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Leafhopper

reaches Rutland

During a moth trapping session on 5 August 2011 at
Ketton Working Quarry, in the Grange Top area, two
individuals of the large leafhopper Ledra aurita were
found (well after midnight). Both individuals were
actually inside the traps sitting on the egg boxes. Not
at all a typical looking leafhopper - more like a
miniature Duck-billed Platypus - with a flattened,
slightly concave shovel-like “head”. The pronotum has
two large ear-like projections. This curious looking
beast is more likely to be found in the deciduous
woodlands of south-east England, where it prefers
lichen-covered oaks. The Ketton site, on the other
hand, is the edge of a working limestone quarry. The
actual site is a wide access track with an associated
rich limestone grassland flora, albeit alongside a
woodland edge. Woodland consists mainly of Ash,
Birch, Beech, Hawthorn and Hazel, there are Oaks, but
not of any real size. The record was sent to Dr Alan J
A Stewart of the Auchenorrhyncha Recording Scheme
of Great Britain and Ireland and I am grateful for his
comments, which are posted in full below.

Who’s a pretty boy,
then? Two views
of Ledra aurita:
This is the only
member of the
subfamily Ledrinae
in Europe. Length
13 - 18 mm.
Photos: Graham
Finch

“Many thanks for this interesting record. As you
say, it’s a rather unusual habitat for this species,
so I can only assume that it has come from one of
the nearby oaks. It’s remarkable that the vast
majority of records for this species are from moth
traps, so they can obviously fly without any
difficulty. The location is quite a way north, as you
say, although I suspect that its usual appearance
in moth traps means that it is rather underrecorded.”
Our dot is not as yet on the attached map, but you can
see we are right on the northern limit of its range. Also
worth noting that a large proportion of sightings for L.
aurita are from specimens attracted to moth lights. The
only other record for this species in VC55 is from Peter
Gamble in his Quorn garden 20 August 2009, again
from his moth trap [+Sapcote, Aug 2011 - Ed.].

Distribution map
extracted
from
www.ledra.co.uk
on 10 Aug 2011.
Triangles = pre1960, circles = post
1960. A few dots
remain to be added,
in addition to the
Ketton
record.
With thanks to
Alan Stewart.

The superb recording scheme
www.ledra.co.uk/index.html

website

is

Graham Finch
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Editorial
2011 has certainly been an odd year for insects.
Despite plenty of warm, sunny weather and some early
appearances reported in British Wildlife, the variety
and quantity of insects in VC55 was generally much
lower than I expected. I have spent many hours in good
habitat and favourable weather, yet butterflies,
dragonflies and and other insects have been scarce.
The only Longhorn beetle that has been common this
year is the little Grammoptera ruficornis. With the
notable exception of Episyrphus balteatus, hoverflies
have generally been in short supply, even on favourites
such as Angelica. Perhaps the drought and two
previous cold winters have had an effect - of course it
is very difficult, if not impossible, to nail down the
actual reason.
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On the other hand, solitary bees and wasps seem to
have done very well. It is true that I have been looking
harder for them this year, to support Helen Ikin’s
survey, nonetheless their numbers at some sites have
been spectacular. In the spring, the steep banks in
Bradgate Park, near Newtown Linford, were humming
with various mining species of Andrena and their
Nomada parasites. On 17 April, we made a memorable
visit to Morley Quarry in Shepshed, where the eroding
soil on top of the rock face was riddled with holes, with
dozens of insects (especially Nomada goodeniana and
its host Andrena nigroaenea) visible at one time.
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Seven-spot Ladybirds, curiously, were not bothered
by the cold winter and continued to be active. Aphid
numbers were also high in early summer, so I did
wonder if ladybirds might again (like 1976) build up
into a “plague”. Another insect that many members
may have noticed for the first time this year is the Bee
Fly Bombylius major. It looks like a small bumble-bee,
but has a much quicker, darting flight, very spindly
legs, and an extraordinarily long proboscis. Previously,
I had glimpsed one or two locally, but they seemed to
be everywhere this spring.
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Sadly, I have had to include obituaries for two
members in this newsletter: Eva Penn-Smith and Derek
Lott, both of whom made significant contribution to
insect conservation, in their different ways.
If you are thinking that there are too many articles by
Steve Woodward and his side-kick “Ed” - then I agree.
I am grateful to the other regular contributors, but
surely other members see some insects worth
Bee Fly Bombylius major has been reporting? I look forward to more contributions next
a familiar insect this spring. Photo: time.
Steve Woodward

Steve Woodward
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Murderers look out - LES is on the case

To whom it may concern,

An email appeal for help found its way to the LES,
which is reproduced opposite.

My name is Helen Godfrey and I am a Ph.D student at
the University of Central Lancashire in Preston. I am
part of the School of Forensic and Investigative
Sciences - Forensic Genetics Group. My research aims
to identify UK Calliphoridae species through the use
of genetics.

Some of us have
already been in contact
with Helen and have
been collecting flies
for her using a simple
home-made trap (see
below).

As several Calliphoridae species are the first to be
attracted to a decomposing body, their presence and
age at a crime scene can be used in forensic
investigations to estimate the post mortem interval.
The main problem in this field is the difficulty in
identifying
species
using
morphological
characteristics. Closely related species, fragmented
samples and egg and larval specimens are very difficult
to identify. It is hoped that the use of genetics to
identify these species will overcome these issues.

Accurate identification
is a laudable aim, but I
do wonder where this
approach
to
identification
is
leading
will A Calliphorid fly (bluebottle). Photo:
identifications
by Steve Woodward
skilled amateurs using
the traditional keys (i.e. counting bristles on forehead,
etc) no longer be trusted?

My project involves conducting DNA sequencing
experiments in order to find regions which differ
between species and can be used for identification
purposes. So far I have collected data from 9 different
regions, some of which look very promising.

The top and bottom of a 2 litre plastic
bottle are cut off, then the inverted
bottom is fixed over the top. The
lower part of the trap is an inverted
pot, like a CD container or plant pot,
with a large hole to accept the bottle
and smaller holes in the side to admit
the flies. The flies are attracted by
rotting meat. Emptying the trap is
delightful! Photo: Helen Ikin

The main problem I have, is that my sample set is quite
small and thus, I have a very limited idea of the true
level of genetic variation that exists between species.
I am e-mailing you to ask if you and your members
would be willingly to collect specimens this summer
to form part of my sample set. If required, I can provide
you with collection packs. All samples, (not just
Calliphoridae species) will be gratefully received.

Ed.
Glass tubes for sale

Many thanks for taking the time to read this e-mail.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any
further information.

At a meeting a year-or-so ago, there was a discussion
about the availability of little glass collecting/storage
tubes - the kind that clink in our pockets when we are
out, then roll around on our desks (then usually onto
the floor) when we are in. We never seem to have
enough! There were mutterings about the high price
demanded by Watkins and Doncaster, and the
difficulty of obtaining them elsewhere.
I have made a (personal) bulk
purchase of four popular
sizes. They have flat bottoms
and come with polythene
push-on stoppers. The sizes
and prices are as follows
(approx half the W&D price).
Buyer collects - I will bring
them to meetings.

Dia

Height

Per 10

9

38

£1.50

12

38

£1.50

12

50

£1.50

18

50

£2.50

Kind Regards,
Helen Godfrey, Ph.D Student HGodfrey@uclan.ac.uk
DB254 - Darwin Building, School of Forensic and
Investigative Sciences, University of Central
Lancashire, Preston PR1 2HE. Tel: 01772 894370

Steve Woodward
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Hymenoptera and other insect collections
at CRC, Barrow

in there that we do not know about. Listing all the
specimens and their details is a long and precise task,
but well worth doing.

The County Council’s Collections Resources Centre
(CRC) at Barrow houses an impressive reference
collection of British insects. Michael Archer, author
of the 1990 paper on the Aculeate Solitary Wasps and
Bees of Leicestershire, donated a large number of
specimens to CRC, to enhance the Aculeate section of
the Hymenoptera collection. Work was started by
Rupert Simms on incorporating these into the main
collection and I have now completed this task, as a
volunteer. Most of the specimens, except the very large
ones, are in unit trays within the drawers. All
specimens are now pinned into plastazote, rather than
cork. There are still some unidentified specimens from
various collectors’ store boxes that are not yet
incorporated into the main collection.

Checklists have been fixed inside the Aculeate cabinet
doors with species represented in the collection being
highlighted. Drawer numbers are listed against the
species. This should make specimens easy to locate
and allow the collection to be accessible to everyone,
especially beginners who are not familiar with the
checklist order. I would welcome your comments and
suggestions if you happen to make use of the Aculeate
collection.
There are, of course, some gaps in the species present,
but altogether it makes an impressive sight. Bees and
wasps are particularly attractive as pinned specimens,
since they lose very little of their coloration and shape.
Many of the specimens are from the county, including
those from Jenny Owen’s
garden Malaise trap that
Michael Archer identified
over 25 years (see Book
Reviews).

Derek Lott did an immense
amount of work on the
Coleoptera collection. The
rest of the Coleoptera, the
Hemiptera, small orders and
now the Diptera have come
under the expert eye of Steve
Lane, late of Coventry
Museum. As we know, the
Lepidoptera collections have
been reorganised by Graham
Finch and Andy Mackay but
money may not be available
to employ experts like these
in the future. It is important
that we, as an Entomological
Society, make sure that the
County Council recognises
the importance of the insect
collections. We need to
A drawer from the Aculeate section of the Hymenoptera collection with 18 unit trays containing ensure that the collections
Andrena bees, after recent curation work. Photo: Steve Woodward
are always going to be
available for us, as local
Michael carefully listed, by hand, all his specimens
entomologists,
to
use.
Now
that Anona Finch has
and their details. All this information has now been
retired,
we
have
no
zoology
curator
at CRC and further
put onto a spreadsheet by volunteer Patricia Baker. As
cuts
are
pending,
so
we
need
to
offer
our services, as
well as the Aculeate hymenoptera, there are a large
local amateur enthusiasts, to maintain the collections.
number of Symphyta and Parasitica specimens in the
If we do not, then the collections may deteriorate and
collection, but these have not received such careful
become useless – fit only to be thrown out.
attention and are in need of an expert eye to confirm
identifications. None of the other orders is catalogued,
Helen Ikin
so there may well be significant Leicestershire records
4
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William Armston Vice, of Blaby, Leicester

Neighbours from Hell?

The first list of flies (Diptera) that was made for
Leicestershire occurs in the Victoria County History
(1908). The man responsible for it was W.A. Vice. For
a long time his was a name that was shrouded in
mystery for me. Who was he? How reliable was his
list? In doing some research for the forthcoming
Craneflies of Leicestershire & Rutland (LES
Occasional Publication No. 26), I found some material
in the archives which answered my questions.

Solitary wasps Cerceris rybyensis glowering menacingly from
their vertical tunnels at Groby Pool. Below ground, the wasp makes
a horizontal gallery for each of its larvae. Photos: Steve Woodward

He was born in Blaby on 14 May
1852, to an established Blaby
family, trained in medicine, and
obtained his Batchelor of Medicine
at the University of Aberdeen. He
then returned to Blaby where he
married and lived for the rest of his
life, dying aged 85 on 18 January,
1937. He successfully practised
dentistry at 5 Belvoir Street, Leicester, served on the
Blaby Parish Council and was made a Life Deacon in
the Baptist Church.

The solitary wasp Cerceris rybyensis has turned up at
three Leicestershire sites this year. It is a fairly large
and conspicuous insect, yet there appears to be few, if
any, previous records. At Groby Pool, the trampled
stony ground (where visitors feed the ducks) had about
20 active holes in
July.
Other
species of wasps
and bees also
occupy
holes
here and it
appears that they
are not exactly
neighbourly in
their behaviour!
C. rybyensis female carrying a paralysed C. rybyensis was
grabbing solitary
Halictus bee.
bees, stinging
them, and taking them down into their burrows. The
victims appeared to be bees in the genus Halictus.
Between five and eight prey items are provided for
each wasp larva.

Vice joined the Leicester Literary and Philosophical
Society in 1880. His Notes on British Bibionidae (St.
Mark’s flies) was published in Transactions of the
Leicester Lit. & Phil. Soc. in 1887, and in 1885 his
British Syrphidae (Hoverflies) was also published
there. In addition to his work with two-winged flies,
mention is also made in his obituaries of his
contributions to Botanical recording in the County, and
his membership of the county archaeological society.
He was Secretary and then Chairman of the Society’s
Section E, Zoology section, and clearly, an intelligent
man with an active mind.

C. rybyensis was found in a similar situation, i.e.
compacted sandy soil of a trampled path, at High
Cademan, near Whitwick. A single wasp was also
recorded in an open area of Grace Dieu Wood, near to
a sandy bank where other species nest.

Two other references shed light on his credentials. In
his diaries, the dipterist Henry William Andrews
(1876-1955) mentions that he attended ‘Mr.Verrall’s
Entomological Club Supper’ on 20 January, 1904, and
there he met a Mr. W.A. Vice of Leicester. These
suppers, still going strongly, were initiated by George
Verrall (‘the father of British dipterology’), for
members of the Entomological Society of London, and
so Vice was in contact with the leading dipterists of
the day. The second sources of information are three
letters from Verrall to Vice (County Records Office,
ref. 13D56/4). These shed light on both characters,
but the fact that Verrall took Vice seriously as a
Dipterist, accepted specimens of Bibionidae from him,
and suggested corrections to his lists, again supports
Vice’s authority.

According to the BWARS Provisional Atlas, these
wasps are common in south-east England, along the
south coast and in the Brecks, with a few records in
the midlands.
There are numerous
black and yellow wasps
and great care is needed
to identify them, but
this one has a fairly
distinctive pattern and
an abdomen with
inflated segments, reminiscent of the Michelin Man.

Steve Woodward

John Kramer
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Leicestershire Cranefly Update

Tasiocera murina Meigen, 1818. A.E. Stubbs, Holwell
Mouth, 26/05/1989.

The last Cranefly Checklist for VC 55 was published
in Newsletter 40, in January 2009. Since then, in
preparation for the forthcoming Craneflies of
Leicestershire & Rutland (LES Occasional Publication
No. 26), I have done a thorough search of the
Leicestershire records and this has resulted in a number
of additions. One or two records have been added as a
result of field work. I have also deleted one record
without good provenance. The results, to date, are as
follows:

Helius pallirostris Edwards, 1921. J. Kramer,
Lockington Marsh, 20 June 2003.
Please note that Neolimnomyia adjuncta (Walker,
1848) has now become Dicranophragma adjunctum.
and Neolimnomyia nemoralis (Meigen, 1818) has now
become Dicranophragma nemorale.
Subtracted:

Added:

Cheilotrichia imbuta (Meigen, 1818) Entered in error
on the 2009 list.

Tipulidae

In addition, three rare species of Paradelphomyia
require further verification since subsequent work has
thrown some doubt over the fidelity of diagnostic
characters used for identification. These are:
Paradelphomyia dalei (Edwards, 1939), P. fuscula
(Loew, 1873) and P. nielseni (Kuntze,1919). However,
they have been left on the checklist pending further
work.

Nephrotoma analis (Schummel, 1833). Alan Stubbs,
Skeffington Wood, 1989.
Tanyptera nigricornis (Meigen, 1818). A single record
from a Loughborough University Malaise trap set up
near Nanpantan in 1980 by M.Greenwood.
Tipula luteipennis Meigen,1830. J.Kramer and Alan
Stubbs, Empingham Marshy Meadow, 1998.

John Kramer

Tipula irrorata Macquart, 1826. A.E. Stubbs, Croxton
Park, 02/07/1994.

Sapcote moth trap catches Lesser Earwig

Tipula signata Staeger, 1840. J.Kramer, Grace Dieu
Wood 5/10/2010.

Graham Calow was
lucky enough to get
a female Lesser
Earwig Labia minor
flying into his moth
trap at Sapcote on 9
September. There
seem to be only two Lesser Earwig Labia minor. Photo:
other records for this Graham Calow
species for VC55,
both found in Rutland by Jon Daws.

Tipula montium Egger, 1863.A.E. Stubbs, Stockerston
(R. Eye) 23/07/1989.
Pediciidae
Dicranota claripennis Verrall, 1888. J. Kramer, Grace
Dieu Wood, 11/10/2010.
Dicranota subtilis Loew, 1871. A.E. Stubbs, Holwell
Mouth, 26/05/1989.

A.E. Stubbs,

This must be an overlooked species – it is small – up
to 6 mm and resembles a Staphylinid beetle, at first
glance. It likes muck heaps and compost heaps and
could possibly be found all over the county. It has
well-developed wings and probably flies more readily
than the Common Earwig. The forceps, as will be seen
from the photo, are much straighter than those of
Forficula auricularia, the head is dark and the legs,
pale.

Ormosia depilata Edwards 1938. J.Kramer and Alan
Stubbs, Empingham Marshy Meadow, 1998.

Perhaps moth traps or pitfall traps are the most likely
places to find it – unless you want to go digging in
muck heaps!

Limoniidae
Molophilus curvatus Tonnoir, 1920. A.E. Stubbs,
Holwell Mouth, 26/05/1989.
Molophilus flavus Goetghebuer, 1920. J. Kramer,
Grace Dieu Wood, 20/5/2011.
Ormosia albitibia Edwards, 1921.
Holwell Mouth, 26/05/1989.

Helen Ikin
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Looking for help?
Oadby, Leicester LE2 5TE. 0116 271 6499.
john.kramer@btinternet.com

The following are willing to act as an initial point of
contact for providing advice and information to
members.

Hymenoptera (Aculeates):- Maggie Frankum, see
page 2.

Arachnids (Spiders, harvestmen,
pseudoscorpions):- Jon Daws, 177 Featherstone
Drive, Leicester LE2 9RF.
jonathan.daws@yahoo.com

Hymenoptera (Non-aculeates):- Gareth Price,
Holly Hayes, 216 Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicester
LE4 4DG. 0116 267 0008.
Gareth.price@leics.gov.uk

Arachnids (Mites & Ticks):- Ivan Pedley, 28
Woodbank Road, Groby, Leicester LE6 0BQ. 0116
287 6886. ivan.pedley@gmail.com

Hemiptera:- Dave Budworth, see page 2.
Isopoda (Woodlice):- Jon Daws, see Arachnids.

Biological Recording:- Sue Timms, Holly Hayes,
216 Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicester LE4 4DG. 0116
267 0008. From 1 Dec 2011: Planning, Historic and
Natural Environment team; Room 400, County Hall,
Glenfield LE3 8RA Sue.timms@leics.gov.uk

Lepidoptera:- Adrian Russell, 15 St Swithin’s Road,
Leicester LE5 2GE. 0116 241 5101.
Adrian@wainscot.demon.co.uk
Mecoptera, Neuroptera, Plecoptera :- Steve
Woodward, see page 2.

Chilopoda:- Helen Ikin, 237 Forest Road,
Woodhouse, Woodhouse Eaves, Leics LE12 8TZ.
01509 890102. helen@canids.freeserve.co.uk

Odonata:- Ian Merrill i.merrill@btopenworld.com
Orthoptera:- Helen Ikin, see Chilopoda

Coleoptera:- Graham Finch, 14 Thorndale, Ibstock,
Leics. LE67 6JT: m.finch4@ntlworld.com.

Phthiraptera, Siphonaptera:- Frank Clark, 4 Main
Street, Houghton on the Hill, Leicester LE7 9GD.
0116 243 2725. ClrFlea@aol.com

Diplopoda:- Jon Daws, see Arachnids.
Diptera (Acalypterates, Syrphids & Brachycera):Darwyn Sumner, 122 Link Road, Anstey, Leicester
LE7 7BX. 0116 212 5075.
Darwyn.sumner@ntlworld.com

Plant Galls:- Maggie Frankum, see page 2.
Thysanoptera: Ivan Pedley, see Mites.

Diptera (Nematocera - Mosquitoes, Blackflies &
Craneflies):- John Kramer, 31 Ash Tree Road,

Trichoptera (adults):- Ray Morris, see page 2.

Web Resources

Michael Archer’s paper on Leics Aculeates
(mentioned in Helen Ikin’s article) is at www.le.ac.uk/
litandphil/downloads/transactions_1990.pdf.

Here are some web sites
and downloads that
members may find useful.

There may well be other entomological papers on the
same site, alas there is no index.

Some of the out-of-print
handbooks
(Sawflies,
Psyllids, Scarabs, Ichneumons, Dolichopodids,
Muscids) from the Royal Entomological Society are
available from
www.royensoc.co.uk/publications/index.htm

The
Biodiversity
Heritage
Library
(www.biodiversitylibrary.org) is well worth exploring,
and includes such classics as: British ants, their
life-history and classification by H. St. J.K.
Donisthorpe,1915; The Coleoptera of the British
Islands by W.W. Fowler, 1887; The Hymenoptera
Aculeata of the British Islands by E. Saunders, 1896.
Also the Faune de France series.

A guide to garden insects, which novices in particular
may
find
useful,
is
available
from
www.royensoc.co.uk/sites/default/files/gardenento3.p
df.

For those wierd hemipterans called scale insects, try:
homepage.ntlworld.com/keith.balmer/BNHS/focuson
/scales/html/index.htm
7
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Novice finds two uncommon beetles

If you are still using OS maps to get grid references,
then you clearly haven’t yet discovered how much
easier it is on the web. One of the best sites is
www.bnhs.co.uk/focuson/grabagridref/html/index.ht
m?gr=SK433176. The last part of the address is the
grid reference of where you want to start, Grace Dieu
Wood in this case. You see an aerial photo alongside
the map, and of course you can pan and zoom right in.
So you’ll see the very bush where you spotted that
Camberwell Beauty! The grid squares appear as you
move the pointer around and you can even show
several sizes at the same time, e.g. 100 m square and
tetrad. A big advantage of this site is that you can
overlay vice-county boundaries.

With regard to beetles, I count myself as a novice but
two of my recent finds have turned out to be rarely
recorded, locally. On 3 September, during a botanical
survey of the reedy margin of Rutland Water, near the
Birdwatching Centre at Egleton, a striking little scarlet
beetle caught my eye. It is Anthocomus rufus, of the
Melyridae family. I had a
look at the reference
collection
at
CRC
Barrow, which confirmed
my identification. This
species
frequents
waterside vegetation in
East Anglia and southeast England, but I have
not found a previous
record for Rutland. John
Melyrid Anthocomus rufus Photo: Crocker found it at Groby
Pool in 1971.
Steve Woodward

Bugs (other than aquatics and shieldbugs) are poorly
covered by books so the British Bugs web site is very
useful www.britishbugs.org.uk/index.html. The photos
are excellent and (unlike some other photo web sites)
clear warnings are given when there are look-alike
species and close scrutiny of a specimen is required to
make a safe identification. There are rather a lot of
bugs that look very similar and some form of on-line
key would have been helpful. As it is, you have to
trawl through the pictures, one-by-one and there is no
button for quickly advancing to the next one, although
there are links to similar species. The homopterans are
included, unfortunately the quick links from the
gallery page are not all set up, making it difficult to
browse. I hope these minor problems will be fixed
soon.

On 1 September, I was emptying the meat trap (see
page 3) near Thringstone. The usual big Nicrophorus
burying beetles were scurrying away, but a mediumsized beetle was behaving more like a Devil’s Coachhorse, by moving quickly then pausing to “threaten”
me with its raised
abdomen. This behaviour,
together with the short
elytra, led me towards the
Staphylinidae
family.
Most
“Staphs”
are
somewhere
between
small and tiny, but this
was a substantial beetle
(10 mm) with a lovely
golden pubescence on its
thorax and elytra. The odd
thing is, that I found a
second one on the same Staphylinid Ontholestes murinus
day, at Ulverscroft Nature Photo: Steve Woodward
Reserve. I matched it to
an illustration labelled Ontholestes murinus and I took
the specimen to CRC at Barrow to check it. My beetle
matched the reference specimen, but I ran it through
Joy’s key to eliminate a second similar species. What
a surprise, then, to discover on the NBN distribution
map that neither Staph specialist Derek Lott, nor
anyone else, had previously found it in Charnwood
Forest, although it did appear in Jenny Owen’s
Leicester garden, once in 30 years (see page 9)!

I expect most readers will be aware of the excellent
UK Moths web site, if not then visit: ukmoths.org.uk/.
To see what is being found locally, try our own
Graham Finch’s web site www.mothsplus.co.uk/.
A site where one would expect Nottinghamshire birds
(www.eakringbirds.com/), actually has a good
selection of invertebrates and is well worth a look.
An ever-expanding selection of Leicestershire plants
and animals, including an abundance of insects,
appears on www.naturespot.org.uk/.
National distribution maps are being compiled by the
National Biodiversity Network (NBN). It has been a
long process to extract and integrate all the local
datasets, but good progress is being made. All the
Leicestershire moth records are now on there, for
example. See data.nbn.org.uk/.

Ed.

Steve Woodward
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Book Reviews

48% and 54% of the British Isles’ fauna for harvestmen
and ladybirds, respectively.

Wildlife of a garden by Jennifer Owen, published by
the Royal Horticultural Society, 2010. www.rhs.org.uk
ISBN978-1-907057-12-0.

This hardback book really is a joy to handle,
beautifully set out and printed on top quality paper the price of £30 is justified. It has certainly influenced
the Loughborough Naturalists’ Club survey work at
Grace Dieu - as we are now determined to beat the
“score” of 2,673 species!

LES member Jenny
Owen has published
a superb book on the
wildlife of her
Leicester garden.
The basis of the
book is 30 years of
intensive recording
and updates her
previous book The
Ecology
of
a
Garden
(1991).
Much of the book
comprises
a
catalogue of the
2,673 species of
plant and animal
that she has found. The coverage of the various
taxonomic groups is very broad, and includes long lists
of species from groups (e.g. Leafhoppers) that few of
us bother to look at. Many of the invertebrates were
caught in pitfall or Malaise traps and identified either
by the author, or one of team of specialists. A handful
of groups (such as the cryptogams and soil
invertebrates) have not been studied thoroughly, but
from an entomological perspective, this is as
comprehensive a study as we are ever likely to see!

Steve Woodward

Insects of the New Forest and surrounding area, a
photographic guide by Paul Brock, published by
Pisces Publications, 2011. ISBN 978-1-874357-46-9
This book is packed
with over 1600 good
photos of 1300 species
of insect! A number of
people have taken the
photos including our
own Keith Tailby. Paul
has had help from an
impressive list of
national experts and
others and all orders
are covered – even lice.
So, we do not get them
all up here but we do
have a good number of
the species and it whets
the appetite for trips to the south of England and the
New Forest and its environs. An interesting few pages
covers the history of insect recording in the New Forest
and introduces the different habitats and some of the
prime sites as well as the statutory Health and Safety
page warning us about adders, ticks, bogs and the like!
There are tips on where to go to see the different
species and identification hints. Appendix 1 gives
some useful books and web sites to help with
identification.

The book is much more than a species list. After the
introductory chapters, the various groups are covered
in nine chapters, each with a clearly-written account
of their natural history, illustrated with excellent colour
photos. For many groups and some species, charts are
provided showing the annual fluctuations in abundance
- which are often dramatic from one year to the next.
The value of this study, however, is that the long-term,
systematic recording allows the underlying trends to
be detected. These are fascinating: for example the two
social wasps Vespula germanica and V. vulgaris both
vary from year-to-year, but the former declined
suddenly after its best year, 1979, and never recovered,
whereas the latter remained common. Good years for
some groups were not necessarily good for other
groups. Whereas butterflies, macro-moths, ladybirds,
hoverflies, social bees and wasps all declined in
abundance in the second half of the study, solitary
wasps and beetles (other than ladybirds) became more
abundant. The book emphasises the significance of
gardens for invertebrate conservation - a chapter is
dedicated to this topic. Jenny’s garden has produced

I am sure that Paul could have gone on to include more
species and made the book twice as thick but, as it is,
it is not too heavy to put into the rucksack for a day
out in the Forest. An essential handbook if you are
actually going to the New Forest and an interesting and
informative read if you are not.
The price is a reasonable £18.95 plus postage from
NatureBureau, 36 Kingfisher Court, Hambridge Road,
Newbury, Berks. RG14 5SJ 01635 550380
post@naturebureau.co.uk

Helen Ikin
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Forthcoming Carabid Atlas

necessary means for recorders to start to record ground
beetles. We hope that the atlas will stimulate further
recording of our local Carabidae and that a second
edition will be required!

In 2009, Derek Lott, Graham Finch and Gareth Price
embarked on the production of a Carabid (ground
beetle) atlas. I am pleased to report that the publication
is imminent.

Please contact Gareth Gareth.price@leics.gov.uk
about availability.

The atlas was the
brainchild
of
Graham, who had
attended a ground
beetle
training
course and became
well aware of the
need
for
a
Leicestershire and
R u t l a n d
distribution atlas.
Derek and Graham
scrutinized
the
simple first draft
and set about
checking
for
t a x o n o m i c
changes, classification of sites, grid references and
removing dubious records. Derek provided Carabidae
context for the site descriptions in the gazetteer. He
also wrote an informative introduction to the
Carabidae of Leicestershire and Rutland and provided
details of the recording scheme and the habitats.
Some 175 species have been reliably recorded from
Leicestershire & Rutland, with an additional 16 species
probably recorded in error.
The distribution maps were produced by Gareth using
Mapinfo GIS software, with species context written
by Derek. The area covered by this atlas is the
Watsonian Vice-county 55 and the mapping resolution
is the tetrad (2 x 2 km).
The production of this atlas was made much easier by
the life-long work of Derek, who had already
accumulated vast amounts of ground beetle data and
local knowledge, without which the atlas would not
have been possible. Special thanks go the Carabidae
recorders who have sent in records and to all the
approaches made since the distribution of the draft
atlas, offers of help and subsequent records. The atlas
has gone through an extensive checking and
finalisation stage by Ray Morris, whose keen eye for
detail and knowledge of formatting has been
invaluable. The atlas, used in conjunction with Luff,
M.L. (2007) The Carabidae of Britain and Ireland
(Royal Entomological Society) and Derek’s The
Leicestershire
Coleopterists
(Loughborough
Naturalists’ Club, 2009) should provide all the

Gareth Price
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Yet More Book News

The second edition of a popular gall book was
published recently. Margaret Redfern, Peter Shirley
& Michael Bloxam. British Plant Galls. FSC (2011)
ISBN 978 1 85153 284 1. £28. At about double the
thickness (432 pp) of the first edition, it is worth
upgrading. The binding seems to be somewhat
inadequate - mine fell apart after 3 weeks.

Another volume has appeared in the Handbooks for
the Identification of British Insects series, published
by Royal Entomological Society and FSC (2011).
Derek A. Lott & Roy Anderson. The Staphylinidae
(rove beetles) of Britain and Ireland. Vol. 12, Parts 7
& 8: Oxyporinae, Steninae, Euaesthetinae,
Pseudopsinae, Paederinae & Staphylininae. ISBN
978-0901546920. £49.

Ed.

Obituary: Derek Lott

Obituary: Eva Penn-Smith

By now, all VC55 entomologists will be aware of the
loss of Derek Lott, probably the most important
coleopterist for the county in living memory. Many
of the older members will have first come across Derek
in the days when Leicestershire entomology was
secreted in the basement of the New Walk Museum
when he took over from Don Hall-Smith as keeper.
He always had a welcome for entomologists (even if
they had no interest in beetles!) and always ensured
that visitors had somewhere to work. I also knew him
from the Science Committee of the Leicestershire &
Rutland Trust for Nature Conservation in the 1980s
when, even then, he was making a profound impact on
the conservation of wildlife (particularly insects).

As an all-round naturalist and a member of many
societies, in addition to the LES, Eva was well-known
especially among the bird-watching and plant-hunting
fraternities. I have many happy memories of
excursions in Eva’s company, looking for orchids in
Derbyshire, birds in The Gambia, or dragonflies with
the Leicester Lit and Phil.
One of Eva’s passions was wildlife-friendly (except
rabbits!) gardening. She encouraged wild flowers in
her extensive garden at White Hill near Markfield, and
the adjacent field. She was particularly keen on
butterflies and became very knowledgeable on which
plants were most attractive to them. Her list of plants
appears on the web site of the British Butterfly
Conservation Society. Eva spent countless hours at
exhibitions and fairs, selling suitable plants to other
enthusiasts to raise money for BBCS, LRWT and the
RSPB. Eva ran a moth trap in her garden and had many
records published in the Loughborough Naturalists’
Club journal Heritage.

When it was suggested that the LES be formed in 1988,
Derek was one of the co-founders and was a stalwart
supporter of its aims throughout. However, Derek was
more than a beetle man. At his funeral I was
astonished to hear of his very wide interests outside
entomology but on reflection perhaps I should not have
been surprised. He was always a quite and calm man
who was always courteous and supportive.

Eva had a talent for European languages. She lived in
Gibraltar for a while and became fluent in Spanish, as
well as French. She taught Spanish at evening classes
in Leicester and coordinated exchange visits between
LNC and the Rouen Natural History Society for
several years. All these activities built up a large
network of friends so Eva always seemed to be away
visiting or on holiday, usually Spain.

Derek will be best known for his work on Coleoptera
including his deep interests in riparian beetle species
of the River Soar and the deadwood beetle fauna of
Donington Park. More recently he has been recognised
as a UK expert on the Staphylinid (rove beetles) with
the Royal Entomological Society publishing two of his
extensive keys (see above) for some of the families.
Some of Derek’s other achievements are mentioned in
Newsletter 43, page 6. Locally, along with Graham
Finch and Gareth Price, the imminent release of his
Provisional Atlas of the Carabidae of Leicestershire
& Rutland will be a fitting finale to his contribution to
local coleopteran recording.

Eva’s health began to deteriorate a couple of years ago,
which severely affected her mobility. She still
struggled along to LNC meetings last winter. She died
suddenly on 9 June. Eva’s legacy is the many insectfriendly gardens throughout the country that have
benefited from her advice, if not her actual “50 p a
pot” plants.

Our thoughts and best wishes go to his wife Beverley
and to his family.

Thanks to Marilyn McClellan for help in preparing
this.

Ray Morris

Ed.
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Indoor Meetings Programme

The February and March meetings give a different
perspective to close-up photography of insects. Both
presenters are adept photographers and members
should benefit from both sessions.
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Thursday 9 February – Session 1: Basic macro
photography in the field A practical session where
Roger Ellis will show us how the use of different
techniques with the camera should help us to achieve
better images of insects taken in the field. Aware that
not everyone can afford expensive equipment, his
presentation will take us through the process so that
members will see comparable images between
photographs taken with an instant snapshot and a SLR
camera. Roger will bring his cameras, lenses and some
printed photographs. He will set-up several indoor
mini-studios using affordable equipment so that you
can practise taking photographs with your own camera
so do bring them along to the meeting. Specimens and
flowers will be available to practise with.
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To Hinckley Rd

Our venue is Kirby Muxloe Free Church, Main Street,
Kirby Muxloe LE9 2AN SK517042. The session starts
at 7:30, but most members arrive half an hour earlier
for a natter and a cuppa. Visitors are welcome. We
need to be out by 10:00.

Thursday 8 March – Session 2: Insect Macro
Photography Darwyn Sumner, editor of the Bulletin
of the Dipterists Forum will talk us through the first
part of the evening with his presentation to show us
how he obtains his excellent digital images of insects
in the field. He will bring his camera and lenses to the
session. Darwyn wants to use the second part of the
evening as an open discussion session where members
can talk through any problems they have had and he
will do his best to remedy them.

Thursday 13 October 2011 – Members’ Evening
This is your evening, a chance to share the highlights
or disappointments of the year. Bring along any digital
images or 35 mm slides. New books or gadgets and
your comments on their practicality are also welcome.
If you are bringing slides then please bring your
projector.
Thursday 10 November – Dragonfly recording in
VC55: the past, the present and the future. Ian
Merrill, joint VC55 County Recorder for Odonata,
presents the ever-changing status of our Odonata.
Which species have we lost? Which species are we
gaining? Come along and find out – Ian’s digital
images and narratives never disappoint.

Exotic Cockroach on the loose in Aylestone
Richard Gornall sent me a photograph of an unfamiliar
large insect found in his Aylestone garden. It matches
Internet photos of Neostylopyga rhombifolia, known
as the Harlequin Cockroach. It seems that some folks
keep these as pets! This is likely to be the origin of
Richard’s find, which is native to SE Asia.
Alternatively, it could have arrived with an imported
goods - there is a specimen at CRC Barrow from
Leicester in 1982 and Jan Dawson knows of a couple
of other examples brought to her
at Leicester Museum: one found
at Fleckney in luggage from Goa
(India) in 1997 and another
found in a box in a Leicester
factory in 1959.

Thursday 8 December - AGM and mince pies Come
and share our first Christmas meeting at the Free
Church, a venue that has proved to be ideal for our
society meetings. A quick AGM followed by a feast
of mince pies and Christmas cake with a chance to
have a social chat with fellow entomologists. We
always welcome members’ contributions, so bring
along any digital images or 35 mm slides for the
second part of the evening. Displays of specimens,
books, gadgets etc are also very welcome.
Thursday 12 January 2012 – A Sting in the Tale
(yes, tale not tail) Helen Ikin and Steve Woodward
have had a busy year trying to find and photograph the
county’s solitary bees and wasps. With the aid of
Steve’s photos and some specimens, Helen will tell the
tale of their quest - often frustrating, occasionally
painful, but ultimately rewarding.

Harlequin
Cockroach
Neostylopyga rhombifolia.
Photo: Richard Gornall

Steve Woodward
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