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Two bugs and a beetle
Hebrus ruficeps (Hebridae) was recorded for the first
time in VC55 at Great Bowden Borrow Pit (SP743898)
in March 2012. The site, created by the removal of clay
in the 19th century to build the nearby railway
embankment, has an unusual marsh / bog flora,
including Common Cottongrass
(Eriophorum
angustifolium)
and
sphagnum
moss
(Sphagnum squarrosum).
This small water bug (1.2 –
1.5 mm) was found in
sphagnum,
bordering
shallow water. Rhantus
grapii (Dytiscidae), a
medium sized (10 – 11
mm), black diving beetle,
was recorded during a twoyear survey of water bugs
(Cook & Clark 2011) and
Photos: T Cook water beetles (in prep) at
Priory Water (SK7118)
near Melton Mowbray. It was found only once during
the survey, in March 2009, in one of the smaller lakes
on the reserve at a site that was well vegetated,
relatively shallow and partially shaded. One specimen
was also taken, in March 2012, in a pitfall trap set for
ground beetles at the edge of a Phragmites australis
reed bed bordering the main lake. Water beetle records
for the county show these are first (and second) records
for VC55.
The shield bug Sehirus luctuosus (Cydnidae) was
found in May 2012 on a dry roadside bank, near
Hallaton, S. Leicestershire (SP792950) beneath
Myosostis arvensis. This species, which feeds on
Mysosotis spp. has been recorded once or twice in the
county (D. Budworth pers. comm.) but may be more
common than these records suggest, being a relatively
small (7-9 mm), dark and secretive bug.

We wish to thank Kirsty Gamble at LRERC for making
the water beetle records available to us.
Reference
Cook, T. & Clark, F. (2011) A two year study of the
water bugs (Hemiptera: Heteroptera) of Priory Water
NR, Leicestershire. LESOPS 27.

Tony Cook & Frank Clark
Two bugs and a moth
Sapcote has produced three more unusual insects
recently. The Turtle Shieldbug Podops inuncta (third
VC55 record?) visited my light trap on 22 May, and
Bordered Shieldbug Legnotus limbosus (second VC55
record?) was swept from low vegetation on 12 May.
I had a nice surprise at the moth trap in my Sapcote
garden when Angle-striped
Sallow Enargia paleacea turned
up. It is scarce nationally, and
whilst it turns up occasionally in
the Charnwood area, it is usually
restricted to mature birch
woodland and is not a regular
species at garden traps.

Graham Calow
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Editorial
Sadly, we have to say farewell to one of our longstanding members, Jon Daws, who is leaving the
county. Jon has made a tremendous contribution to the
study of Leicestershire’s arthropods, both as a
professional surveyor and in his role as recorder for
spiders, harvestmen, pseudoscorpions, millipedes and
woodlice! The atlases he produced for our own
LESOPS series (see Newsletter 46) and the
Loughborough Naturalists’ Club Spiders of
Leicestershire and Rutland (Crocker & Daws 1996)
are models of their kind. I am sure members will join
me in thanking him and sending our best wishes for
his new life in Yorkshire.
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It is heartening to see that the Leicestershire and
Rutland Wildlife Trust is organising the next
Recorders’ Conference (see page 6). This has been an
annual event for the past few years, hitherto sponsored
by Leicestershire County Council, but has fallen victim
to budget cuts. The event aims to bring together all
those who record the flora, fauna and geology in our
counties, with speakers, displays, and ample
opportunity to chat with other recorders. It is vital that
recorders from the various disciplines keep in touch
with each other, so I hope to see you there.
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“Bug hunting” (in the broad sense) is very dependent
on good weather, so entomologists probably have more
reason than most to grumble about this year’s spring
and summer. Early spring was promising - there
seemed to to be plenty of bees and wasps about. I
vividly remember being surrounded by 500+ Andrena
clarkella bees in Bradgate Park. This was not a swarm
(as these are solitary bees) but evidence of insects
doing well at a particular site - nesting in the earthen
slopes of a disused quarry. But the lack of any proper
rain in the previous months seemed to suppress
numbers of insects in general. Even earthworms were
elusive at Grace Dieu! As soon as the hosepipe bans
were declared, the rain started - and carried on right
through the summer! Opportunities for fieldwork were
sparse, and when I did get out, there were far fewer
insects than there should have been. Many Buddleia
bushes have been devoid of Nymphalids this year.
Moth trappers have noticed a significant drop in the
numbers caught. On the other hand, bush-cricket
numbers seem to have bounced back up again, after a
very poor 2011. So an odd and generally disappointing
year, weather-wise. Notwithstanding this, some
members have made some good finds and I am grateful
to them for sharing them with us.

Maggie & Roy Frankum
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Email: maggiefrankum@uwclub.net
Newsletter Editor:
Steve Woodward
19 Highfield Road, Groby
Leicester LE6 0GU
Telephone: 0116 287 1679
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The editor will be happy to receive articles, short notes
and photos (in focus please!) about insects or other
arthropods in Leicestershire and Rutland, also news of
members’ activities further afield. Photos to be sent
separately please at high resolution. Unless otherwise
credited, photos are by the author of the article.

Steve Woodward
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Ants in Beds

It was a very hot day and we were glad of Brian’s
elderflower cordial when we got back.

No, this is not a piece about itchy, sleepless nights, but
a review of one of the identification courses run by the
Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire
Wildlife Trust. I have been to several of these courses,
the latest one being about ants, with Brian Eversham
as tutor. Brian has run the Ants 1 course several times
and was trying out Ants 2 for people who had done a
bit of ant recording already. Steve Woodward and I
have attended an ant course with Paul Lee at Flatford
Mill (see www.field-studies-council.org), so we felt
we were OK to move on to higher things!

Altogether we had an excellent day and can thoroughly
recommend any of the courses – details can be found
on
the
website
at
www.wildlifebcn.org/
trainingworkshops.

Helen Ikin
Provisional Checklist of VC55 Ants
Records of the following ant (Hymenoptera:
Formicidae) species have been found at LRERC. Other
sources (including NBN) have not been checked. All
species are under-recorded.

We started the day in the Nottingham Rooms in
Ampthill (no, not Anthill!) where Brian gave us a
quick resume of basic ant biology and identification
before moving on to the more difficult species. We
have a limited number of ant species in Leicestershire
(see opposite), so were looking forward to seeing
specimens of the more uncommon ants and learning
how and where to look for them.

For identification, I recommend Skinner , G. J. &
Allen, G. W. (1996). Ants. Naturalists’ Handbooks
24. Richmond Publishing. I would be pleased to hear
of further ant records.
Formica cunicularia Latreille, 1798: four records

We could be forgiven for thinking that there are four
types of ant – big black ones which are Formica fusca,
small black ones which are Lasius niger, small yellow
ones in mounds which are Lasius flavus and red ants
which are Myrmica sp. Unfortunately it is not as
simple as that.

Formica fusca Linnaeus, 1758: common
Formica lemani Bondroit, 1917: scarce
Formica rufa Linnaeus, 1761: extinct
Lasius alienus (Foerster, 1850): possible record
Lasius flavus (Fabricius, 1781): common

The main work on ants in VC55 was done by Harry
Broughton, who died a few years ago. Harry left all
his records with LRERC and he found 15 species in
our area with possibly three more. Some of them have
not been re-found by anyone else.

Lasius mixtus (Nylander, 1846): two records
Lasius niger (Linnaeus, 1758): very common
Lasius sabularum (Bondroit, 1918): possible
record

Distinguishing the different genera is relatively simple
but there are several pairs of species that look very
similar and require close examination to tell them
apart. Formica fusca and lemani, Lasius niger and
platythorax (which had not been split when Harry was
recording), Lasius alienus and psammophilus,
Myrmica rubra and ruginodis, Myrmica scabrinodis
and sabuleti, Myrmica lobicornis and schencki,
Myrmica sulcinodis and specioides.

Lasius umbratus (Nylander, 1846): six records
Leptothorax acervorum (Fabricius, 1793): scarce
Myrmica lobicornis Nylander, 1846: eight
records
Myrmica rubra (Linnaeus, 1758): common
Myrmica ruginodis Nylander, 1846: local
Myrmica sabuleti Meinert, 1861: status uncertain,
but not common

Brian gave us handouts about these and we had the
opportunity to use microscopes to examine specimens
of each pair alongside each other, which was really
helpful. We took some of our own specimens to be
verified by Brian.

Myrmica scabrinodis Nylander, 1846: status
uncertain, but not common
Myrmica schencki Viereck, 1903: one record
Myrmica sulcinodis Nylander, 1846: one record

After lunch, we walked to the nearby Cooper’s Hill
Reserve which is a sandy heath with plenty of heather
where Brian set ant traps with golden syrup bait and
we grubbed around for other species. We did get a
little distracted by solitary bees on the heather – what
a wonderful site.

Stenamma westwoodii Westwood, 1839: possible
record

Helen Ikin
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Conopid Flies

My interest by now having been thoroughly whetted I
went on to the internet try to learn more. I ‘Googled’
Conops quadrifasciatus and then went to the ‘images’
postings. From the many photographs shown it was
apparent that there is a fair amount of variation in the
abdominal markings within this species, and from
images of coupled insects (photo) it appears that the
females have a greater proportion of black banding on
the abdomen, whereas the males are more yellow.

During the warmest days of this summer I have been
intrigued by small wasp-like insects in my Hinckley
garden. They only appear on flowers of a species of
Golden Rod, possibly Solidago canadensis. Up to
three insects gather at any one time and they mix
happily with various hoverflies, but they are very
aggressive to their own kind which leads me to believe
that they are predominantly males. I sent photos of
one of these attractive insects to Helen Ikin and she
was able to tell me that they were not wasps but one
of the Conopid flies, possibly Conops quadrifasciatus,
but the specimens needed to be checked. I gather that
this species is not uncommon in midland gardens.

One surprise, which possibly I should have anticipated,
was that the illustrations included a few that were
obviously different species and wrongly named. These
mis-identifications were a salutary reminder that
having confidence in the internet source is one of the
first essentials when making natural history enquiries,
or maybe in any investigation!

I was fascinated to learn more of the life-style of these
insects. They are wasp mimics and the females
parasitise bees of various kinds by attaching to them
in flight and inserting an egg into the body. The
hatching larva lives within the bee, devouring the soft

Conops quadrifasciatus (male above)

I checked through my Dipterist’s Forum notes and
found that David Clements is an authority and that he
is national organiser of the British Conopid Recording
Scheme. I searched for a website under his name but
came up with www.david.element.ukgateway.net
/flies5conopidflies.htm The similarity of names is
possibly just a coincidence. However, this site appears
to be authoritative and it gave me illustrations of four
UK species; namely Conops quadrifasciatus,
Leopoldius signatus, Physocephala rufipes and Siccus
ferrugineus.
A further discovery was that David Clements (1997)
published an article on the biology of British Conopid
flies, so those who keep their back numbers of British
Wildlife have access to a good and reliable source of
information. An illustrated identification key to NW
European
Conopids
can
be
found
at
home.hccnet.nl/mp.van.veen/conopidae/ConGenera.h
tml.

Photo: R. Iliffe

tissues but leaving the essential organs intact until last,
when the larva is ready to pupate and it finally kills the
bee. I have recently been reading (in The Greatest
Show on Earth by Dawkins, 2009) that this type of
parasitism, better known as used by ichneumon flies,
caused great revulsion among Victorian naturalists,
and that Charles Darwin himself found it quite
disturbing. He eventually used it to suggest that a
beneficient creator would hardly come up with
anything so apparently cruel and ruthless, but that it
could be satisfactorily explained by natural selection.

Before I finally left the internet I looked at our local
NatureSpot website (www.naturespot.org.uk) and was
pleased to find good reference notes on two species of
Conopid fly recorded in Leicestershire.
The
photographs were first class and as good as any others
found on the internet. Well done NatureSpot – I must
remember to check your website first on future occasions!

Another aspect of these flies that set me thinking is
why they find it an evolutionary advantage to mimic
wasps. One would have thought that this would signal
their intentions to any bee! Maybe they just evolved
the warning patterning independently as a defensive
measure?

Dawkins, R. (2009). The Greatest Show on Earth: The
Evidence for Evolution. Bantam.

Clements, D. K. (1997). The Enemy Within - Conopid
flies as parasitoids of bees and wasps in Britain. British
Wildlife 8(5).

Richard Iliffe
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Do you want a challenge?
There are two families of Aculeate
Hymenoptera that, as far as I know, have
never been recorded in VC55. The
Dryinidae and Embolemidae are small
wasps, many of them less than 3 mm,
which parasitize Hemipteran leaf- and
plant-hoppers. They are widespread in this
country but have been somewhat
neglected, probably due to their small size.
The eggs are laid on the abdomen of the
temporarily paralysed bug and the larvae
develop in a cyst which protrudes from the
body of the hopper. The larvae feed on the
tissues of the host and by the time they are
ready to pupate the host is usually dead.
In some species, the females are wingless
and resemble ants, but do not have a petiole
to the gaster. The antennae may be
elbowed, as in ants, but they are composed
of only ten segments whereas ants have 12
or 13. Females may have adaptations of
the fore tibiae, called chela, which are used
to capture and grip the hoppers while
egg-laying takes place.
There is an RES key to these families
(Perkins, 1976) and a superb Scandinavian
volume (in English) containing some
remarkable paintings of these tiny insects
as well as SEM photos (Olmi, 1994). This
book covers 30 of the 33 British species.

Oak Jewel Beetles found in Swithland Wood

References
Perkins, J. F. (1976). Betheloidea
(excluding Chrysididae). Handbooks for
the Identification of British Insects No. 6
part 3a. Royal Entomological Society.

The tornado that thrashed parts
of Leicestershire on 28 June left
the south-east corner of
Swithland Wood flattened.
Among the debris (which we
Olmi, M. (1994). The Dryinidae and
hope will be left) we found an
Embolemidae
(Hymenoptera:
oak tree stump that was
Chrysidoidea) of Fennoscandia and
attracting a few wasps and two
Denmark.
Fauna
Entomologica
larger flying insects. The latter
Scandinavica.
turned out to be beetles, dark
Helen Ikin metallic green with white spots
of a shape that is characteristic
of the Buprestidae. They were
identified as females of Agrilus
biguttatus, Oak Jewel Beetle. Graham Finch tells us there are only two
previous VC55 records, Buddon Wood (1863) and Donington Park (1987).
It is designated as Nationally Notable A and is associated with ancient oak
woods and parks.

Steve Woodward & Helen Ikin
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programme allows for long tea and lunch breaks so
that those attending have plenty of time to view the
various stands and talk to others. Also, as lunch is not
provided, a long break will allow for those who do not
bring their own food to venture out to the nearby fish
and chip and other shops/pubs. The event is free, but
those wishing to attend must book a place. Contact
Nathalie Cossa at the Leicestershire and Rutland
Wildlife Trust either by email rc@lrwt.org.uk or
telephone 0116 2728853.

Leicestershire & Rutland
Wildlife Recording
Conference 2013

This event will be held on Saturday 16 February 2013,
at the Rothley Centre, Mountsorrel Lane, Rothley,
Leicestershire (close to the village centre). The
10.00 am
10.10 am
10.30 am
10.50 am
11.10 am
11.40 am
12.00 noon
12.20 am
12.40 pm
2.10 pm
2.30 pm
2.45 pm
3.00 pm
3.30 pm
4.00 pm

Welcome
Charnwood Lodge bat surveys
Distribution and range changes of hoverflies
The VC55 Group of the Botanical Society of the British
Isles
Tea/coffee
Recent lichen records
Survey work for the new dragonfly atlas
The use of transects to assess and monitor bird populations
in Leicestershire and Rutland
Lunch (bring your own sandwiches or get some in the
village)
Stoughton pollinating insects project
Leicestershire and Rutland Environmental Records Centre
update
Loughborough Naturalists’ Club record cataloguing
Questions and comments
Tea/coffee and a last chance to view stands and talk to others
Finish

Michael Jeeves
Nathalie Cossa
John Showers
Louise Marsh & Geoffrey Hall

Ivan Pedley
Ian Merrill
Michael Jeeves

Vicky Price
Sue Timms
Steve Woodward

Updated Beetle Checklist is published

Toblerone Fly drops in for a cuppa

The Checklist of Beetles of
the British Isles, 2nd edition,
edited by A. G. Duff,
includes seven families
which have received various
alterations from name
changes or moved into
subfamilies, a total of 47
additional species added to
the main checklist with nine
species deleted from the
original 2008 edition. A
copy can be purchased from
Pemberley Books £16.99 or downloaded free from the
Coleopterist website at www.coleopterist.org.uk/.

While enjoying a cup of tea at Penny’s Cafe,
Mountsorrel, on 27 July, a large, dark fly buzzed at the
window beside me. I potted it to get a close look and
handed it to my companion Helen, who noticed its
bizarre antennae - like two segments of Toblerone
stuck to its face. We failed to find an illustration of this
distinctive fly, so
our appeal for help
reached
Peter
Chandler and Chris
Raper, who agreed
it was a Tachinid
called Lophosia
fasciata. New for
VC55, we believe.

Graham Finch

Steve Woodward
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Looking for help?

Oadby, Leicester LE2 5TE. 0116 271 6499.
john.kramer@btinternet.com

The following are willing to act as an initial point of
contact for providing advice and information to
members.

Hymenoptera (Aculeates):- Maggie Frankum, see
page 2.

Arachnids (Spiders, harvestmen,
pseudoscorpions):- now vacant (see Editorial).

Hemiptera:- Dave Budworth, see page 2.
Isopoda (Woodlice):- now vacant (see Editorial).

Arachnids (Mites & Ticks):- Ivan Pedley, 28
Woodbank Road, Groby, Leicester LE6 0BQ. 0116
287 6886. ivan.pedley@gmail.com

Lepidoptera:- Adrian Russell, 15 St Swithin’s Road,
Leicester LE5 2GE. 0116 241 5101.
Adrian@wainscot.demon.co.uk

Biological Recording:- Sue Timms, Planning,
Historic and Natural Environment team; Room 400,
County Hall, Glenfield LE3 8RA
Sue.timms@leics.gov.uk

Mecoptera, Neuroptera, Plecoptera :- Steve
Woodward, see page 2.
Odonata:- Ian Merrill i.merrill@btopenworld.com

Chilopoda:- Helen Ikin, 237 Forest Road,
Woodhouse, Woodhouse Eaves, Leics LE12 8TZ.
01509 890102. helen@canids.freeserve.co.uk

Orthoptera:- Helen Ikin, see Chilopoda
Phthiraptera, Siphonaptera:- Frank Clark, 4 Main
Street, Houghton on the Hill, Leicester LE7 9GD.
0116 243 2725. ClrFlea@aol.com

Coleoptera:- Graham Finch, 14 Thorndale, Ibstock,
Leics. LE67 6JT: m.finch4@ntlworld.com.

Plant Galls:- Maggie Frankum, see page 2.

Diplopoda:- now vacant (see Editorial).

Psocoptera:- Helen Ikin, see Chilopoda.

Diptera (Acalypterates, Syrphids & Brachycera):Darwyn Sumner, 122 Link Road, Anstey, Leicester
LE7 7BX. 0116 212 5075.
Darwyn.sumner@ntlworld.com

Thysanoptera: Ivan Pedley, see Mites.
Trichoptera (adults):- Ray Morris, see page 2.

Diptera (Nematocera - Mosquitoes, Blackflies &
Craneflies):- John Kramer, 31 Ash Tree Road,

New beetle for VC55

National key to the Swedish Flora and
Fauna threatened by budget cuts

A single specimen of the Red Data
Book species Corticeus unicolor
(Tenebrionidae) was found well
inside a rotten and very wet log
(probably Birch) of approximately
six inches diameter, on the ground
at Cloud Wood Nature Reserve on
23 April 2012. The main stronghold
is centred just over the border in
Nottinghamshire. Individuals are
recorded from Herefordshire and Warwickshire. C.
unicolor is apparently expanding its range it will be
interesting to see if additional records are added to the
database. There are four species in the family and all
live under the bark of trees, particularly Elm and Beech
but frequently Birch. This individual was keyed out,
using the Royal Entomological Society Handbook,
Coleoptera, Tenebrionidae 1975 by M. J. D. Brendell.

This project aims to publish
keys to all multicellular
organisms in Sweden and has
already published several
volumes of outstanding
quality. The volumes are
highly relevant and valuable
to British naturalists. Now it
is threatened, along with
Swedish
biological
collections, by budget cuts.
Read more about it and sign
the petition here:
http://www.avaaz.org/en/petition/Namninsamling_till
_stod_for_fortsatt_utgivning_av_bokverket_National
nyckeln_till_Sveriges_flora_och_fauna_forkortad_N
N/?taokXbb&lang=en

Graham Finch

Graham Finch
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Indoor Meetings Programme

Thursday 10 January 2013 - Entomological
Quiz
About an hour is all that is needed to exercise your
brain cells. Anona Finch will host the quiz and supply
the questions and props. Teams may register on the
night. If you do not wish to take part do come along
and support those who do. The second part of the
evening is left for you all to chat amongst yourselves
and relax.
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Thursday 14 February 2013 - The changes in
beekeeping in my lifetime
John Randall, a member of the Leicestershire and
Rutland Beekeepers’ Association who lives in Kirby
Muxloe, will tell us about the threats to honeybees and
why he has changed the design of the hives. John will
also, at my request, bring jars of honey for you to
purchase.
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To Hinckley Rd

Our venue is Kirby Muxloe Free Church, Main Street,
Kirby Muxloe LE9 2AN SK517042. The session starts
at 7:30, but most members arrive half an hour earlier
for a natter and a cuppa. Visitors are welcome. We
need to be out by 10:00.

Thursday 14 March 2013 – Review of
Coleoptera recording in VC55 to date
Graham Finch will bring us up-to-date on Coleoptera
records and recording in the county.

Thursday 11 October 2012 - Members’
evening
This is your evening, a chance to share the highlights
or disappointments of the entomological year. The
spring and summer of 2012 will be remembered for
the extreme weather that ranged from torrential
downpours and flooding, to giant hailstones, mini
tornadoes and cool conditions. Some of you managed
to get outdoors and do some field work. Bring along
any digital images or 35 mm slides, to show us. New
books or gadgets and your comments on their
practicality are also welcome. If you are bringing
35 mm transparencies please bring your projector.

Anona Finch
Snow Flea update
In Newsletter 46, I claimed a first for Leicestershire
with my Bradgate Snow Flea Boreus hyemalis. Since
then, I have come across an earlier record among the
archives at LRERC. From the correspondence in the
archive, it appears that a Snow Flea was found in
Swithland Wood on 28 Aug 1949 by T. A. Walden (of
NCC?) and verified by E. W. Aubrook. LRERC
reference 1214L/01.

Thursday 8 November 2012 - Focus on
insects
Our own member, Gianpiero Ferrari ARPS, has
specifically tailored this presentation for the LES
members. He will focus on British and European
insects and the excellent standard of his photography
never disappoints.

Steve Woodward
New Leics site for Green Tiger Beetle
The Green Tiger Beetle
Cicindela campestris has
long been known from
Bradgate Park. There
appear to be no other
recent records from Leics
(although it occurs at
Ketton Quarry NR in
Rutland). So it was a
pleasant surprise to find at
least 25 adults scurrying on the bare ground among the
heather at Newfield Colliery NR at Moira on 26 March.

Thursday 13 December 2012 - Annual
General Meeting
It is that time of year again. Our AGM followed by a
feast of mince pies and Christmas cake with a chance
to have a social chat with fellow entomologists. We
always welcome members’ contributions so, if you
have digital images or 35mm slides, you want to show
during the second part of the evening, please bring
them along. Displays of specimens, books, gadgets etc
are also very welcome.

Steve Woodward
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