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the poor summer of 2007 has on the number of
black hairstreaks in 2008.

Black Hairstreak survey of
Luffenham Heath Golf Course
(SK9502) 2007

We would like to thank the Luffenham Heath
Golf Club committee and members for there
kind permission allowing us to carry out this
survey.

This year the Survey was carried out solely by
Lenny Holton and the dates of the survey are
as follows.

Harry Ball
Glen McPhail

17/06/07: This was the only day that Black
Hairstreaks were positively identified. Two
th
were seen behind the 16 hole and one in the
th
area of the 13 tee (see map in Newsletter 36
for the location of holes etc.). Lenny noted that
the butterflies were in good condition and so
had not long been on the wing. The weather
was reasonably warm with intermittent sun with
slight to no wind.
24/06/07: No butterfly records. The Weather
was poor with rain and wind.
30/06/07: There was one possible sighting of a
th
Black Hairstreak near the 7 tee. This is one
spot where the butterfly should be seen as
there is a good stand of blackthorn but they
always seem to elude us.
07/07/07 and 08/07/07: No Black Hairstreaks
were seen. The weather on both days was
reasonable with sun and a slight breeze. Lenny
thought that the flight time of the butterfly may
have been over for the year.
The number of Black Hairstreaks seen this
year is far fewer than in 2006 (6 visits over the
period 18/06/06 – 09/07/06 with 38 Black
Hairstreak recorded). The weather this year
was particularly bad during the butterfly’s flight
period. This may have contributed to the lower
number seen. The weather was often wet
during the flight period, the main reason for
fewer trips to the golf course being made,
which also contributed to the poor number of
records. It will be interesting to see what affect
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Short-winged Cone-head
(Conocephalus dorsalis) in Rutland
th

Thursday morning, 13 September 2007
9.35am. 22ºC. 3/8 clouds, force 1, dry, warm.
Hambleton Peninsular Road, just at the bottom
of the hill, 0.2 of a mile from the small car park.
On the right hand verge (north east), in tall
grasses, with seeding Rose Bay Willow Herb.
I had just dropped our son’s dog off at the
kennels in Hambleton, and was cruising down
the hill from the village. I had the bat detector
out of the drivers’ window, and suddenly picked
up the stridulations of a Roesel’s Bush Cricket.
Pulling up and parking on the verge next to the
footpath entrance towards south arm 111, I got
out and walked along the verge opposite.
Another Roesel’s, then stridulation from a Long
winged-Conehead. Great stuff, a new area for
these two! Then, suddenly, another stridulation
stopped me in my tracks. A few minutes
studying this new sound: The adrenalin started
to pump! This is the moment I had been
predicting, and a challenge to identify when it
eventually arrived here in Rutland. The song
was a chuffing noise, similar to the Long
winged-Conehead, but (and here is the critical
id point) the phrases ending in a ticking noise,
described as a fishing reel, or the old knife
grinders wheel. This was just like separating
Blackcap/Garden Warbler, Reed/Sedge

On Saturday morning, 15th September, my
daughter and I revisited the verge, and I linked
the bat detector to my Tascam recorder.
Mandy then took my photograph, as I recorded
the stridulations for further proof. The verge
was also photographed, and the two captive
males were released at the site. Map
reference, with GSP: SK 89206 08052.
Elevation: 84m.
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The sightings will be recorded for Rutland
Natural History Society, and I will send the
evidence in due course to Dr. Peter Sutton, the
co-ordinator of the National Orthoptera
Recording Scheme.

Maggie & Roy Frankum
3 Chapel Lane, Knighton,
Leicester LE2 3WF
Telephone: 0116 270 5833
royfrankum@tiscali.co.uk

Note: My two predictions for species future
colonisation of Rutland were: Short wingedConehead and Great Green Bush Cricket,
Tettigonia viridissima.

Consultant Entomologist

Philip Rudkin
Orthoptera Recorder for Rutland and the
Rutland Water nature reserves
th
16 September 2007.

Derek Lott
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Mission Accomplished!
Newsletter Editor:
Frank Clark
4 Main Street,
Houghton on the Hill,
Leicester LE7 9GD
Telephone: 0116 243 2725
Email ClrFlea@aol.com

My wife and grandson Toby had gone
shopping, our daughter busy around the house.
So, I phoned Francis and Gill Chiverton, and at
12.15pm, I was picked up in Francis’s Land
Rover, and off we went to the Hambleton
Peninsular Road.
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Monday afternoon on the 17 September 2007
the wind was northwest,strong (force 4), cold,
overcast but dry. However, we heard a brief
stridulation from a Long winged-Conehead in
the tall grasses on the verge. Our mission
was to find a female Short winged-Conehead.
We stopped at the exact spot where I had
discovered the latter last Thursday morning.
All quiet! I did not take the temperature, but it
must have been about 10ºC. Then, suddenly

Warbler by their songs. By now you will have
probably guessed what it is: Yes, the Short
winged-Conehead, Conochephalus dorsalis is
in Rutland!
Photographs were taken indoors, and are not
fantastic, but good enough for identification.
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a male Short winged-Conehead commenced
singing. Gill and Francis immediately
detected the similarity, but also the difference
between the stridulations of the two
coneheads.

Update on the Chinchbug
(Ischnodemus sabuleti)
Further to the article in the Newsletter 37 on
the finding of the thin elongated brown ground
bug (Ischnodemus sabuleti) at Priory Water,
the following notes give a further review of the
records for the species in the county and
support the expectation that in the Midlands it
has become a widespread species in the
appropriate habitat.

A 20 minutes search resulted in my capture of
a male, and a few minutes later, the master
catcher, Francis, caught the one we wanted, a
female. What a relief! Well done, Francis!
The female’s ovipositor is an important aid to
identification, it is up-curved. We spent the
next half hour walking along the fishermen’s
track, and finding large numbers of Speckled
Bush Crickets, at 35 kHz on the bat detector:
many in Ash, Hawthorn, and Blackthorn. A
Chiffchaff called in the bushes, and then
started singing.
Just before we left, we walked over to the
verge again and heard a Long wingedConehead stridulating. Francis spotted it, as it
sat vertically along a grass stem. We watched
transfixed as the wings rubbed together, and
rattled out the song. It was yet another
macropterous form.
Conclusion: I took the photographs outside in
the garden, with my grandson on guard (should
they make a hop for freedom). The images
are much better, and I will send the
photographs of male and female, and the
recording, as evidence, to Dr. Peter Sutton.
This will also make interesting reading for
RNHS in the November newsletter.

This phytophagous species often gathers in
large numbers at the base of plants such as
phragmites, reedgrass, Juncus and Typhus
within the dead leaf litter in marshy sites. They
over-winter both as adults and instars in this
type of habitat but in later summer will move
out and can then be found in drier zones. The
easiest way of finding them is to search the leaf
sheaths and base litter of these host plants.
Low sweeping at the edges of the marshy area
may also produce a few specimens by early
summer. To the untrained eye some individuals
may be thought to be immature instars but the
species produces adults with varying levels of
wing development. Probably the most common
forms will be equally the micropter (small
vestigial wings) and macropter (fully winged)
with the brachypter (half winged) being less
frequent.
The earlier records were that nationally the
species was only known from a handful of sites
prior to 1893 in Kent and Surrey. These were
of the smaller subspecies (I sabuleti quadratus)
and this form still persists in Kent. The larger
sub species (I sabuleti sabuleti) is the northern
form which has expanded its range and is now
widespread, extending further northwards than
Leicestershire. The smaller form is to be
generally found in the Mediterranean inhabiting
dryer dune systems.
Within Leicestershire and Rutland the species
has been recorded from Stanford Reservoir in
the south, Narborough Bog in the south west,
Lockington Marshes and Donisthorpe in the
north west, Exton Park in the north east and
Horn in Rutland. These records were made
during the 1980s. The wider extent of the
species in the region is reflected by the
author’s records from Lincolnshire as far east
as Wash near Skegness, and from Derbyshire
in the Trent Valley through the centre of the
county to Chesterfield and on to Sheffield;
eastwards to Bolsover and into
Nottinghamshire at various sites in the Clumber
Park. The species is also well recorded in east
Yorks. This expansion of range has obviously
taken place since the mid 1900s since the
account by Bedwell (1945) on the county
distribution of the British Heteroptera lists

Short-Winged Cone-head

Philip Rudkin
th

18 September 2007.

Phil Rudkin also sent me a record for a colony
of Slender Ground Hoppers (Tetrix subulata)
found at Sauvey Castle (Grid ref. SK 78866
05228).
Frank Clark (Ed.)
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several counties in the south but with the most
northerly only as far as Bedfordshire.
As this is a fairly unmistakeable bug it would
useful for members to look for casual records
so as to expand the database coverage. The
photograph from the last account is re-printed
here as it nicely illustrates both micropterous
and macropterous individuals.
Reference:
Bedwell, E.C. (1945) The county distribution of
the British Hemiptera-Heteroptera. Ent. mon.
Mag. 81, 153-273.

Dave Budworth

Anisostica 19-punctata with I. sabuleti

Book Reviews
Watching British Dragonflies
Steve Dudley, Caroline Dudley and
Andrew Mackay.
Subbuteo Natural History Books 2007.
ISBN 978-1-905268-04-7. 342pp. £27.50
SB.

I.sabuleti showing both micropterous and
macropterous and forms
In addition to Dave Budworth’s records for I.
subuleti I received a record from Howard
Bradshaw who recorded it at St Mary’s Mills on
th
June 19 2007. I also received records from
Warwickshire from Brian Mitchell. Clearly this
species is more widespread in the midlands
than I had supposed.
Howard Bradshaw also sent me a photograph
of I. sabuleti which also showed the water
ladybird (Anisostica 19-punctata). I must
confess that I have not come across this
species of ladybird. Is it common in VC55? If
any member knows I would be interested in
having the records.
Frank Clark (Ed.).
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This is a birdwatcher-style book on dragonflies.
It differs from other dragonfly books in having
an essential identification section with accurate
illustrations and a section where all of the
damselflies and dragonflies are illustrated side
by side for comparison. The book also contains
chapters on where to find dragonflies with clear
maps and information. It also has an extensive
gazetteer, organised by county. A very useful
field identification aid.

Atlas of the Millipedes (Diplopoda)
of Britain and Ireland.

Psychoides filicivorum

Paul Lee. Published by Pensoft, Sofia
2007. ISBN 954642-277-0. £37 hbk.

Early autumn of 2006 Dave Grundy, from the
Wyre Forest Moth Group, invited us to join him
on a leaf, mining course run by Norman Lowe
in South Wales. The day was divided in two
parts, a practical session searching for material
and an indoor session using the various keys.
Almost at the end of the day Norman asked us
if anyone had seen the feedings of the Tineid
Psychoides verhuella before. None of us had
so as he just happened to have a small colony
in his garden we went to have a look.

This atlas presents the results of 30 years data
collection by members of the British Myriopoda
and Isopoda group, producing 47,000 records
for the 62 British species. Many species are
illustrated with colour photographs by the late
Steve Hopkins. Expensive at £37 but a must
have for those interested in this order.

River Cottage Handbook No 1.
Mushrooms
John Wright introduced by Huge FearnleyWhittingstall. Bloomsbury, London 2007,
£12.99 hbk. ISBN 978074 7589327.
I have included this book in the book reviews
partly because there are a large number of
invertebrates associated with fungi. The book
is divided into five parts, Starting out, Edible
Species, Poisonous Species, Recipes and The
End which gives useful addresses and further
reading. The book is superbly illustrated, and,
for someone like me who knows very little
about fungi, gives hope of at least being able to
identify a few species. The author stresses
however that no one fungi book should be used
when identifying fungi particularly if one intends
to eat them. I would be interested to know what
our fungi experts think of this book.

Since then I have been looking for this species
in VC55 with no luck whatsoever. So it was
quite a surprise to find a garden in Quorn with
Hartstongue Fern Phyllitis scolopendrium
absolutely infested with what looked similar but
not quite the same as the P. verhuella feedings
that Norman had shown us. There are only two
species in the Psychoides group, verhuella and
filicivora so after checking photographs of
larval feedings on the British Leafminers and
on UK Moths web site filicivora was looking to
be favourite. Indeed Psychoides filicivora it
was, the fern in question was Hartstongue Fern
Phyllitis scolopendrium.
Although we must assume, but cannot be
entirely sure, the species was introduced with
the food plant. The ferns had been planted in
the garden some 30+ years ago and so it is
impossible to know where exactly the larvae
came from. I decided to post this observation
on the Yahoo internet discussion group for the
VC55Moths Leics. & Rutland Moth Group, and
stated that it may be worth others looking on
similar clumps of fern. Less than 24 hours later
Maggie and Roy Frankum replied saying they
had found a nice little colony happily feeding
away on an assortment of fern varieties in their
Leicester garden.
P. filicivora was first found in Ireland in 1909
and the first published record for England was
in Bournemouth in 1940.
Both of the
Psychoides species can be found throughout
the year. So members who have internet
access, it would be worth while looking up the
photos on the web sites mentioned of both
species and checking suitable looking sites for
P. filicivora. It looks like this is another first
th
record for VC55. On the 26 December 2007 I
found many active larval feedings in Ticknall
Lime Yards, Derbyshire. This also looks to be a
first for Derbyshire subject to confirmation.
References
The Moths and Butterflies of Great Britain and
Ireland Vol 2 Heath et al Harley Books 1985.

Frank Clark (Ed.).
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British Leafminers
leafmines.co.uk/

web

site

http://www.

UK Moths web site http://www.ukmoths.org.uk/

Graham Finch

•
•
•

Tinea pellionella
A small colony of Tinea pellionella, The CaseBearing Clothes Moth were found munching
their way through the red, white and green
woollen and felt parts of a collection of leather
hoods used for falconry on Christmas day the
larva looking very festive in their red, green and
white portable cases.

Graham Finch

LEICESTERSHIRE
ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Report to committee members on the
proceedings of a meeting of the Partnership for
Environmental Protection Data Network Group
th
held at Holly Hayes December 17 2007.
The following paragraph is extracted from a
document sent out in September in which the
LES was invited to attend.
The Data Network Group to lead on the
collection, sharing and organisation of data
especially with regard to the Leicestershire and
Rutland Historic Environment Record and the
Leicestershire
Environmental
Resources
Centre; it will consist of representatives of the
HER and LERC and those of the local
recording groups and societies with interest in
the historic and natural environment. It will
meet at least once during the year. Both
groups will report back to the Annual Board
Meeting in September of each year in terms of
progress and items to note or discuss.
This was the first meeting of this kind
concerning local government staff, and
interested amateur geologists, archaeologists
and naturalists who are particularly involved in
planning and recording issues in Leicester,
Leicestershire and Rutland. Out of the18
attendees, interests seemed to be divided fairly
evenly.
The majority of the session, was taken by two
reports
plus
a
Power-point
delivery;
unfortunately this left very little time for actual
discussion.
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Richard Clark – report on Data for
historical records for HER (Historic
Environmental Records).
Darwyn Sumner – report on behalf of
Leicestershire Records Centre for NBN
(National Biodiversity Network).
John Robinson – Power point
presentation on the mapping of
historical land use to present day for
Historic Landscape Characterisation.

These three presentations were, interesting
and well informed, but possibly not essential to
some attendees. Unfortunately Richard Clark
did take the best part of an hour going into far
too much detail for this meeting. This in turn
put a limit on following opportunities for other
points that needed to be raised. This was
evident particularly when Graham and Darwyn
had their opportunity to put forward the
ecological issues. These were cut short and no
time was given for an explanation of the charts
that Darwyn had provided, this left certain
individuals wondering what was the point of the
charts in the first place. In some ways it is
reassuring that we were invited to represent
our chosen groups but I think interest will
decline if the subjects we feel strongly about
are not given a good airing. There will only be a
certain number of meetings of this type (and
we seem to have had several within the last
eighteen months or so) that many will be willing
to give up time for.
From a personal point of view, one the most
important points that arose from the afternoon
was that any subsequent meetings ought to be
divided into the two main interests these could
be Archaeology and then Geology/Ecology.
This is not a split defining a conflict of interests
but these subjects need to be dealt with by the
relative experts in their field. This would mean
two meetings, which could be either on the
same day i.e. morning and afternoon sessions
or separate days. This obviously involves more
time and commitment by the organisers, but if
these issues are thought important enough,
then it would be time well spent. Naturally all
participants should be given the option of
attending both meetings. If non-professional
input is valued then the above comments
should be taken seriously, as a certain amount
of time and expense needs to be considered by
various parties as to whether to continue to
attend these meetings.
Appreciating
ecology all
situation we
convenience
should take
attending.

that archaeology, geology and
work together to provide the
have today I feel that for the
of the LES the ecology issues
precedence as our reason for

One of the overlying reasons we were there
was to discuss the current state and future
prospects of invertebrate recording in the
county. We have a broad body of a majority of
non-professional and a few professional natural
history recorders in VC55. These in turn
provide the most accurate and up to date
survey information anyone could wish for and
it’s all for free! Surely this expertise on species
recording coupled with expertise in analysis
and in collating these data at the Records
Centre at Holly Hayes needs to be put to some
beneficial use. We have already made it clear
that a publication in the form of the late
Leicestershire Recorder would be a start and
most welcome, but this acts as a general
feedback information source only. We should
by now be in a position to produce a vast
selection of either web-based and/or hard copy
publications. By working together we should be
producing such items regarding local Red Data
species, VC55 Species lists, SSSI species
lists, county trust reserve and parks’ lists.
Summaries and distribution maps of the
scarcer species, an important habitat register
etc. the “list” goes on. We should be
highlighting habitat preferences for fragile local
species and supplying this to the parties
involved for the drawing up and implementation
of management plans.

from the Leicestershire Wildlife Trust. It’s quite
possible most of the records that are used in
the various data sets, are records from the
Trust reserves, making a trust presence at
these meetings crucial if things are going to
improve. If there are, any personal issues
involved here that keep the Trust away they
really need to be overcome.

All this may sound like a personal gripe, but
these are the topics that are raised time and
time again within the recording community.
There needs to be a committed and positive
response on these issues. After all, part of the
title of the group is Data Network Group, this
to me is the description of the group. The “Data
Network” implies there is a free flow of
information but at the moment there seems to
be one-way traffic at the present. Not everyone
has the luxury of being available during
weekdays, and this is one of the reasons we
need this information to be available and
hardcopy is the best way to reach everyone.

Obituary - Jane McPhail

There are tens of thousands of records per
annum being entered on the records centre
database, but very little being directed back to
the recorders. Providing data for inclusion on
the NBN Gateway may well be the way to go in
the grand scheme of things, but this just
leapfrogs over local recorders who are
providing the information in the first place. The
NBN Gateway, apart from being far from user
friendly seems to have certain inaccuracies;
these need correcting. Local recorders need to
be involved in exactly what is going into the
NBN Gateway and not just expected to carry
on square bashing for little return.
At previous recorder days there has been a
noticeable absence of input and/or attendance
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I was hoping some of these issues would get
the chance to be raised, but due to
circumstances there was not time. The need
for a more structured agenda is paramount,
maybe with a particular set of issues per
meeting.
If this meeting was primarily an opportunity to
get individuals together and see who is who,
then it worked to a point. All in all the meeting
has the potential to help with the knowledge of
our flora and fauna by involving all who are
interested, provided there is sufficient feedback
and by working together we stand a chance of
achieving this. We are looking forward to the
next meeting, scheduled for March (date to be
arranged) 2008.

Graham Finch

It is with great sadness that we record the
passing of one of the Society’s founders and
stalwarts. Jane died at the end of October
after several months of deteriorating health.
She will be remembered as one of the county’s
most talented naturalists with a keen
enthusiasm for the impact of man’s activities on
our ecology. A biologist and a teacher by
training she pursued both activities with vigour
up until a few weeks before her death. When
she started moth trapping in the early 1980s, it
was only a matter of time before she not only
became expert in identifying macro-moths but
also probably initiated the current massive
interest in the micros when the LES published
her opus magnum “Provisional Atlas of the
Leicestershire Microlepidoptera” (LESOPS 7;
1993). Botany was, however, her primary
passion (much as it was for her late sister
Margaret) which she used so effectively in her
professional career at Holly Hayes. She will be
greatly missed by her many friends and
colleagues many of whom will have fond
memories of her incredibly excellent cherry
cake! The loss to her family is immeasurable
and our heartfelt sympathy and support go to
them.

Indoor programme for Autumn-Winter 2007-2008
17 January 2008

Roger Morris

Diptera

21 February 2008

‘In Search of Dragons and
Damsels’

Steve Cham will give a digital
presentation of his favourite
insects.

13 March 2008

‘Insects through camera
and microscope’

Mick Chaplin will give a
digital presentation of insects
and other invertebrates
complete with video clips and
sound.

17 April 2008

‘Apart from dragonflies’

Steve Houghton will present
digital images of the other
insects he encounters whilst
searching for dragon and
damsels in Leicestershire
and Rutland.

Meetings at held at Holly Hayes Environment and Heritage Centre, 216 Birstall Road,
Birstall, Leicestershire LE4 4DG 7:15 pm for 7:30 pm start.

Looking for information?
The following are willing to act as an initial point of contact for providing advice and
information to members. As you will see, this list is far from complete – If you think you can
help, please let us know.
Coleoptera
Diptera
Hymenoptera
Lepidoptera
Biological Recording

Derek Lott, 5 Welland Road, Barrow on Soar, Leicestershire LE12
8NA Email: Derek@lott.fsnet.co.uk
John Kramer, 31 Ash Tree Road, Oadby, Leicester LE2 5TE
Tel. 0116 271 6499. Email: johnkramer@tiscali.co.uk
Maggie Frankum, 3 Chapel Lane, Knighton, Leicester LE2 3WF
Tel. 0116 270 5833. Emai:l royfrankum@tiscali.co.uk
Adrian Russell, 15 St Swithin’s Road, Leicester LE5 2GE.
Tel. 0116 241 5101. Email: Adrian@wainscot.demon.co.uk.
Darwyn Sumner, Holly Hayes, 216 Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicester
LE4 4DG. Tel. 0166 267 1950. Email:dsumner@leics.gov.uk
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