried
out at the Trust Reserves that were the focus fieldwork in
2QQ1: Narborough Bog and the Launde Woods.

Thursday 6th December 2001 Annual General Meeting
Mince pies wil l be served!

Thursday 1Oth January 2002 Indoor Meeting: Leicestershire Craneflies
John Kramer
Our secretary wil l be speaking on this interesting group as well
as looking at topics such as site evaluation.

Thursday 1Sth February 2OO2 Indoor Meeting: Annual Moth Recorders Meeting
Whilst open to all members, the main focus of the meeting will be
moths: discussion of previous yeais results, exhibits & plans for
2002.

Thursday 14th" March 2002 Indoor Meeting: Insect Photography Workshop
A chance to discuss photography tips, techniques and
equipment, including digital photography. There are no fixed
speakers, the aim being to draw-upon the expertise within the
Society. This is a topic that regularly crops-up at indoor
meetings, so this should provide either an opportunity to share
your knowledge, or to learn more about the subject.

*

Looking for adviGd or infofmation?
The following are willing to act as an initial point of contact for providing advice and information to
members. As vou will see, this list is far from complete - lf you think you can help, please let us know.
Coleootera Derek l-ott, Holly Hayes; 216 Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicester LE4 4DG

Telephone: 0116 267 1950 Email: dlott@leics.qov.uk
Diptera John Kramer, 31 Ash Tree Road, Oadby, Leicester LE2 sTE

Telephone: 0116 271 6499 Email: ik@chezeiog.demon.co.uk
Hymentoptera (Bees) Maggie Frankum, 3 Chapel Lane, Knighton, Leicester LE2 3WF

Teleohone: 0116 270 5833
Lepidoptera Adrian Russell, 15 St. Swithin's Road, Leicester LEs 2GE

Telephone: 0116 241 5101 Email: adrian@wainscot.demon.co.uk
Leics. Moth Grouo website: www.pintail-close.freeserve.co.ul</vcSSmothqroup

Biological Recording
(and other orders)

Darwyn Sumner, Holly Hayes, 216 Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicester LE4 4DG
Telephone: 0116 267 1950 Email:  dsumner@leics.gov.uk
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